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Amanda Clark is an active member of Quo Vadis while being a journalism major 
at Middlesex College. 

Amanda loves to take on as much as she can, she is currently a managing editor, 
news editor, calendar editor, staff writer, section editor, head photographer, photo 
editor, photographer, illustrator, and page assignment editor for the school paper. 

She enjoys being a part of the process to publish a newspaper to the public giv
ing them the needed news. 

When she had the opportunity to create and organize the Blue Colt Vibe maga
zine, Amanda didn't hesitate to take on a project that will only help her career grow. 

Amanda aspires to be an author and pursue a career in journalism at a major 
news company. 
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By Rina Naqvi 

get an Indian visa because of India and Pakist 
ew that one day I would visit my ancestor's home 

d historical places, especially the Taj Mahal. 



When I met my in-law's extended family, the love and warmth I got from them were immense. Though I 
couldn't find leisure, luxury and comfort, compared to my home, I found tranquility, acceptanceancl seren
ity. On the other hand, the amorphous houses in Amroha depict the government's inabili!_y to develop the 

place. The open sewage lines were why most people suffered from malaria or the dengue virus. The muddy 
and small streets were always packed with pedestrians, auto-rickshaws and cycle-rickshaws. Some streets 

in the city consist of clustered and narrow lanes, soit is best to explore the city,on foot, an.if I:reall expe · · 
enced this. 

Mynusband's decision to renovate his ancestral home made everyone in the family happy; it was a cle 
sign that he would want to revisit Amroha. His mother left Amroha after she got married some ~ $ears 

ago[and, after the death ofmy father-in-law, it was hard for her to live alone in Lucknow with-her only' 
daughter, so she decided to move back. · ... 

./, 
When I saw the renovated house, I couldn't believe that it was the same house from two years ago; from the 
main entrance door to the interior d~ rything was new. We replaced the broken wooden,door with a -
big, black steel door. The mom uled to have a cement floor, which was replaced by a mosaic floor with 
big black and white stonea. 'ffle rooms were spacious with walk-in closets compared to the old ones. My hus
band's uncle had renovated the house with love and care and gave it a new and modem look. The original , 
house had many childhood memories that my husband cherished, such as the noisy wildlife around the 

village, but even then, he decided to give a new look to the old memories. 

Upon returning to the U.S., my mind was still in India, and just two days later, my mother-in-law 
passed away in peace; those eyes 6ll with hope closed forever. ''04 
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EMAY 
ByGab1·icUc Ig11otis 

When my mother suggested a day trip to Cape May with my cousin, I remember being extremely confused. Be
sides being a firm believer that Cape May was an overrated beach destination, I also thought that the 2-hour drive 

eliminated Cape May as an option for day trips. 

After some debate, my family agreed to meet my cousin in Cape May. Despite my reservations, this ended up being 
one of my favorite adventures. 

When the morning of our trip came around, we left our house at 9 a.m. We arrived in Cape May a little after 11 
a.m . 

Our first stop was the Ocean Club Hotel, where my cousin was staying overnight. The Ocean Club Hotel is a 
gorgeous establishment known for their beautiful poolside bar, stylish rooms and phenomenal hotel restaurant. 
When we went up to my cousin's room to drop off our bags, we were fascinated by the view from the room's bal
cony. The room overlooked both the gorgeous pool, equipped with longue chairs, outdoor sofas and a tiki bar, and 

the hotel's section of the beach, which looked incredibly inviting. 

While the Ocean Club Hotel is a stylish establishment, it is one of the most expensive in Cape May. Those looking 
to enjoy a fun weekend or overnight stay at the beach without the hefty price tag can try the Montreal Beach Re
sort, which is known for its iconic red roof and legacy as a family-owned business, or the Camelot motel, a casual 

location that boasts twin mermaid statues and a family-friendly atmosphere. 

After we dropped off our bags, we headed toward the beach. The Ocean Club Hotel has a collection of brown wick
er lounge chairs set up in their section, with corresponding orange towels hanging over the back of the chairs. 

The Cape May beaches offer the same appeal as any other beach, but with slightly more style. The beaches are 
much cleaner, with no litter or garbage in sight. Several hotels provide outdoor furniture, such as lounge chairs, all 

of which are in great condition and clearly well-maintained. 

After our time on the beach, we walked on Beach Avenue. Beach Avenue is home to several historical Cape May 
attractions, including multiple restaurants and specialty shops. 

Harry's Ocean Bar and Grille is the perfect place to go for a casual atmosphere and superb home-cooked seafood. 
Besides their locally sourced oysters and clams, Harry's is best known for their rooftop live music and the wine 

and liquor store attached to the restaurant. 

If you are looking for omething more upscale, Hemingway's Steaks and Seafood Restaurant provides American 
cuisine within the luxurious Grand Hotel of Cape May. Hemingway's hosts breakfast, lunch and dinner every day 

and defines the atmosphere as "classically casual never~. 

Beach Avenue also boasts a specialty fudge shop, the Original Fudge Kitchen. This sto~ · 
their gourmet fudge and iconic saltwater taffy. The shop seems to always be packed to the b1'IOl 

tomers, so much so that just getting to the register to pay was a challenge. 

For those interested in a souvenir to commemorate their trip, Sunrise Authentic Resortwear offers Cape May 
ies, long sleeve shirts, tee shirts and decals, as well as a variety of other beach necessities. I purchased a Capel4ay 

long sleeve from this store on my trip, and it continues to be one of my favorite articles of clothing. 

Overall, I was pleasantly surprised with my experience in Cape May. I feared that this trip would be too similar to 
other beaches in New JerseY, but the collection of hotels, clean beaches and motley shops really set this 

'•os 
1arch 

area apart. 

Whether you are planning a vacation, weekend trip or just a day at the beach, Cape May is the perfect 
fit. 



The most popular y to New York City to Hoboken is by PATH subway, but this is o on of the any 
options to get liere. Holio n has a complete shuttle bus system, a train station and ferries that can transport 
toprists across the Hu ·ver from Manhattan or vice versa. There is limited parking space in this area. To 

ovei;co e this cha! e 'UJl rent a car from Enterprise to have a guaranteed parking space for ~ day trip 
in Hoboken, with prices as low as $32, depending on your requirements. 

rows of trees divide the walkwa~ bike lane and Frank Sinatra Drive, to ensure pedestrians and · ers' safety. 
The wide variety of restaurants alongside Frank Sinatra Drive is guaranteed to satisfy your crav,ings. Hoboken 

p roudly hokls the title of"most bars per capita in America," with over 120 drinking establishments from dives to 
bistro pubs, held in outdoor settings to abide by the coronavirus (COVID-19) guidelines. Pier 3, o orth Sinatra 
Drive, took every advantage ofi the guidelines by enhancing their outdoor bar to soak in more of the ·ew of the 
skyline with smaller crowds and a seating area for their food trucks. Tourists can take detai\ed tours with travel 

guid s to get the most out of this day trip. The tours'prices are around $60 per person, with the est highlights of 
the Empire St~te Building, Chrysler Building and Lower Manhattan. 

The serenity of the Hudson Biver:Waterfront Walkway is more than just a tourist spot. For some, it is a break away 
from the commercial offices in the area and a commonplace for worken to pass to and from work. The 
beautiful scenery of the river can melt away the daily stresses ofmanJ There is more to a walk or jog Pg(U6 
with a never-ending panoramic view of the city. A piece of pedestrian heaven like this does not have a 

price tag; you will feel safe within the division of beautiful tree-lined paver pathways as you walk,jog or 
bike to your next destination. 
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SEASIDE 
By Savanna Vazquez 

HEIGH1TS 

Seaside Heights in New Jersey is home to many beautiful attractions, being one of the most popular destinations 
in the state. Within the township, there are countless arcades, rides and eateries that will keep you busy for the 
entirety of your stay. However, the best way to spend your time there is on the beach. There are many ways to 
have fun. From game booths to restaurants and clubs. Everyone in the family has something they can do while 

they visit. 

Seaside Heights is home to over 2,900 residents who will tell you that you have to visit the beach. In 2012, 
Seaside Heights was · t hard by Hurricane Sandy, causing mass destruction. After closing for several months, the 

entire pier was formed dis now better than ever. The pier o ers classic rides such as bumper cars and 
go-karts but also unique roller coasters includin the swinging SkyCoaster, the Shore Shot drop tower and Pirate's 

Plunge. 

Relax on one of the town's p beaches for the day. Go fishing along the hore or experien ome 
of the best swells with your surfboard. Tanners and relaxers can also rest easy on the beach because there are 

lifi ards on duty during the beach's open hours. There are plenty of ~shing opportunities along the shore and 
fishing tackle stores in the area. The two latest hot spots are the New Dolphin and Betty and Nicks, which are 

located on Route 35 Se de Pa _ You try luck fishing off the end of the ocean pier. Fluk~ Bluefish, 
Bass, Kingfish and o r fish s are regul gbt at the Casino Pier fishing access, which is orll season

al. 

e , entertainment revolve around the shorefront. Watch free movies on the beach or 
y wi your..,fapuly. Seaside is a small town which means that you will see locals 
ir bikes along the community. To · can take a dinner cruise along the shoreline or 

fishing boat from the day to experie Seaside Heights from another perspective. 

ts was also the location of the popular MTV show, Jersey Shore. easide Heights is located 
barrier island Newark Liberty International Airport and Philadelp · a"8Dal Airport. 

'l9 miles from Seaside Heights. The destination is ideal to get to by oar or bus out, has heavy traffic 
flow during the summer. 
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A great way to spend a day in New Jersey is to take in a play and enjoy,;;delicious food. Traveling to Princeton is a great way 
that. The city is beautiful and rich with ture, with a college-town vibe to it. 

Princeton borders Middlesex County to the south, and one way to get to Princeton from the county is by taking the Northeast 
Corridor line of New Jersey Transit in either Metuchen, Edison or New Brunswick. It does involve a short trans er ot: . .trains, but 
it beats sitting in traffic on Route 1. The train will cost $7. 75 for a one-way trip leaving New Brunswick, double that for a ound-

trip. Once you get off the train in Princeton Junction, take the Dinky into Princeton. The Dinky is a train similar to the Path 
train. It's a short five-minute ride on the Dinky train with stunning, picturesque visuals: tall beautiful trees in the backyards of 

beautiful homes. 

Right outside of Princeton Train Station, there's a newly-renovated Wawa to grab something quick for your convenience. For 
those who want to dine in right before the show, The Dinky Bar & Kitchen is right across the street from Mccarter Theatre 

Center. 

The Dinky Bar & Kitchen doesn't take reservations, so just walk in and request a table. An interesting fact is the building that 
houses the Dinky Bar & Kitchen used to be the Dinky train station. They serve pub-style food like a soft pretzel with honey 

mustard dip for $8. For those with dietary restrictions, there's a veggie burger option for $.14. It helps if you tell the waitstaff you 
have tickets to a matinee or evening show. They'll do what they can to make sure your food comes out on time so you're not late. 

Mccarter Theatre Center produces plays ranging from "A Chr' stmas Carol" to "Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery." It's im
portant to note that Mccarter has two separate theaters, the Matthews Theatre and the Berlind Theatre. Your tickets will have 

the name of the theatre the show will be held in. 

There's also one American Sign Language (ASL) interpreted performance per show. It's quite fascinating to watch the · terpret
ers sign as the performance is happening. 

Tickets can cost up to $ 75. It depends on the day of the week and Lime of the show. They do offer discounts; it would be a good 
idea to call the box office to see what they offer. Their shows run between 90 minutes without intermission and 2 hours and 15 

minutes, including intermission. It does run a little cool in the theater, so bring a sweater just in case. 

The concessions bar is open before the show and during intermission depending on the running time of the show. Their conces
sions bar serves snacks, such as chips, pretzels, trail mix, pastries, soft drinks and spirits. Be sure to get their travel cup, and you'll 

be able to take your drink into the theater with you. Concessions will cost $2 to $8 depending on the item. 

After the show, take a walk through Princeton University's campus and head to Nassau Street. Nassau Street has a shop for 
practically everything. It's a great place to look for dinner after the show. Just off of Nassau Street is a Middle Eastern restaurant 

called Mamoun's. It's located on Witherspoon Street, a 10-minute walk from the theater. They serve items, such as falafel , sha
warma (thinly sliced lamb) and lenW soup. The price ranges from $2.50 to $12, but save room for dessert. 

Right around the corner is Thomas Sweets Creamery, serving several flavored milkshakes, beignets, and sweet and savory crepes. 
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If you want a special treat, get the handmade whipped cream. It's worth the calories. 

Spending the day in Princeton with friends is a memory you won't forget and can be done even on a budget. 



On tbeltplt arrival.some breathblkirligflowers and trees make up a healUty environment To take in every part of Duke Parms, you'll 
neeclmate than one day to explore, bike, bike or observe the landscape and structures. It's located at 1112 Dukes P8l:kw8' w .• Hillsbor

ough Township, NJ 08844, and it ia a destination foi: nature lovers. 

'11t&ftientation Center, located when you first pull into the gravel paddng · s housed on tbe first floor of the historic Fann Bam. 
With artial sto buildin can imagine you're back in the early t900s with the arddtec:tme from an old hone and dairy farm. 

Ming a step inside, y at a fork in the road. To the left, visiton can leam about the~ of Dub-farms, while on the rlgbt, there 
a cafe that draws peon in with the refreshing coffee smell. If you tum right, you.11 apertence the fa!!sbest baked aood, tbat~es 

your tastebuds. If you n left, people can view displays and an interac:tiw exhibit to 1eam about Dulrl,,.,. aall.itt JiPt8iOn 

Orientation Center also lets people find out about upcoming daiief,and ~._ maps of the~~~ 
$mon the hist~ ofD Farms. Just by visiting the half-acre orientation cent.ea; visitol'S can plan a-..-.._~~ 

locatioi1. 

The architecture James Buchanan Duke commissioned for the land was made from bron,.e. marble, and stone reproductions are spe
cialized in classical and renaissance styles. Across the en • ~ YQU'll be able to view caretully crafted statues that 'We1'e carved from 

atane•wen. 
The original build· have been kept and adapted.So the, wouldn't be demolished or constructed ane\'l£ach building is visually dif
ferent, with history built into them. Leaming the bfstury of the~ Dillre Farms with~ grain of detail for each building. garden, 
statue,~ and greenhouse could become tbr just one daJ To make sure you explore all the grounds anct learn about 

tile~ e sure to pJan 1br mote than a da\( 

1be spot. which trah$POIU lOlfbadrto the mid-tsaos, is the Hay Barn. Doris Duke used the nJins as an outdoor~ gallery;plac
j:Qg~ lliarbleltatla othuman ft&U_.rr'linear arrangeme ts along the walls. 'l1tat can still be seen today as a monument to
wiukbelt1'isiebn can step into the shoes of Doris Duke and view the sculptures she mated while taking a seat on benches to admire 

them as well. 
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Don't mistake Rutgers- r being-the · 
everlas · g entertainment. Downtown New Brunswiclc 1s wnere 1oc s come to partake in special events and e!tjoy a myriad of 
restaurants and eateries. No.matter what day of the week it is, the streets will be occupied by locals and out-of-town patrons. 

Downtown New Brunswick has a train station and routes, thus making it easy to get there. The train stations serve Amtrack 
and NJ transit. The departing stop North Brunswick's Walmart can get you to George Street within 15 minutes. Taking an 

Uber is a convenient option if you want to avoid looking for parking. u're traveling by car, parking can be difficult to fb:ld, 
especially on the weekends. Almost every sidewalk has · g meter&, but parking is free on SUndays. 

At Monument Square Parle:, you'll see a sign of New Bruna · ck's silter ities: Debrecen in Hungary, Limeri,ck in Ireland and 
Fukui and Tsuruoka in Japan. 

Once you head down, you'll see various stores stretching along George Street which contains a plethora of 
better, George Street has adapted to outdoor dining by beco · ~plaza for diners. The region between 

Streets is also closed for cus omers. The newly,made plaza has eiiiiaelt, safety and enjoyment for the 
ize, they can take pleasure in the live band that sets the relaxing ambiance 

On George Street, you're bound to find anything you're craving. On one strip there is 
rant with charming touches of traditional roots. There is also Chai Chenak, a · 

coJorful aura. 

Accompanied on the same strip as Rakkii Ramen and Chai Chenak is Bagel Nosh. This deli is perfect if you need a quick bite. A 
bag of chips and an on-menu sandwich is an ideal pairing to go for. At Bagel Nosh, you're welcomed to explore by using bagels 

as the t and bottom of the sandwich. You can stuff your sandwich with various flavors or keep it simple with a delicious 
spread on el. The menu has plenty of options that you're guaranteed to crave. The California Club Wrap on a bagel is fill-

ing and delicious enough to leave you satisfied. 

For a fun night out, bring your friends to the Stress Factory. You'll have a night of laughs accompanied 
comedians is spectacular. There are a variety of performers that range from college students who ofte 

to well-known comedians. The club dims the lights while the attention is focused on the stand-up 
guest performers have two-hour time slots just for them to take the stage, and some performers 

have more than one da of _performances. While you're spending time at the Stress Factory, don't 
Factory's menu doesn't ack in quality. This American styled menu contains build-your-own-b 

decent amount of vegetarian options. You can also indulge in their desserts. The Brownie Botto 
Bomb Cake are gluten free, and of course, delicious. 

On Bayaip. Street, Rarnen Nagomi is a quie and unassuming restaurant that 
is packed on the weekends and for a good ason. Ramen Nagomi serv big 
ramen, small plates, donburi and unique desse . This cozy resta 
that to e. The chicken karaage don is spic et flavor and a side 

mi!n Nagomi's tasty desserts, it'll be hard 
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cious n wre. You'll also see captivating murals as you make your way around this spacious park. If you're at Boyd Park 
dl}fing sundown, relax as you watch the sky transform into beautiful colors before the moon comes out. 

Downti wn New prunswick is the place to be if you're looking to try new foods. George Street especially excels in diverse taste. 
You can ave Japanese desserts, vegetarian meals while watching entertainment and get creative with creating your own sand
wicH • in one place. You can observe paintings at art studios or admire the night sky at Boyd Park The social scene of New 
Brunswick never dies, and a place like this is perfect for anyone to visit. You'll be in awe with what New Brunswick can do to 

help you unwind. 

· stake . utgers for being the highlight of this location. New Brunswick is a city that is fil,led with ethnic diversity and 
tjng ent~ · ent. Downtown New Brunswick is where locals come to partake in specia:1-events and enjoy a myriad of 
,ants antl ~ateries. No matter what day of the week it is, the streets will be occupied by locals ru:i o t· t°jtown patrons. 
; 1 JT ; ' 
wn New Brunswiclchas a train station and bus routes, thus making it easy to get there. The train sta ·J n serve Amtrack 
J transit. he departing stop at North Brunswick's Walmart can get youito·George Street :within 1 ·1 es. Taking an 

· s a conv · ent option if you want to avoid looking for parking. If you're fraveJiI;ig by car,parking c .., · cult to find, 
espe ially on the weekends. Almost every sidewalk has parking meters, but parking is free o S d . 

! l 1 l 
are Park, you'll see a sign of New Brunswick's sister cities: Debrecen in Hungary, Limeri€ rr land and Fukui 

and Tsuruoka in Japan. l l l 17 

u head d,bwn, you'll see various stores stretching along Geo~ge Street which contains~ a plethora oi J J g Options. Even 
eorge,Street has adapted to outdoor dining by becoming a plaza for clinbrs. The .region betwee ii,Q lmd Bayard 
lso clPSed for customers. The newly made plaza has ensuted safety and enjoymentfor the guests. While diners social

ize, they can take pleasure in the live band that sets the relaxing ambiance of the street l j I 
e you're bound to find anything you're craving. On one strip th re is Rakkii J amen, a moc11

1 I Jl p~ ese Restau
ming touches of traditional roots. There is also Chai Chenak, a friendly Pakistani resta ' t lliat provides a 

colorful aura. r 1 , l I 111 

mpanied , the same strip as Rakkii Ramen and Chai Chenak is Bagel Nolh. This deli, 
1 
per(ect if yo i e~d lquick bite. A 

f chips an an on-menu sandwich is an ideal pairing, to go f~r. At Bagel Nosh, you're welcomed to explpte ' ing bagels as 
op and bofom of the sandwich. You can stuff )'Qur sandwich ~th various flavors or keep it simple wi¢ 4elicious spread 

a bagel. Tll menu has plenty of o tions thaLyou're guarantJed to crave. ;rhe"Califo · a Club Wrap o ab g is filling and 
n .,.~u delicious enoughtoleave-you sati'sfied. j I i 
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Cornucopia 
By Julia Block 

Cruise Line 
As I was trying to come up with date ideas to celebrate my 

boyfriend's birthday, I came across the Cornucopia Cruise Line: 
a public and private cruise line which offers brunch, lunch and 

dinner cruises, as well as cruises for special events. 

Some of these events include banquets, holiday cruises, and their 
foremost occasion, wedding cruises. 

The cruise line has five boats that s · 
Hoboken, depending on ili t o 

Sometimes tickets can be purchased for a cheaper price by using 
Groupon. The website often has deals that can get you tickets, out 

of Perth Amboy or Hoboken at a discounted value. 

The cost of the trip covered an outstanding array of breakfast and 
lunch foods in the form of a buffet, dessert, and a DJ who played 

music throughout the cruise. 

Certain beverages, especially alcoholic ones, are available while on 
the cruises for an extra cost. 

Some breakfast options included bacon, basels with cream cheese, 
butter or smoked salmon, fruits and an omelet station. 

For lunch, there. was chicken ftancese, cooked salmon; pasta, rice, 
and other delidous selectiQns fQf ~ tQ ~ 

For dessert, I had a cheesecake and my 
boyfriend had iJ chocolau:. c.ake. They also 
offered cookies, brownies, an<l other small

er deuerts at the buffet. 

Overall, all the food options were delectable. 

The DJ played songs quietly during meal time to be sure not to 
interrupt conversations between guests but turned up the volume 
afterward to allow people to dance and have fun. He also played 
line-dances to get more people on their feet, coaxing them to the 

dance floor. 

outsidet gm 
the views, an employee came to us offering more desserts for us 
to have outside the dining room. This wasn't a huge gesture, but 

little actions don't go unnoticed, as they truly add to the comfort· 
able atmosphere of the cruises. 

Views from the top deck of the boat make the trip worth it in 
itself. 

The cruise out of Perth Amboy takes you all around the Raritan 
Bay and the cruise out of Hoboken takes you out on the Hudson 

River, both with delightful sights to see. 

I would highly recommend taking a cruise_witfi the Cornucopia 
Cruise Line for anyone looking for some fun in New Jersey, or who 
simply wants a sbt>rfbreak from reality witlrsome tasty food, fun, 

and captivating sights to see. 

It honestly feltlw::I went on a vacation away tor a few hours. 



ersey's 
lh Madison Bara 
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At first glance, the small city is unimpressive with its run-down 
stores and large condominiums that envelope the surrminding 

streets in darkness. However, upon furtper inspection, visitors will 
find that within this desolate exterior hitlfs the entrance to New 

Jersey's party paradfse, known as the Atlantic City Boardwalk. , • 

restau~ant is reminiscent of a Roman palace as it includes marble 
cqllimns, cl1lrndeliers, and a statue of Caesar. The average cost 
to dine here ranges from $20-300, making this a place directed 

~- towards the more prosperous visitors. 

· • . " • . . .i.. • •• _.Eyrther up the boardwalk lays a place known as Ripley's Believe 
Spanning over four mifes, this is alm.0st 1,.50-year-old boardwatk .~s ,-,,:""ft or Not. Here, peopleJrom all over the world come to experience 

one of the longest in the woi;ld. ,'f:":;:..,. : , · : ~~ some one of a kind oddities that make them question the truth. 
, • ·.C.. · . . . JI' The entrance portrays a large globe falling off the exterior of the 

To many, it_ is known as Jersey:s version of Las Vegas .as C~\liit~~ .. building that is seemingly_pulling the_walls clown to lan_cl on top 
casinos, bars. and music venues occupy the space:•·J' -- ~ of the guests. Upon entering the oddity museum exhibits such 

In fact , upon entering the boardwalk, visitors will witness. the 
Wild Wild West Bar ancl Casino. Here, visitors can choose between 
multiple different gambling options, including slot machines, ar

cade games, and a poker room. As for the decor, the interior of the 
building is reminiscent of a stereotypical midwestern town often 

depicted in television series such as Gunsmoke or Maverick. It also 
consists of a 12-foot water feature that allows guests to throw in 

coins to make wishes. 

On the other hand, for more family fun , turn toward the right to 
experience the picturesque view of the white sandy beach that 

nows into the Atlantic Ocean. During the summer months, people 
of all ages gather to enjoy the warm water and scenic views of 

New Jersey's southernmost beach. With activities such as boogie 
boarding, kayaking, and windsurfing, this place offers many op

portunities to have some wholesome family time. However, watch 
out for the seagulls as they will viciously steal any food brought 

onto the beach. 

If you are hungry, Atlantic City has many five-star restaurants 
that line the boardwalk. For a more family-oriented atmosphere, 
stop at the Rainforest Cafe to experience the sights and sounds 

of the Amazon rainforest. As you eat, elephant, gorilla, and snake 
animatronics will consistently pop-out to make you feel like you 

are eating in the Amazon. In fact , every 30 minutes, the restaurant 
uses strobe lights and stereo speakers to mimic a thunderstorm. 
On your way out, be sure to stop at the gift shop to bring home 

some memorabilia. 

For the more affluent guests, the newly opened Gordon Ram
sey's Pub and Grill offers them a gourmet dining experience. The 
menu has a mixture of different cultural dishes, including beef 

wellington, fish and chips, and shepherd's pie, as well as a handful 
of specially crafted cocktails. The interior decor of the five-star 

a; l'\1-(: tomb of the pharaohs and the world of illusions transfix 
visitor··· explore the unnatural. Some of these have interactive 
display ciccupy the children, so it's a great place to have fun 

' with the whole family. 
'-

At the end of th ~ boardwalk, visitors will stumble upon Atlantic 
City's most popular casino known as the Hard Rock. Formerly 
the Trump Taj Mahal, this 17-acre space holds over l , ooo lav
ish rooms, 16 restaurants,and 122,771 square feet of gaming 

space. The doors of the hotel open to a large entryway that has 
a magnificent 13-foot guitar hanging from the ceiling. On the 

lower level lay the casino with over 2,000 slot machines and 147 
tables. Visitors should look around as the music-inspired place 

holds memorabilia of famous singers and songwriters, including 
Michael Jackson, Frank Sinatra, and Elvis Presley. In fact , a display 

hidden behind the elevators showcases Presley's Rolls Royce as 
well as Prince's guitar. The upper levels of the hotel have many 

luxurious shops that include jewelry, Hard Rock merch, and rep
licas of rock icons. As for family fun, this place will allow children 
into the hotel; however, I advise leaving the kids at home as the 

Hard Rock is an adult paradise. 

At night, Atlantic City comes to life with hundreds of neon lights. 
It is a beautiful sight to witness all the intricate details of each 

casino as they are lit up in different colors. Make sure to bring a 
camera, as you will want to capture these breathtaking moments. 

Although this 150-year-old boardwalk has decreased in popularity 
in the last few years, it is still as impressive 

as it ever was. To get the full luxurious 
experience of being on the most infamous 
boardwalk in the world, visit Atlantic City. 
I guarantee it will be a vacation you will 

never forget. 
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ohnson 
By Nathaniel Thompson 

Johnson Park is a state park in Piscataway that runs through Highland Park. It is on 
River Road and next to SHI Stadium, where the Rutgers Football team plays. There 

are plenty of activities to do in the park as well. The park has eight tennis courts, one 
baseball field and two softball fields. The park also has one soccer field, five reservable 
picnic groves, two open, picnic groves, three playgrounds, Animal Haven, two ponds, 

East Jersey Old Town Village, a 2.5-mile bike/walkway and cricket pitches. 

One of the more popular attractions at Johnson Park is Animal Haven. The park 
features a variety of farms and exotic animals. They are on display with fences around. 

Some of the animals you may see include pigs, goats, llamas, deer, horses and plenty 
more. It is one of the more exciting parts of the area When I went to the Animal Ha
ven, I had the mos fun with the goats. I was allowed to feed them and somewhat pet 

them. Walking around was a great vibe. 

Johnson Park is also used for many cookouts, and picnics. Growing up, I went to many 
cookouts at Johnson Park that were huge and packed. My family is from West Africa, 
so the menu was interesting whenever we went. There was rice, chicken, beef, stew, 

plantain and other great foods. Everyone is usually welcomed to these cookouts, so you 
should always feel comfortable to go and get a plate. 

With all the other exciting activities that you can do at Johnson Park, one thing to keep 
in mind is that it is still a park. There are plenty of playgrounds that are family-friend
ly with multiple courts for various sports. Sometimes there are weekend leagues for 

the soccer field, and bystanders often stop by to watch. 

The East Jersey Old Town Village is another fun activity you could do while you are 
at Johnson Park. Though I never participated, according to Middlesex county.maps. 
arcgis.com, East Jersey Old Town Village consists of reconstructed and replica 18th 

and 19th-century structures that represent architecture typical of farm and merchant 
communities once found in the Raritan Valley. Buildings include a tavern, blacksmith 
shop, wheelwright shop, schoolhouse, barracks, church, the homes of early settlers and 

other outbuildings. 

Overall, Johnson Park is a park that you can plan around for a day. Piscataway has a 
couple of spots all around. However, Johnson Park probably would gain a lot of interest 

amongst all age groups and families. I would recommend visiting. 



Monmouth 
Every swnmer, my family and I go to the 
Monmouth horse track. It is a fun expe
rience where everyone involved has a 

chance to win some money: We have been 
doing this for almost 5 years now and 

every trip has been enjoyable. Obviously, 
gambling is an attraction that lures many 
to the horse races. However, parents should 
be careful about letting younger children 

gamble on horse races. 

Horse racing isn't the only gambling op-
portunity at the Monmouth tracks. Inside 

the building, there is a room where you 
can bet on other sports. There are televi
sions set up which enables you to bet live 

on any of the games going on while paying 

By Luke Lombardi 

attention to the horse tracks. Inside the 
room, there are pamphlets with all the 
season's bets and their odds which help 

determine if you should place a bet or not. 

Once you enter the main part of the build
ing, you will see betting kiosks with televi
sions showing sports games and races, and 
a board showing the odds for the upcom
ing race. Monmouth also has some food 
establishments and a couple horse-rac
ing based games to play to pass time in 

between the races. Once you head outside, 
you see the tracks and seats to watch the 
races in. All around the tracks are food 
stands so you can enjoy some food and 

drinks while you are there. There is also an 

area where you can watch the horses walk 
around before you make your bets. 

Every time I have gone to the track, it 
has been enjoyable. Even though I often 
fall short of winning money, it is still fun 
having an adrenaline rush as you watch 

the horse you picked come close to, or 
even win the race. Only once have I ever 

won big. On every race I bet on, I will place 
three or four dollars on the horse with the 
highest odds. This way, if I win, my profit 
would be astronomical compared to the 
other choices. It was the last race and my 
family and I were getting ready to leave. 
The horses I placed money on both had 

odds of over 20: 1. The horse with the high
est odds came in second 
and the one after it came 

in first. I ended up winning 
$110 on one race. That is 

more than I have won com
bined on every other visit. 
Part of the reason I bet like 
I do is my parents give us 
$30 to spend. This lets us 

do some crazy bets to win 
money: 

If you are into gambling 
and sports, I recommend 
going down to the Mon
mouth horse tracks . You 
get the fun of watching 
competition and might 

even leave with extra mon
ey in your pocket. 
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Middlesex College Ecology Alumna, Me
gan Martinez, lands an internship she loves 
with Cape May Whale Watcher & Research 
Center, documenting whales and dolphins 
while educating tourists. 

The Cape May Whale Watcher & Re
search Center's mission is to promote the 
conservation of marine mammals and 
their environment through photo-identifi
cation research, education, and outreach. 

"This has been the best experience I've 
ever had. Photographing whales and dol
phins all day and learning their behavior 
and even their names. It's been the most 
exciting time I've ever had, I can't wait for 
future seasons," Martinez said. 

Martinez takes photographs of marine 
mammals on whale and dolphin watching 
trips, GPS and data collection processing 
in Excel, Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin fin 
matching, and analysis. Plus, passenger 
education, which includes leading a touch 
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tank, and whale 
baleen. Also, marine 
debris presentation, 
maintenance of col
lected local species 
tanks, and contrib
uting to the research 
blog. 

"A huge part of this is talking to pas
sengers and explaining all the marine life 
in the ocean when we do the four differ
ent trips. It's a great chance to help you 
remember the information and express 
the passion I have towards marine life," 
Martinez said. 

Each time Martinez is on the boat, 
her team photographs marine life 
while recording the GPS coordinates, 
data for weather and sea conditions, 
behaviors, group sizes, the presence 
of neonates, associations, surface 
intervals, and other specific case 
studies. 

Martinez and her team have docu
mented over 500 distinct individuals 
in the inshore coastal Bottlenose 
Dolphin catalog. In addition, it 
contributes to a more extensive da
tabase based out-of Duke University 
and OBIS-SEAMAP, the Mid-Atlantic 
Bottlenose Dolphin Catalog. 

After Middlesex College, she trans
ferred to Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick Campus School of Envi
ronmental and Biological Sciences, 
majoring in Marine Science. 

While there, Martinez applied 
for the Cape May Whale Watcher & 
Research Center internship and got 
accepted over a year ago. 

Martinez works on the boat three 
to four times a week while working 
around her Rutgers University sched
ule. 

By always showing up and work
ing hard at the internship, Martinez 
received a job offer for the boat, and 
she accepted. 

"I love this boat with my whole 
heart. The animals I get to see and 
the crew I get to work with are so 
amazing, and I got so lucky. I can't 
wait to start officially working here 

in the fall," said Martinez. 
"I encourage students to apply for intern

ships that won't feel like work but feel like 
a vacation and when you get the position, 
give it your all. It could lead to a huge job 
opportunity that will let you have more 
experience in the field," Martinez said. 



Jasmine Bundy, a 2007 alumni, re
ceived an associate degree for Social 
and Rehabilitation Services. 

"This major was the closest to a 
pre-social work program and being 
a part of the Democracy House 
program was the biggest impact Mid
dlesex had on me," Bundy said. 

In October 2005, Bundy joined 
Democracy House, a campus orga
nization dedicated to serving the 
local community. As a member, she 
helped single mothers learn creative 
writing at Mama's Crossing, located 
next door to the Transitional Hous
ing Unit for Women. 

Bundy said, "It was very impactful 
in terms of making those connec
tions. I think sometimes we think 
[because it's] community college, 
we're not going to make connections 
because it's everyone you went to 
high school with, but it definitely 
made my experience." 

She was able to give speeches 
at different conferences during the 
Democracy House's after-school pro
gram, as well as give back at Elijah's 
Promise. 

"It's so much more than just an 
associate degree. That gave me the 
most in terms of soft skills, in terms 
of being able to go interview for a 
position," Bundy said. "What I did 
with Democracy House definitely 
helped with that because we got 
to learn how to speak publicly, how 
to run meetings, how to work with 
directors at different organizations 
and be their support." 

Bundy applied to nonprofit orga
nizations for different positions that 
involved working with the youth 
while attending Middlesex College. 
Her work with the community 
earned her part-time positions based 
on her experience. 

"If you're a traditional age student 
and you're coming right out of high 
school, you think 'I can't do that 
because I just started or I'm too 
young,'" said Bundy. "I remember being 
19-years-old and being a presenter at a 
conference to other students that were old
er than me and to their actual site supervi
sors. So, it forced me to take on leadership 
responsibilities very early on." 

"That really made it easier for me to 
embrace leadership with confidence as I 
got older, to start applying for positions in 
my own career. I am truly grateful for the 
leadership role that I was put into," Bundy 
said. 

After Middlesex College, Bundy trans
ferred to Kean University to get to know 
the professors because of their small class
es. She didn't want to be one of many, she 

wanted to get to know faculty members. 
While at Kean University, Bundy con

tinued to be involved in the campus and 
made many connections with the faculty. 

"I found it easier from my experience 
at Middlesex [College] to connect with the 
faculty because I was not intimidated." said 
Bundy. 

After graduating from Kean in 2009 
with a Bachelor of Arts in sociology, Bundy 
received her master's degree in nonprofit 
management in higher education with a 
master's in sociology. 

Following her passion for teaching and 
helping people, Bundy emailed the person 
in charge for a teaching position. She 

interviewed and did a demonstration of 
teaching. 

Bundy said, "Since I was used to doing 
public speaking, it was fun. This is my 
third year teaching at Kean [University]." 

"[The] biggest thing I would say is to 
put in the work and make connections. 
Your experience at Middlesex College is 
really what you make it. The more you can 
get involved, the better an opportunity 
[you'll] have if you 
decide to go on in 
the workforce or 
transfer to another 
college," said Bundy. ''20 
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Julia Block, a graduate of Middlesex Col
lege, has built a stellar resume of Intern
ships that will help her flourish in a career 
in journalism. 

While in MC's journalism program, she 
interned at TAPinto, a New Jersey-based 
local news and an online platform for her 
internships to get a foot in the journalism 
door. 

Block interned at TAPinto New Bruns
wick as a local news writer and reporter 
from January to August 2020 while being a 
part of Middlesex College co-op for TAP. 

Block graduated in the spring of 2020 
with an associate degree in Liberal Arts -

Journalism. 
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"Being involved 
in Quo Vadis and 
numerous intern
ships helped me 
prepare and tap 

By Amanda Clark 

into what the program at Rutgers would be 
like and prepared me for what lies ahead 
after graduation at Rutgers," Block said. 

"In the moment I couldn't thank 
Professor Edwards because as a student or 
member of the Quo Vadis staff. She's very 
tough but is huge on learning through 
doing, and [that] makes you want to take 
on more than you want to initially by 
pushing you and bringing out the better 
of you by teaching new skills and letting 
you take control. This let me know I could 
take on all these internships and build my 
resume in order to have what it takes after 
graduation," Block said. 

Knowing internships would help her 
understand what ajournalismjob would 
be like, Block continued being an intern 
while studying at Rutgers. 

She returned to QV as an intern in the 
fall 2020 semester as the head copy editor. 

Earlier this year, TAPinto at Raritan 
Bay offered Block an internship/free
lance job position. 

"This was exciting because it was 
my first paid gig, with me getting $40 
per freelanced piece. That offer contin
ues now if I choose to write with them 
whenever I can," Block said. 

May through August 2021, VUE 
New Jersey magazine and media 
group took Block on as an intern, 
which had her write digital features 
and posts, helping with social media a 
bit, and Block got to test the waters in 
marketing outreach as well. 

Block writes for each of these when 
she can find time while a college 
senior at Rutgers University. 

Block said, "I never told myself I 
was the college kid ready for the real 
world, I want to stress internships 
because they are the best way to learn 
and be prepared. You get more when 
you are hands-on but definitely focus 
in class because you can take away so 
much from your professors with their 
life lessons and previous jobs in the 
field." 

"I am so grateful to be where I 
am now and couldn't have gotten it 
without Professor Edward's big bank 
[of journalism knowledge] and with 
the drive she had. Professor Edwards 
helped me not throw in the towel by 
teaching me how to juggle everything," 
said Block. 

During her time at Middlesex, 
Block was a member of the Quo Vadis 
Newspaper Team as a staff writer, copy 
editor and section editor who wrote 
numerous profile stories. 

At College, Block maintained a 4.0 
GPA and joined the Phi Theta Kappa 
(PTK) Honor Society, earning a PTK 
Honor Society scholarship to continue 
her journalism studies at Rutgers Uni
versity-New Brunswick for the School 
of Arts and Sciences. 

The PTK Honor Society scholarship 
is only for Rutgers University, securing 
Block's decision on a four-year college. 

After graduating, Block enrolled 
at Rutgers with the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society scholarship, and she 
earned the Frank M. Chambers award 
for maintaining a 4.0 GPA. 

With these two awards, Block 
received more financial freedom to be 
able to not only major in journalism 
and media studies but also minor in 
digital communication, information, 
and media (DCIM) to broaden her 
studies and learn more. 

Block plans to start applying for 
jobs and other opportunities in prepa
ration for her May 2022 graduation 
date from Rutgers University. 



Franchesca Rodriguez, a recent Middlesex 
College alum, leads by example to show 
that students can become well-rounded 
with their education and career by being 
involved in their community. 

Rodriguez wanted to be more than just 
a student here for the transfer credits; she 
knew Middlesex College could offer her 
amazing opportunities to further her in life 
by being a part of the college community: 

As a student, Rodriguez decided to be 
involved on the campus by joining the 
National Honor Society Phi Theta Kappa 
Upsilon Gamma Chapter (PTK). 

As the public relations secretary of PTK, 
Rodriguez would work with the organiza
tion's officers to plan and think of events 
for students and faculty; then she would 
manage posting information about the 
upcoming events. 

The National Honor Society would also 
come up with donations for the members 
and students to participate in, Rodriguez 
would help and donate when she could. 

Understanding that campus life and 
socialization help bring students together 
to further their education, Rodriguez also 
joined the Educational Opportunity Fund 
Program (EOF) as a student member. 

As a student member for EOF, Rodriguez 
discussed academic and career objectives 
with other student members to help plan 
and grow her academic future. 

"I am so grateful to have been in the 
programs I was in. They really emphasized 
on helping students all things school and 
transferring related. They helped me grow 
not only as a student but as a person," Rodri
guez said. 

Not only did Rodriguez realize the impor
tance of learning from and helping current 
students, but she also attended numerous 
panels and spoke to alumni to help her find 
the right fit and knowledge. 

"I'm currently learning a new language 
for my own interest and that will also help 
me expand my studies later and I plan to 
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keep taking classes that interest me and 
my curiosity to then join programs and 
jobs that help students," Rodriguez said. 

Taking what she learned from Middlesex 
College, Rodriguez is currently attending 
Rutgers University continuing as a com
munications major and pursuing a global 
studies minor to broaden her learning 
experience. 

"I really like the program at Rutgers and 
all the possibilities studying here could 
offer me. My life after community college 
has brought on 
new challenges and 
lessons that will 
guide me through 
the industry and 
opportunities," said 
Rodriguez. 
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Middlesex College students Zachary 
O'Connor and Rebecca Alfrey find employ
ment opportunities at Disney World with 
the Disney College Program or as a direct 
employee. 

Last year, O'Connor applied for the Dis
ney College Program since he figured this 
would look great on a resume if he became 
an education teacher. 

Also dreaming of the Disney College 
Program, Alfrey, Middlesex College, graphic 
design major, said, "I always wanted to do 
the Disney College Program when I found 
out about it in high school." 

The program allows students to receive 
on-the-job experience within the different 
Disney parks while participating in their 
college coursework. 

Growing up as a Disney child, O'Connor 
always dreamed of working at one of the 
parks in the future to become a part of the 
company's magic. 

"Disney is a reputable company, but 
also I grew up as a Disney child, so it 
was my dream to work for the company," 
O'Connor said. 

When COVID-19 hit, the fall Disney 
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College Program of 
2020 was canceled, 
so O'Connor went 
back to studying 
as an education 
major at Middlesex 
College. Alfrey took 

ByA daClark 
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a break from college due to not being able 
to learn as well with online classes. 

During the pandemic, Alfrey worked 
for Six Flags Great Adventure in the rides 
department working Kingda Ka, Superman, 
Nitro, Green Lantern, Batman and Bizzaro. 

While working at Six Flags, she would 
constantly talk to her mom about doing 

the Disney College Program to work in 
the photo pass department or with the 
attractions. 

Originally the program wasn't supposed 
to return for two years, but over the past 
summer with the country reopening, it 
surfaced that the Walt Disney Company 
was bringing the program back. 

O'Connor became thrilled, knowing 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity would 
be coming back, reopening the doors to 
bringing his childhood dream to life. 

O'Connor reapplied to the program to 
work at Walt Disney World this year; he 
was later accepted. 

"I was gonna take online classes from 
Middlesex college, but they didn't have the 
ones I needed offered online, so I took a 
semester off for the program. Plus, Disney 
gives you college credit at the completion 
of the program," O'Connor said. 

When Alfrey was about to go back to 
college to pursue her graphic design career, 
her mom passed away. 

Alfrey said, "It took me some time to get 
my head straight with figuring out how to 
balance school and work and taking care 
of my younger brothers." 

O'Connor currently works in the 
quick-service food and beverage in the 
Fort Wilderness Campground Resort at the 
P&J's Southern Takeout, Meadows Poolside 
Snack Bar and the food truck. 

This past August, Alfrey visited Walt 
Disney World and Universal Studios in Or
lando, Florida for a week to go on vacation 
and take some time to enjoy life. 

"When I went back there, I instantly fell 
in love with everything. The way that Dis
ney updated their policies makes everyone 
feel included and that they can express 
themselves. Universal and their atmo-



sphere are also very welcoming. It brought 
back the spark that I felt I had lost when I 
lost my mom," said Alfrey. 

At that moment, Alfrey decided she was 
not going to wait another second to pursue 
her dream of working for the Walt Disney 
Company, the dream she talked about with 
her mom for so long. 

"I decided to stop thinking about 
everything that is going wrong and to 
make things go right. I love making people 
happy and smiling. I love bringing joy to 
people and turning their bad days into 
slightly better days if I have the power to. I 
feel at Disney I have the power to do that 
no matter what position I work in," Alfrey 
said. 

The program has provided O'Connor 
with magical memories that will last him 
a lifetime with incredible opportunities for 
his career to grow. 

O'Connor said, "If I decide to stay with 
the company, I would like to work in 
customer service or an activity planner at 
one of the resorts since that would be my 
dream role. If not, I'll return to Middlesex 
College at the end of my program and fin
ish my major and transfer to a four year." 

Currently, Alfrey works at both Univer
sal Studios and Walt Disney World. The 
Universal Studios attraction she works at 
is the Hollywood Rip Ride Rockit; while at 
Disney World, she works at Disney Food 
and Beverage, starting at Casey's Corner 
and moving to Port Orleans Riverside. 

Alfrey said, "I hope that during my time 
there I can eventually work my way up 
into doing graphic design for the company. 
Working with that team and developing 
new ideas and designs for their posters, 
banners, park guides, signs for rides, the 
list goes on and on." 

"I love that at Disney, it doesn't matter 
what age you are, there's something for 

you and always will be. I never got to ex
perience Disney growing up. The first time 
I went was when I was 17, but seeing that 
castle for the first time is definitely some
thing else and meeting all the characters 

just hits differently," said Alfrey. 
"I mainly decided to pursue my dream 

because I know that's what my mom 
would have wanted for me. I just want 
to make her proud because I know she is 
watching from above. It was a constant 
thing we talked about and I might not be 
in the Disney College Program, but I'm a 
part-time, hopefully, full-time hire soon," 
said Alfrey. 

After visiting Disney World, Alfrey knew 
she wanted to work there and be a part of 
the magic even though it is not through 
the Disney College Program. 

Working at Disney has made Alfrey's 
dreams come true while making other 
people's dreams come true at the parks. 

Alfrey said, "I actually have a favorite 
quote from Walt Disney, it goes, 'laughter 
is timeless, imagination has no age, and 
dreams are forever.' To me it means that 
no matter how old 
or how young you 
are, you can always 
pursue what you 
dream and enjoy 
every moment." 
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Alumna Kathleen Morgan wants to 
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encourage every 
woman, no matter 
their age, to put 
effort into their de
gree because it will 
help them in life. 

lh \mamla(:lark 

Morgan majored in dietetic technolo
gy while raising two small children and 
graduated in 1985. 

"I cherished my education at Mid
dlesex College in the dietetic program, 
as it was the foundation of a lifetime 
to further education and a career that 

continued to give me tremendous opportu
nities ," Morgan said. 

"I will always be grateful to Middlesex 
College. They were very understanding of 
adult students, especially those with fami
lies," Morgan said. 

Dr. Winifred Collins was the director of 
the dietetic program and strongly urged 
and encouraged Morgan to continue her 
education at Rutgers University. 

"Being an adult student, she believed 
in me and told me that I could do it. I will 
forever be grateful for her encouragement 
to further my education," Morgan said. 

After graduating from Middlesex Col
lege, Morgan transferred to Rutgers Univer
sity to the department of home economics. 

"I was fortunate that they had a pro
gram for women who were returning to 
college that was very beneficial to me," 
Morgan said. 

Once Morgan graduated from Rutgers 
University, she got a doctoral degree be
cause she had the support she needed and 
learned that even though she was an adult 
student with children at home, she could 
get an education and a career. 

"I worked in my career at Rutgers 
University for 28 years and retired June 
1, 2020. I am grateful to have many fond 
memories," Morgan said. 

Morgan let nothing stop her from 
getting the degree she wanted and a 
successful job. She thinks anyone can do it 
and wishes them the best of luck in their 
endeavors. 

"I strongly encourage women to work 
for that degree. Even though there might 
be challenges along the way, it can change 
their life for the best," Morgan said. 
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Middlesex College 
appointed Ana Maria 
Caquias as the college's 
Alumni Representative 
on the Board of Trustees 
during the summer. 

By Amanda Clark, H 

During her enroll
ment at Middlesex Col
lege, she was a College 
Assembly Academic 
Standards Task Force 
member for the 2020-
2021 term. She gradu
ated with an associate 
degree in Liberal Arts 
with a concentration 
in Political Science, the 
Director of Marketing 
Communications, Thom
as Peterson, said. 

Caquias said this 
fall she will pursue her 
bachelor's degree in Lib
eral Studies at Thomas 
Edison State University 
with a focus on public 
interest law and the 
future goal to attend law 
school. 

She works as a pro 
bono coordinator for 
the Newark-based law 
firm Mccarter & English, 
LLP, helping recruit and 
support the firm's attor
neys who participate in 
the pro bono program; 
while serving as a lan
guage interpreter and 
translator for the firm 
and its clients, Caquias 
said. 

"I am honored to 
have been appointed as 
the Middlesex College 
Alumni Representative to the Board of 
Trustees, and hope to provide a voice 
that speaks to the needs, challenges and 
aspirations of the changing landscape that 
makeup Middlesex College students," said 
Caquias. 

Sean Beard, college alumnus of 2016 
and resident of Franklin township, said, "I 
saw the news on social media and I hope 
she proudly advocates for the college stu
dents and alumni." 

Jada Davis, a recent alumna of the 
college from Colonia, said she hopes to see 
the future alumni representative continue 
to spread initiatives to help address equali
ty and diversity on campus. 

Caquias said, "The changing landscape 
not only includes recent high school grad
uates, but also older individuals returning 
to college to add to their education or 
looking to change careers." 

Vikas Matta, an alumnus of 2019 from 

Piscataway, said students in leadership 
should certainly be aware of the demo
graphics at the community college. 

Matta said, "After reading her com
ments, I've high regards for her and hope 
the best for her. Her accomplishments as 
the representative will improve the college 
community and hopefully future students." 

Caquias has advocated for marginalized 
and vulnerable individuals within her 
community and has volunteered with var
ious religious and non-profit organizations 
that address the systemic harms suffered 
by low-income individuals and families, 
Peterson said. 

Advice for current students enrolled 
at Middlesex College, Caquias said, "Enjoy 
your time at Middlesex. I know that bal
ancing life and studies can be very difficult 
at times and you will come up against 
some challenges, but take a moment to 
enjoy your time at Middlesex." 

Caquias said she had the privilege of 
interacting with great professionals, profes
sors and staff who were always helpful and 
understood her concerns. They showed 
that they too had a vested interest in her 
success at Middlesex and left her with very 
fond memories. 

Caquias describes her election to the 
Middlesex College Board of Trustees as an 
honor and hopes to provide an important 
voice that speaks to the Middlesex College 
students' needs, challenges and aspirations. 

"When it comes to leadership and advo
cacy, I'm often reminded of Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg's words: 'Fight 
for the things that 
you care about but 
do it in a way that 
will lead others to 
join you,'" Caquias 
said. 
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Lin-Manuel Miranda's "tick, tick ... BOOM!" is a love letter to the 
late playwright Jonathan Larson and all Broadway musicals. 

The Netflix original , "tick, tick ... BOOM!" is a musical that fol
lows Larson, played by Andrew Garfield, and his thought process 
on making his musical, 'Superbia.' It is based on Larson's autobi
ographical musical, "tick, tick .. . BOOM!," which was rewritten and 
released in 2001 by playwright David Auburn. Larson is about to 
turn 30 and is struggling to finish his futuristic musical he has 
been working on for eight years. It received its first workshop 
production; however, Larson hasn't written the crucial second-act 
solo for one of the character's turning points. Larson is trying to 
finish his musical while working at a diner and balancing his love 
life along with his friendships. 

Throughout the film, it cuts back and forth from the present 
with Larson trying to finish his musical to Larson performing his 
"tick, tick ... BOOM!" musical. Each time it cuts to Larson's future 
performance, you think it's what he is thinking at the moment 
due to it aligning with the timeline, and the song choice illu
minates the scene beautifully. Having it cut back and forth isn't 
distracting; it actually helps the scenes and adds character to Lar
son's work. Garfield conveys Larson's feelings of urgency alongside 
the ambition and frustration of an artist who has so much to say 
but can' t figure out how to say it or put it into words. 

Fans of Larson will be able to see the film foreshadowing his 
iconic "RENT" musical. Also, those who appreciate the detail will 

adore the star-stunning Sunday diner 
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scene. It has some of the original cast from 
"RENT" alongside some from "Hamilton." 

BOOM! 
This scene lets you see the world from his point 
of view in Larson's head. It also takes place in 
the famous Moondance Theater that closed in 
2012, a workplace for many future Broadway 
stars. 

The film is filled with numerous cameos 
everywhere you turn. It stars Robin de Jesus as 
Larson's best friend , Michael, in "RENT" in 1996. 
Vanessa Hudgens plays Karessa, the main char
acter in "Superbia,"' in the film and has played 

Mimi and Maureen in various productions, including "RENT Live." 
In the opening number "30/90," the two men sitting at the table 
are Roger Bart and James Nicola. Bart was a fellow waiter at the 
diner with Larson. He participated in the actual "Superbia"work
shop. Nicola served as artistic director of the New York Theatre 
Workshop, where "RENT'" debuted Off-Broadway. During the scene 
where Larson plays a piece in a writers workshop for a panel, Nick 
Blaemire appears as Larson in the 2016 Off-Broadway revival of 
"Tick, Tick ... BOOM!." There are endless more cameos from people 
who impacted Larson's life and people from Broadway who have 
become loved by fans. 

The run time is 1 hour and 55 minutes, and it's not enough. 
The beginning of the film shows footage of Garfield's Larson 
performing the "tick, tick .. . BOOM!" in a 3X3 format as if it was 
recorded on a camcorder. This ties in with the end of the film , 
where they show actual footage of Larson performing "tick, tick ... 
BOOM!"which was originally titled '30/90.' To be able to watch 
Larson perform his autobiographical and see just how Garfield 
captured Larson's personality and performance was eye-opening. 
If Miranda creates a sequel with the same cast going into more of 
Larson's life would be something I'd give my money to see. 

"tick, tick .. . BOOM!" is a masterpiece with storytelling through 
visuals and songs. Each song tells the story of what Larson por
trayed each event as. Miranda created a world where everything 
comes alive with each stroke of creativity. There isn't a scene that 
went wrong or needed to be fixed. Miranda's "tick, tick ... BOOM!" 
comes together in a way where it's an appreciation piece for not 
only Larson but all of Broadway. 



D 
enis Villeneuve's version of Frank Herbert's 1965 novel, "Dune," opens with the title reading "Dune: Part One." 
You won't want to blink because it then cuts straight to the characters without much backstory: As if it isn't a 
film, the film begins with what the characters are currently dealing with. "Dune" reminds you that if someone 
walked into your life, they would only see what is currently going on, and they wouldn't get a backstory to un
derstand the details. That makes the viewer need to think while watching the film; it is not something you put 

on in the background or not give your full attention. 

The film is unpredictable, and the director doesn't rush the plot. Make sure to have your coffee beforehand. The film could 
feel slow for some people and tempt them to take a nap, but I insist you don't. If there's a moment you miss, the rest of the 
film will be confusing. Each scene is crucial to watch and understand to acknowledge what follows. "Dune" takes the fine 
details to make them an entire scene, causing the film to feel incomplete and long. However, the plot is not what makes 
this film a masterpiece. 

"Dune" is filled with stunning visuals with a color palette worth seeing. Every person who watches "Dune" will be blessed 
with the color choice and cinematography it has to offer. The entire film follows the same palette, which is the reason it 
doesn't feel washed out with the color choice of beige, blue, orange and grey. Each scene compliments the next with the co
lor adding character to the desert and the other stunningly detailed production designs. On top of the visual appreciation, 
the soundtrack will move you to feel the intensity of each moment and the emotion of some characters. It is a soundtrack 
that pulls you in and doesn't let go, only to have gone missing at the end. 

Just as the film started,it ended the same way, out ofnowhe
needed powerful music. That makes the viewer want to 
ling the film is inadequate. One of the biggest factors 
one of two things: leaves the viewer with a clif· 
want to know, or it provides a conclusion that 
tely, "Dune" failed to deliver. Since it is part one 
a cliffhanger. Although it gave me the sense that 
know what happens, but if it gets canceled, then 
end the film does not give me the urgency to find 
lose interest in assuming and imagining how the 

"Dune" is an extremely visually pleasing 
it is a film that does not fully deliver on 

By Amanda Clark 

re at a random scene with the least amount of the 
watch more; however, it leaves the audience fee

a film needs is a satisfying ending that does 
fhanger and makes the viewer desperately 
needs no further explanation. Unfortuna
out of two, "Dune" left the audience with 
if they release another film, then great, I'll 
I need not worry: The scene they chose to 
out what happens, which caused me to 

next film will begin. 

film that deserves applause; nonetheless, 
any other aspect. 
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Martin Short, Steve Martin and Selena Gomez star in a Hutu com
edy about the unlikely friends starting a murder mystery podcast 
in a New York luxury building. 

Oliver Putnam, Charles-Haden Savage and Mabel Mora are all 
obsessed with true-crime podcasts, so when a fellow resident, Tim 
Kono, is murdered in his apartment, they come together to solve 
the case. They've created their own podcast titled "Only Murders 
in the Building." A new podcast episode releases each episode, 
getting one step closer to discovering the murderer. 

"Only Murders in the Building"became obsessed wit h blindsiding 
not only the viewer but the characters as well. Each episode in
troduces new practical suspects and then leans toward a new one 
at the end. With each step of getting closer to solving the murder, 
we discover new details about not only Tim Kono's life but Oliver, 
Charles and Mabel's lives as well. Each new revealed piece of infor
mation lets the viewer and characters believe they know more to 
put together the missing aspects of the murder. It allows you to 
believe anyone can solve a mystery as long as you work together 
and look at the small details to follow every clue. 

Any show can string together a suspenseful whodunnit, but "Only 
Murders In The Building" examines loneliness as an individual 
mystery between characters, creating a more captiva ting concept. 
The age difference of Mabel between Oliver and 
Charles shows age does not need to be a 
barrier in relationships. Their loneliness 
and love for murder podcasts pull them 
together to show that anyone can make 
a healtliy connection. The spaces 

"Only Murclers In rrne Building" is bold, calm and terrifying, 
comforting, empatfietic ancl hilarious. This show has everything 
it needs to serve a masterpiece on a silver platter. Each episode 
begins wfth a new voi~ explaining the situation. It's a strik
ing narrative approacn tnat ets you get in the character's head 
talking and see it all from ttieir point of view. 

With each new plot twist, th re comes the chance of the show 
becomin redundant, old or no longer interesting. We can thank 
Steve Ma ·n and John Hoffman, the show's creators, for not 
letting the viewer down. Eve ·y moment of the show is a moment 
that draws you in, wanting more without the feeling of disap
pointmen~ The complexit~ f the plot with the whodunnit allows 
viewers to imagine the ending. Another interesting plot twist 
appears wlien we think we get the answers, throwing everyone off 
the origi al mindset. :rnis causes them to be more cautious while 
looking c oser to the little d~tai ls. 

Building" ends the 
satisfaction while 
obsession of who-

one does not 
aspect. Viewers 
can only hope 

season two will 
give us the same 

impact. 





GhostBusters: 
Tlie film, "Gliosttiusters: 
Afterlife" takes place after 
"Ghostbusters II" whicli 
was 32 years ago. A single 
mother, Callie (Carrie Coon), 

Afterlife 
and her two children, Trevor (Finn Wolfhard) and Plioeoe (Mck
enna Grace), move to a broken-down farmhouse in the middle 
of nowhere. Callie's father, Egon Spengler, passed and left her his 
house and everything he owned. Inside the house, Spengler left 
ghostbusting paraphernalia for Phoebe and Trevor to discover. 
There are moments of nostalgia spread through the entire film, 
perfect for fans of the franchise. Phoebe and Trevor are left to 
take over the 'Ghostbusters' legacy to prevent ghosts from taking 
over. This film has familiar characters who are the villains that 
the Ghostbusters need to go against. 

"Ghostbusters: Afterlife" was directed by Jason Reitman, son of 
Ivan Reitman, who directed the first two movies in the 1980s. It is 
essentially a nostalgia trip and a generational hand-off like "Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens,"but these new kids keep the legacy 
alive with taste. The movie is not only a homage to the first two 
films, but overall it's a touching tribute to Harold Ramis, tlie 
co-writer and co-star of"Ghostbusters I and II ," who passed away 
in 2014. 

The references are enjoyable and make any 'Ghostbusters' fan 
smile, even if it feels like the camera lingers for too long on 
some props from the original movies. In addition to the original 
film's props being used, Reitman gave a revamp on the car and 
that the original ghost fans love all too well. Seeing the original 
Ghostbusters appear in their uniforms and using the proton 
packs adds a golden touch to the film. Being able to see more of 
Raymond Stantz (Dan Aykroyd), Peter Venkman (Bill Murray), and 
Winston Zeddemore (Ernie Hudson) in action doing what tliey 
do best was the highlight of"Ghostbusters: Afterlife." 

The only exception to the harmless references is at the end of 
the movie, where it sends the nostalgia over the cliff. The ghost 
of Spengler appears to help them all defeat the villain from tlie 
1984 "Ghost busters," the God of Destruction known as Gozer. At 
first, it was the scene "Ghostbusters" fans needed: Spengler's gllost 
assisting Phoebe with her proton blaster and holding it steady 
alongside Stantz, Venkman and Zeddemore. Then it transitions 
to him just nodding and standing there while everyone talks to 
him apologizing and saying their goodbyes. It felt awkward for 
Spengler to be there as long as he was and not speaking; howev
er, it's better than if he did say anything. Having computer-gen
erated imagery (CGI) face talk ruins how good the CGI comes out 
and the CGI for Ramis's character came out incredible. If you tal<e 
"The Mandalorian," for example, when young Luke Skywall<er 
(Mark Hamill) comes to rescue the characters and talks to tliem, 
you can notice his lips don't move properly with his pronuncia-
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deac\. Wliicli leads us to tlie question, wlio would c\o tlie voice oC 
Spengler? 
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"Free Guy" is your friend who acts like a hyperactive child but 
always makes you laugh and want more. 

When the bank teller, Guy, played by Ryan Reynolds, sees a 
woman with sunglasses, Millie, played by Jodie Comer, he im
mediately begins rethinking his everyday repetitive sched
ule. Breaking from being a background character in a game, 
Guy tries to impress her, only to team up with her to protect 
the game from outside forces. 

Directed by Shawn Levy, the film hit theaters on Aug. 13. It's 
a movie filled with suspense, action, drama, and most of all, 
comedy at the right times in the movie. Despite the trailer, 
the film's comedy never made you think it was your 
overly cheesy uncle making the jokes. Instead, the 
film hits every comedic and gaming aspect on 
target. It was as if they had Reynolds write his 
lines and hire a gamer with a 
crush to do the rest. 

"Free Guy" pulls many of its aspects from other 
films like "The Truman Show,""Ready Player One," 
"Wreck-It Ralph,""The Matrix" and "They Live."Yet, the 
film still maintains some individuality and has its own 
references while also incorporating these other films' 
imagery. Although it's not a knock-off or remake of any 
film ,"Free Guy" has its own plot that makes you want to 
watch till the end and see if Guy and Millie accomplish 
their mission. 

Of course, "Free Guy" is just like most movies that get released 
where the journey they take always leads to them finally 
reaching for what they wanted all along after a few obstacles; 
however, you believe that won't happen for a split second. 

The cast was immaculate. Ronna Kress, Lisa Lobel and Angela Peri 
are the casting agents for a reason; they knew these great actors 

know what they're doing. Reynolds played his normal 
comedic role perfectly. Comer puts her emotion 

and skills beyond her limit and actually had me 
believe she was gaming all her life. Joe Keery 
had amazing growth as a character that almost 
had me talking to the screen at him. If Taika 

Wai ti ti and the rest of the cast wanted to take 
the careers their character had and do it for a 
living, I can see them fitting in perfectly. 

Overall, "Free Guy" is the type of movie to 
see if you want an enjoyable night 

and laugh with friends. You 
cheer for Guy to break 

free from being a 
background char

acter while 
cheering 

for Millie in the real 
world to reach what 
she's been after for a while. 
The movie pulls you in and 
gets you attached to the char
acters while hoping they get 
what they've been fighting 
for the whole movie. 
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The sequel to the 2018 "Halloween" film, "Halloween Kills," introduces 
a few new and old characters. They are familiar people from the John 
Carpenter films, and the new people from the David Green films. 
Tommy Doyle, played by Anthony Michael Hall, the kid Laurie Strode, 
played by Jamie Lee Curtis, babysat in 1978, gets together with fellow 
survivors every year on Halloween. Lindsey Wallace, played by Kyle 
Richards, Marion Chambers, played by Nancy Stephens and Lonnie 

Elam, played by Robert Longstreet, celebrate surviving 40 years of Micheal Myers. However, Myers never dies and kills people on Hallow
een, setting them up to be victims for another time. 

The movie starts like most of the other films in this series,just a few seconds after the previous film. Strode is in the hospital with other 
victims. Doyle starts a rampage in the hospital, repeatedly shouting, "Evil dies tonight!" After the rampage cools down, everyone in the 
town gathers to kill Myers. This film is about the townspeople being angry and trying to hunt Myers down to kill him, only to end up 
dead. Myers just wanted to head home, but the people hunting him got in the way. As a serial killer, Myers feels it is right to slaughter 
them, then prop them up in a position that's meant to be scary, but you can't help but laugh. 

This film has a lot more kills, more characters that it wants you to become attached to but don't, plus more references and more chaos 
overall. "Halloween Kills" is trying to be a darker film than the previous one. It is filled with blood squirting, spilling, and shooting every
where that makes it look believable, but with a little extra blood than needed. You aren't supposed to laugh at a few scenes, but they do 
make you have a few giggles. Everyone in the film doesn't think, they just act idiotically. When everyone knows he's impossible to kill, 
they shouldn't go after him if they think stabbing him a few times or a few bullets will do the job. 

When you think of the "Halloween" films, your first thought is Laurie 
huge disappointment when it comes to Myers trying to kill Strode 
time. They never step foot into the same room or even the same 
to see is Strode taking an ax to Myers and chopping his head off. 
kill him. Everyone else who wants to doesn't understand what 
and they aren't. 

"Halloween Kills" is the film 
get the familiar characters 
watch the movies should 
theater with medi-
over the plot, 
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to watch for horror 
from the original films 
consider another horror 
um to low expectations. 

this would be a good film to 

Bv Amanda Clark 

Strode against Micheal Myers. This film is a 
while she is trying to kill Myers at the same 
scene in "Halloween Kills." What people need 
She is the one who can and will be able to 
it takes, which we see since Myers is alive 

fans who love the "Halloween" series. You 
and news ones. People just starting to 

series to sit down and watch or go to the 
If you're someone who prefers action 

see on half-priced Tuesdays at AMC. 



A
ntlers" is a film about literal , 
mental, and supernatural 
darkness. 

Set in a dying rural town in Oregon, the 
film follows Lucas, played by Jeremy T. 
Thomas, a troubled 12-year-old boy who 
has a dark secret in his house. For the past 
three weeks, no one has seen his little 
brother or their father. Lucas' father and 
little brother are in an attic while "poi
soned" and need to be fed . Lucas feels like 
he's the one who needs to do it and keeps 
it a secret from the town. His teacher, Julia, 
played by Keri Russell , notices signs of 
abuse on Lucas and takes matters into her 
own hands. Murders appear across town 
connecting to Lucas' father. That brings 
Julia's brother, the sheriff, played by Jesse 
Plemons, to look into the situation. 

lh Amanda Clark 

NTLERS 

Throughout the entire fi lm, there is a 
darkness that follows. The darkness of the 
low-lit filmmaking draws the viewer's eye 
to what the filmmaker wants us to focus 
on. It also gives the sense that something 
is coming, making you wait on the edge of 
your seat. You don't quite know what will 
jump out of the darkness until something 
moves, and makes your heart jump out 
of your body. With the low-lit aspect of 
the film , the color that appears on screen 
is dull. Dull in the way that gives goose
bumps to the viewer, letting them know 
this is not a Hallmark movie. 

Lucas carries mental and physical dark
ness around him throughout the whole 
film . With the wendigo monster taking 
over his father and brother, he feels like 
he must help them. That makes him carry 
darkness around him and mentally strips 
his sanity. He has become an adult taking 
care of his education and family at the 

same time. Unfortunately, Lucas doesn't 
completely understand what he is dealing 
with. 

The story may not be as exciting or 
thrilling compared to other horror films, 
but "Antlers" is a dynamically construct
ed plot. It makes the viewers want to see 
how the situation plays out, and know if 
Lucas and Julia will fight their demons. 
Each detail shown about the characters or 
the situation is revealed at the right time, 
feeding the viewer only what they need 
to know when they need to know it. The 
film doesn't rush any of the information, 
which leaves you with the satisfaction of 
knowing the director gave it the attention 
it deserves. 

"Antlers" is a film to watch without young
er kids. It shows nothing but darkness with 
an extensive production set up producing 
a visually pleasing and immersive fi lm. 

'"3 6 
\hird, 
:W:.!:.! 
lll11l' < :oh \ il w 



lh Amanda Clark 

'''3 7 
\lard, 
:!O:!:! 

Jon Watts"Spider-Man No Way Home' is the definition of a film that delivers what fans want. 

With Spider-Man's identity now revealed, Peter Parker (Tom Holland) is no longer living two sepa-
rate lives. It does, however, cause Parker's life to turn upside down. With Mysterio making the public 
believe Parker was the one at fault for the attack on London, he hires Matt Murdock (Charlie Cox) as 
his lawyer. With his cameo giving fans a reason to scream with joy in theaters, this wasn't going to be 
the loudest people would be. The press portrays Parker in a bad way, and he seeks help from Doctor 
Strange (Benedict Cumberbatch). Strange agrees to make the world forget that Parker is Spider-Man. 
However, Parker disrupts the spell causing it to bring the multiverse upon them. Fan-favorite villains, 
the Green Goblin (Willem Dafoe), Doc Ock (Alfred Molina), Electro (Jamie Foxx), Sandman (Thomas 
Haden Church) and The Lizard (Rhys !fans) come back to pick up where they left off in their original 
films. 

Parker tries to cure them of the powers that make them villains, but the Green Goblin turns them all 
in favor of the idea of taking over this new universe. With the multiverse collapsing and bringing the 
villains into Tom Holland's Spiderman's world, it brings a few other familiar characters as well. MJ 
(Zendaya) and Ned (Jacob Batalon) try to find Parker after the villains turn against them, but stumble 
upon two Spider-Men from different universes. Andrew Garfield and Tobey Maguire appearing on 
screen caused the viewers in theaters to scream with so much delight, it was hard to hear the next 
minute of the film. The three Spider-Men work together to bring balance to each universe, with help at 
the end from Strange. 

Strange explains how the spell from the beginning of the movie backfired. Instead of people forgetting 
Parker is Spider-Man, everyone who knows Parker was Spider-Man in other universes were brought to 
Holland's Spider-Man's universe. However, Electro never found out Garfield's Parker was Spider-Man. 
Electro even made a comment at the end saying Garfield isn't what he thought Spider-Man looked 
like. This being the major plot hole the film has, fans can't complain about it because it brought Foxx 
back to the big screen as Electro. Despite the other plot holes and continuity errors the film contains, 

Spider-Man fans don't have any reason not to be obsessed with the film. 

Another enjoyable scene is when all three Parkers are together in the lab creating the cures for 
the villains, interacting with each other. This reminds the viewer that all Parkers are geniuses 
when it comes to science, all while giving the fans the interaction they've been dying for. 

1lh1t· < :oil \ ,he 



Ned asks Maguire's Parker if his friend was his "guy in the chair" as well. Maguire's Parker tells Ned 
how Harry Osborn (James Franco) died in his arms after turning against him. Garfield refrains from 
telling Ned that his universe's Harry Osborn (Dane DeHaan) also turned against him. Ned then goes 
to Holland's Parker and promises to never turn evil and try to kill him. However, in the end, the entire 
universe does forget Parker is Spider-Man which means Ned doesn't remember that promise. This 
could be foreshadowing a future Tom Holland Spider-Man film where Ned becomes Hobgoblin. 

Dafoe's iconic character quote, "I'm something of a scientist myself" makes its way into the film, which 
could have been the main reason to go watch the film if Garfield and Maguire didn't make an ap
pearance.'Spider-Man No Way Home'is filled with easter eggs from Garfield's and Maguire's films that 
only make the film even more outstanding. Aunt May's (Marisa Tomei) demise brings about another 
familiar line, "With great power comes great responsibility."This quote is what brings Holland's Parker 
to trust Garfield's and Maguire's Parker. They all received the same quote from their dying guardian 
who died because of them. 

Fans had conspiracy theories that Garfield and Maguire would return in this film. However, most peo
ple, including myself, thought Maguire's Parker would be similar to Peter B. Parker from 'Spider-Man: 
Into The Spider-Verse.' Yet, Garfield's Parker was more like Peter B. Parker, while Maguire's Parker was 
more like Chris Pine's Peter Parker in 'Spider-Man: Into The Spider-Verse.'The film makes you want to 
cry and laugh at the same time. There are numerous twists and turns that can either be seen coming 
or ones that shock you. 

With all three Spider-Man inclusions in the movie, every fan's dream comes true. We get to see them 
discuss the villains they fought , witness Garfield and Holland's Parkers be in awe of Maguire's Parker 
not needing an external web-shooter, watch them interact with their past villains again, 
and most importantly have all three of them swing in the air together. As 
the film progresses, each situation with the three "' . . , Spider-Men gets 
better and better. ''.. ~ --?;i} , 

-· !~'~. /.,. 
'Spider-Man No Way Home' is a film that can 
over and over again with new and exciting 
be spotted. It's a film that listened to the 
delivered the much needed content in the 
universe. 
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Matt Bettinelli-Olpin and Tyler Gillett's 2022 "Scream" has provided a new generation of Ghost face victims alongside the beloved origi
nal Ghostface survivor trio. "Scream 5" is the fifth ·scream' movie to deliver the needed Ghost face to the fans. 

Every 'Scream' movie uses the knowledge of characters from other horror movies to navigate its plot. There's an unspoken rule that 
horror movies don't exist in horror movies, which is why characters act as if they've never seen one. The ·scream' franchise toys with 
the idea that horror movies exist, which helps the victims figure out what will happen. 

"Scream 5" picks up in Woodsboro 11 
the town to be afraid . Sam (Melissa 
(Jenna Ortega), being hospitalized 
Ghost face, Billy Loomis, she 
Loomis (Skeet Ulrich), Sam and 
figure out who the killer is with 
Prescott (Neve Campbell) can 
and Dewey Riley (David Ar-
Riley. 

With each killing, the 
unveiled. Ghostface 
original house where 
Prescott. There we can 
Weathers where they've 
not trusting a 'victim .' 

With the identity being 
Ghostfaces, the idea is to 
a fake franchise within the 
reason told for "Scream 5" 
and recreate the original Stab 
are fans in real life who actu-
franchise too far, whether they send 
break and enter into actors' places, 
celebrity. These two Stab fans, who felt 
Stab movie, got it in their head to create 
(a made-up word from the film combining 

Trying not to overkill the viewer with the new 
ation victims, there were many premier nods to the 
cast. One of the finest and most unexpected forms of 
the 1996 "Scream" was including a well-done de-ag-
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Ulrich to take up his role as 
Since this scene happened 
hallucination, it didn't have 
be picture perfect. We saw 
of Loomis' psychopath 
convince his daughter, Sam, 
time he appeared on screen, 

years after "Scream 4," with more Ghostface killings causing 
Barerra) returns to Woodsboro due to her sister, Tara 

as the first victim. Being the daughter of the original 
blames her half-sister's attack. Seeing the ghost of 

her boyfriend, Richie Kirsch (Jack Quaid), try to 
some C:hostface victim veterans. Before Sidney 

reunite with Gale Weathers (Courteney Cox) 
quette), Ghostface has the honor of killing 

killer's identity gets closer to being 
lures the remaining people to the 
Loomis and Stu tried killing 
see a version of Prescott and 
grown up to know the signs of 

revealed of two different 
save the Stab franchise, 
·scream' movies. This 
Ghostface killers to try 

movie is believable. There 
ally take their love for a 

death threats to actors, 
or kill their favorite 

insulted by the latest 
a worthy "requal" 

sequel/reboot). 

Ghostface gener
original "Scream" 
recognition of 
ing of Skeet 
Billy Loomis. 
in the form of a 
the need to 
the version 
side trying to 
to kill . Each 
it made me 



want to rewatch the first "Scream" film and then the entire franchise. 

The 'Scream' franchise has always been self-aware, riffing on itself as well as the larger horror genre 
the films are a part of. Just like the first two films where Randy Meeks (Jamie Kennedy) was the film 
horror expert aiding self-awareness, "Scream 5" has Meeks' niece doing the same exact thing. Mindy 
Meeks-Martin (Jasmin Savoy Brown) is the new generation's horror expert who finds it thrilling 
yet knowledgeable to be caught up in this horror show. One of the preeminent scenes is when 
Meeks-Martin is watching the scene in Stab that is based on Meeks screaming at the TV, 
"Turn around he's behind you." She listens to the screen screaming but then realizes she's 
being told to turn around. 

With Meeks' family being a part of the new generation to help fans not feel over
whelmed with the younger generation, his sister, Martha Meeks (Heather Mataraz
zo) from "Scream 3" makes an appearance. This helps the viewer realize that 
"Scream 5" isn't trying to make a long stretch to create a connection to the 
original films. 

With all of the details Matt Bettinelli-Olpin and Tyler Gillett have in 
"Scream 5," they might've let viewers have an easier time predicting the 
Ghostface killer in this film. Sam's boyfriend insists on coming with her 
to Woodsboro to make sure her sister is okay and safe from Ghostface, 
which is what a genuine guy would do. However, he claims to never 
have watched the Stab movies or been a horror fan , and this gets tested 
throughout the film. For someone who is not a horror fan , he keeps insisting 
the situation is just like the one in the 'Halloween' movies. Of course, he cannot 
appear to be obsessed with the Stab movies or he'll not only be a subject of inter
est but will not have had the trust from the others. In addition to this, Riley tells 
Sam to suspect her boyfriend, also known as Kirsch, and he's been through this to 
the point where he even admits that most of the time it's the boyfriend. We can 
even see that the Ghostface veterans know what they're doing when Prescott and 
Weathers don't fall for the "help me" trap. 

Since it's a 'Scream' movie, we already know there are two killers. Otherwise, how 
would they be able to do all of the killings and convince the victims they aren't 
the killers? The second killer isn't as apparent; however, the opening scene lets 
killers question the tactical moves of Ghostface. The first mistake was texting 
Tara from her friend Amber Freeman's (Mikey Madison) phone and sending 
a prerecorded video. If the Ghostface killer is trying to blackmail Tara into 
playing a game, why would he not just Facetime to show Freeman is about to 
die? A prerecorded video makes the viewer believe Freeman could be one of the 
Ghostface killers. 

The movie does the complete opposite of letting the fans down. It delivers 
on every mark that a 'Scream' movie needs. Two Ghostface killers, check. The 
Ghostface killer being two different people obsessed with either the Stab 
movies or wanting to kill either Prescott, Weathers or Riley, check. Taking place 
in a familiar setting, check. Having the character who goes off horror films to 
survive this one who also makes the film self-aware, check. Having the quote, 
"What's your favorite scary movie?" check. Some could argue it pushes the new 
generation victims more than necessary however, they make up for it with the 
perfect amount of ties to the older films. 
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The phrase "show, don't tell" must've been something taken to 
heart by Guillermo de\ Toro for "Nightmare Alley." 

Those first words of the film weren't spoken until over 11 

minutes in. It was said with hesitation and disgust towards a 
man dehumanized for entertainment that pays well. This film 
is nothing but psychological tunnels and downward spirals for 
Bradley Cooper's character Stanton Carlisle. 

It comes full circle. 
The circular symbolism was imposed by the spins of the 

Circus's Ferris wheel along with the foreshadowing connections. 
Carlisle's end can not only be interpreted by him repeatedly say
ing he never drinks but also with Pete's (David Strathairn) words 
of wisdom that are said to Carlisle. "People are desperate to be 
seen," Pete says. "People are desperate to tell you who they are." 
Carlisle takes this and turns it into what he sees as an opportu
nity. 

With a sophisticated word code, Carlisle learns how to pre
tend to read minds and guess objects while being blindfolded. 
This trick draws Carlisle to a new calling that'll only bring him to 
what he was disgusted with in the beginning. 

With Carlisle being a man of few words at first , you feel a hes
itation to trust him, especially seeing the opening scene of him 
burning a dead body in a house. 

Once Carlisle begins to be more comfortable around the 
circus people he grew acquainted with, you feel this trust in 
him. It's a trust where you know it won't last long but he seems 
genuine. 

Once Carlisle runs away with his love interest, Molly Cahill 
(Rooney Mara) to do a two-person show using the sophisticated 
word code to fool rich people, you can see his greed growing. 
With Carlisle talking not only more frequently but also quite 
confidently, all trust in him is gone. It's amazing how his person
ality changes and grows to be unrecognizable. 

He is so care- ful to become someone who not only 
sets himself up for success, but to take advantage 
of the emo- ti on ally wealthy. However, 
in a world where everyone relies on 
money and has a need to feel better 
than others, how could Carlisle not 
go down the path to find the 
perfect person to use? 

Carlisle's un-
scrupulous greed 
makes him come 
into contact with 
Dr. Ritter (Cate 
Blanchett), a psychol-
ogist with disdain for 
men like him who swindle the emo-

Blul' ( :olt \ 'ik 

tionally weak. The viewer 
can instantly tell she is a woman who 
knows how to take care of herself 
and take advantage of people. But 
she takes advantage of people in a 
different way than Carlisle does. 
We see her do it in a subtle way 

where it will come out in her favor, compared to Carlisle where we 
constantly see him inch closer to his circular downfall. You want 
to tell Carlisle to be careful of her and take notes to become a 
better scammer because, in a strange way, it's easy to grow to care 
for him because there is a deep emotional reason for why he's 
doing this. Yet, at the same time, you want to see him destroyed 
and become the very thing he was disgusted with. 

With malevolence, Ritter manages to ruin Carlisle by getting 
him to drink, from him never having a drink in his life and being 
proud of it to alcoholism. This diminishes Carlisle,just like it 
diminished Pete. With him being an alcoholic, drunk on power, his 
circle starts to form. 

Arriving at the circus, learning how they found someone to 
dehumanize, growing to fame and power, to only let it be 
destroyed by his own doing. It was Carlisle 
who got wrapped up with the tete-a-tete 
scenes •••.._ with Ritter while ignoring the 
warn- ings. 

The last scene of the film lets us in-
terpret him acknowledging how it has 
come full circle. Learning how the 
boss offers them a drink then a job 
but insists how it's temporary to only 
make him even more of a drunk to not 
real- ize what happened. Seeing him 
take a pause then say how he was born 
for the job while laughing, it's a 
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unique moment 
where the sad

ness makes 
you feel pity 
for him. 

Carlisle 
doesn't de

serve pity, he 
does deserve 

what came 
around for him, 

but seeing him re
alize what happened 

draws the emotion out 
of the viewer. 

"Nightmare Alley" 
drags you down with its 
self-destructive char
acter. 
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When my sister recommended "Jacka by" by William Ritter, I casually told her I'd add it to my list. She gave 
me a description, and I gave her the usual reply: "That sounds good!" After rereading the same books for 
months, I decided to give "Jackaby" a shot, and I'm glad I did . 

"Jacka by" is a steam punk, historical fiction story taking place in the 1890s. Some have described this 
book as "Sherlock Holmes" meets "Doctor Who," and some have described this as "Sherlock Holmes" 

meets "Buffy the Vampire Slayer." I think this is a combination of all three, but you don' t need to 
be a fan of any of the three to appreciate this. 

This book alludes to folklore, mythology and the supernatural , with phenomenal writing. "Jack
a by" centers around two main characters, Abigail Rook and R.F. Jacka by. Abigail is the narrator 
of the story and provides a sense of being the voice of reason and showcases the reader's cu
riosity.This is not a horror story by any means, but Abigail does describe things in 
such a way that it gives an eerie vibe to the story, and draws the reader 

in; for in~ •- • the ship has dark undertones. 

Ritter's writing has a dark hu 
though he's from Oregon. Although note 

is humor and banter between Jackaby and pract 
ing the story feel like the pages are turning themselve 

One aspect that Ritter did exceptionally well was how he wrote 
the time where there were such rigid gender roles, she was fiercely i 

Abigail is a multilayered character who's a mixture ofrough-and-toug mmm1ty. 
She is probably the first female protagonist that I didn't hate. Abigail is intelligent, 

practical and witty. She has a genuine interest in Jackaby's work. 

I understand the comparisons with Jackaby and Sherlock Holmes and the 11th Doc· 
tor from "Doctor Who." His power of observation allows Jackaby to see things others 

would ignore. He has moments of lacking emotions, therefore lacking tact, which 
leads to most of the humor, in comparison to Sherlock. There are a few tender mo

ments, which shows the comparison to the 11th Doctor. Seeing that duality within 
Jackaby makes him an intriguing character. 

While I didn' t think the mystery was too hard to figure out, many twists and turns, and 
secondary characters made this story exciting. "Jacka by" is a laugh-out-loud story that will 
continuously have you wondering what will happen next. 



I first watched ·'The Dark Knight" in 2009. At that time, I watched it as a normal 
action movie. After almost twelve years, my perspective of watching this movie has 
totally changed. Perhaps I am more mature and my analysis is based on which lens 
I am wearing. There are a number of factors which I noticed and I want to 
highlight. 

Firstly, it is important to understand what ideology is? And how we be
lieve it? "Ideology is a belief system that underpins a political or econom
ic theory." Such as, liberalism, conservatism, socialism, theocracy, totali
tarianism, democracy, colonialism and globalism. Dominant ideologies 
include beliefs about gender roles, economic and social systems. 

In the movie Dark Night, we see many dominant ideologies such as 
the characters Batman, Gordon, Harvey Dent, Lucius Fox, Rachel , they all 
were trying to prevent the systems. Batman tries to make Gotham city 
safe and while doing so, he is dominating justice, order, safety and secu
rity. He also advances ideologies such as wealth, capitalism, whiteness, 
masculinity and fascist ideas such as his batman costume. Batman does 
not challenge the status quo, instead he does whatever he wants to save 
Gotham city. 

On the other hand, we see the criminals want their money to be 
safe and they are very clear in their motivation. Joker has portrayed 
alternative ideology, he is totally opposite and believes in the ide
ology of chaos. He is an anarchist who believes in the destruction 
of society. The director of the movie Christopher Nolan described 
Joker as "a psychologically credible anarchist." 

In Nolan's imagination,Joker's ideology threatened post 9/11 ethical, 
moral, conceptual and political perspective. When we examine this 
through the lens of post 9/11, Joker's character fits as a terrorist who 
has no rules and who is very unpredictable. A bank robbery scene, a 
pencil scene, Joker's conversation with gang members and their leader 
sitting in Hongkong scene. All refers to his chaotic nature. However, he 
wanted to dissolve the unjust hegemonic structure of the society by 
threatening the establishment's rules. 

Similarly, other characters such as Harvey Dent who said, "You 
either die a hero or live long enough to see yourself become the vil
lain." Harvey Dent was a district attorney of Gotham city. Whose ide
ology was to work for the government. Towards the end of the movie, 
we saw that he became a villain Two-Face. By comparing him with 
then (9/ 11) U.S. attorney for Southern District of New York, Rudolph 
W. Giuliani, he was a hero and pronounced as "America's mayor." If 
we see him today he is a two-faced person. He ignited people on Jan . 
6 capitol riots in which he stated that Trump could still win. 
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Secondly, we saw inequalities that the 
hegemonic order strived to claim as normal 
and healthy such as the character Batman. He 
does everything but he was not answerable 
to anyone. His character shows the concept 
of masculinity as he was shown as a tall , 



strong man who has extraordinary power. A man who has so much power, who is strong in his appearance can do anything 
if needs to get the work done. We as a nation allow this to happen because we think it is normal and we don't want to ques
tion authorities. 

Similarly, Rachel character, who was an assistant District Attorney. She was a childhood friend of Bruce Wayne (Batman). 
In one scene when Batman was about to reveal his identity, Harvey realized the importance of Batman and he himself 
turned him as a Batman in order to keep Batman's identity safe. Later Rachel confronted Alfred about the lie. Then Alfred 
told Rachel that Batman is not a normal man but he represented something very special for the city of Gotham. So, here, we 
see the hierarchical body saved by Alfred by simply saying that it's okay if Batman's identity can be hidden. It is normal and 
healthy. 

In my personal opinion, I see it as an inequality sidelining gender role. For example, Rachel died. She could have saved 
but all power went to "men" similarly Gordon's assistant role was also not very impressive. Though I waited for something 
special to be done by her, I did not find anything special. Judge Surrillo was also murdered by Joker. 

Third, we see some characters coping with the hegemonic structure. After 9111 we as a nation, who were so angry at the 
terrorist, gave consent to use our privacy. According to American Civil liberties Union, "Hastily passed 45 days after 911 1 in 
the name of national security, the Patriot Act was the first of many changes to surveillance laws that made it easier for the 
government to spy on ordinary Americans by expanding the authority to monitor phone and email communications, col
lect bank and credit reporting records, and track the activity of innocent Americans on the Internet. While most Americans 
think it was created to catch terrorists, the Patriot Act actually turns regular citizens into suspects." 

Nearly after 20 years, the executive branch still has power and discretion to exercise massive surveillance when needed. 
Congress should've acted to stop mass spying or but they never did . What the Bush administration started with mass sur
veillance, it was continued in the Obama administration. Additionally, in 2008, Congress added Foreign Intelligence Surveil
lance Act, which allows warrantless surveillance of Americans' communication which includes our phone calls, emails, chats 
and web activities. 

We as a citizen, all know about the 2013 revelations of Edward Snowden in which he gave details of the U.S. government's 
surveillance. The shocking revelations of the National Security Agency's PRISM and Upstream programs showed how closely 
the NSA worked with Face book, Google, AT&T and Verizon. They conducted wide reaching surveillance of Americans' inter
national communications such as, who has made a call to pastor or an abortion provider or a suicide hotline. 

We know how it affected people's lives-especially people of color such as Muslims, Black and Brown People. It is a contin
uous torture while someone is watching you all the time. 

The movie Dark Knight implicitly criticized the policies of the Bush Administration or in other words the system. Christo
pher Nolan had unfolded the brutal realities and lies of the American system. It revolves around post 9/ 11 decisions where 
we saw how the Bush administration had led the War on Terror on lies. The movie shows the frustration of Batman when 
he was dealing with his enemy (Joker), which ultimately resonated with the American viewer. Nolan has clearly stated, 
"Welcome to a World Without Rules." 

It is easy to fight or war with a country but it is very difficult to fight with an ideology. Sadly, the War on Terror did not 
have any boundaries and therefore, the consequences were obvious. 

Here I want to make a point that after killing Osama Bin Laden and Saddam Hussein, is world free from ISIS terror or 
global terrorism? Can we say that we don't witness terror after 9/11? Is the world safe now? 

The answer to all the above questions is "No."The system which was shown in the movie that the surveillance is okay, 
even though the character Lucius Fox said that it is not right but he did not do much. Thus, the Batman is going after an 
enemy who is impalpable and cannot be identified easily which left him sightless and vulnerable. 

The people of Gotham city are living in delusion on both sides. The joker is tired of Batman and he wants to kill Batman 
but in reality, he wants chaos. He lied to his people in the opening scene of bank robbery that they will get more money if 
they kill their partners. 

As an immigrant, I see these policies are a trap for a common man and we are bound to obey these policies. For example, 
the whole system is based on credit which means even if you don't have money you can buy the luxuries of life. While doing 
so, some people cross the line and don't realize the ugliness of the society such as when they won't be able to afford what 
will happen next? The bandwagon in which everyone is riding is forcing us to do what the other person is doing without 
questioning the authorities. If I begin the list; from little purchases such as getting breakfast from Dunkin Donuts to buying 
houses, there is a long list of luxuries in our system that leave us indebted. 

Moreover, we can see how social media is ruining our generations. Who has given that power to Facebook, and other 
social media outlets? Isn't our system to be blamed? It can be a long debate but part of the problem is our system which 
allows the rich to become richer. It is similar to the character of Harvey Vent in the movie when he had two-faced and when 
he died, his lies were not publicly condemned instead he became a hero. 

Lastly, as Harvey Dent gave a speech to Gotham's people and said, "I Promise you, The Dawn Is Coming." But he lied and 
tried to protect Bruce. Similarly, we see lies of our elected officials in administration. But we see a hope and optimism be
cause Joker's experiment went wrong and therefore, faith in humanity is reinstated. 
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By HinaNaqvi 

Just recently, someone recommended watching Starship Trooper: sually, I do not like to watch Sci-Fi nuwies, but I was in a different 
mood, so I started to watch. 

While I was watching the first scene, I was skeptical of whether the movie was a comedy or serious. But there was something that 
kept me glued to the screen. Perhaps I liked the way director~ the female protagonist as a solid and intelligent recruit, or 
maybe the story was going very smoothly. Whatever was telilOli I ft1dsbed watching it in two days as I can't afford to watch a 
two-hour movie in one sitting. 

Most of the dialogues sound fascist, as when 811~tnl'laLDelnise - -.~•~ .. ) stands at a podium and says, "We must... ensure that 
human civilization, not insect, dominates this pray now and always." It waan nnnifttak91Jle resemblance to Hitler when he ad,
dressed the Reichstag. 

Similarly, in one scene, we can see Neil Patrick Hanis miYed on the sel in an S., unibm is a dear contrast hm the Nazi 
imagery. Most of the dialogues were a clear~ ofho,r Nazi 1elders U9d to give eeches. And mauel UNd obey them. It 
also translates the totalitarian regime when the young generation is vu)nerabJe and unable to:.tA-lderstand what the leader is saying. 
Still, they have to fbllow as told by Jonny Rico when Rasczak __, -nil me the moral dilference,if any, t>et;ween the citizen and the 
civilian?" Jonny replied, "The difference lies in the fleld ot dvtc 1'ittue, A citizen accepts personal raponsibility fbr the safety of the 
body politic, of which he is a member, defending it,.if need be; with his life;. 'Die civilian does not.•Ragzalc re~ "The exact words 
of the text. But do you understand it? Do you beliM it?• Jonny ~!'Qh.ldon't )lpow• 

In the scene mentioned above, we can se the vulnerable solctien-whocan.1~ Udnkabout"'1'tat._. ~ ,._...but-just obeying. 

The · ctor of tlfe ftlm Verhoeven told Empire in 2012 that, -l'he idea wanted to express tras that these so-called advanced people 
are without Jibkl.o. "Here they are talking about war and their careei:s and not looking at ft.ch other at all! It is sublimated because 
they are fascists." In a democratic rule, the state controls daily life in the mOitary (volunteer) and prison. But the movie showed 
state-owned eve!Ythfng in everydJy life. If anyone wants to get personal ft:eedom, one needs to serve in the mJlitary. 

2022 
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Kingdom Hearts is one of the most beloved franchises of all 
time, with original characters including Sora, Kairi and Riku. 

Kingdom Hearts is one of the most beloved franchises in role 
playing history, though I won't be covering the versions seen on 
the PlayStation consoles. I'll be covering the version that was 
released on the Nintendo Switch on Feb. 10, 2022. 

The franchise as a whole was developed by Square Enix in 
collaboration with Disney, which means that if Square Enix wants 
to include characters from the Final Fantasy franchise, they can. 

Kingdom Hearts has characters from a multitude of classic 
Disney animated movies that are mostly from various eras of its 
history. This includes characters such as Cinderella, Aladdin, Alice 
in Wonderland and Aurora. 

The Switch version at its current state has its flaws which are 
massive if you're a Kingdom Hearts fan. 

Square Enix has decided to port different collections of King
dom Hearts onto the Nintendo Switch as cloud versions. 

A cloud version means that you need to have a really good in
ternet connection to be able to play Kingdom Hearts at all times. 

This is unfortunate for when you want to play a franchise this 
big anywhere at any time, mostly because not all internet connec
tion speeds are made equal. 

If I want to play the games on the go at a loved one's place, 
I won't be able to. This is because they could be having a party 
which causes the internet speed to be slowed down drastically 
due to the amount of devices connected to it. It would render 
me unable to play any of the Kingdom Hearts games on my 
Nintendo Switch. 

I can't even play the cloud versions of Kingdom Hearts 
outside of North America since the Square Enix headquar
ters have their servers in California, and they've 
locked the Kingdom Hearts cloud versions to 
North America. That renders me unable to 
play these versions while on anoth-
er continent. 

Another thing I've noticed 
with the cloud versions of 
the Kingdom Hearts games is 
that you can play the games 
in handheld or tabletop mode 
while at home. 

Being able to play the 
Kingdom Hearts games in this 
fashion isn't bad but it defeats the pur
pose of having a Nintendo Switch. 

When I tried playing any game of 
the cloud versions of Kingdom Hearts 
docked on my TV, I ended up with an 
error message on my Switch. It an-

B~ Jared Almanzor 

noyed me, and I was disappointed that I couldn't enjoy playing 
these games hooked up on my TV. 

The gameplay is still faithful to the Kingdom Hearts games 
that you can see on the PlayStation 2 through PlayStation 4. The 
controls, however, have been adapted to the Nintendo Switch Joy 
Cons and Pro Controller. Albeit, there are some lag spikes in terms 
of frame rate speed depending on how fast or slow your internet 
is. 

The music and characters in Kingdom Hearts are memorable 
to the point where you begin loving them. I love the characters 
and the world, and I can see why it took so long for them to ap
pear on the Nintendo Switch. 

When the gameplay lags on the cloud versions of the games on 
the Nintendo Switch, the voices of the characters lag along with 
the music in the background. That ruins the immersive experi
ence. 

I don't think the cloud versions alone justify the $90 bundle 
in which you get all the games together in one package off the 
Nintendo eShop. Neither do they justify getting the three games 
separately for $110. 

The cloud versions of the Kingdom Hearts games feel inferior 
to the counterparts of the games you can see on the PlayStation 4 
as an all-in-one collection. You can get the all-in-one version as a 
physical copy for $30 and not have to worry about having inter
net connection all the time. 

All in all , I don't recommend that you get the cloud 
versions of Kingdom Hearts on the Nintendo Switch. 
I recommend you get the all-in-one collection of the 

Kingdom Hearts games on the PlayStation 4. The Play
Station 4 versio~nare superior in every 

way with the current 
state of the Ninten-

do Switch versions. I 
A wanted to like the Nin-

• endo Switch versions of 
this beloved franchise, 
but it's not worth the 
price I bought them at . 

If you've been interested 
in Kingdom Hearts for a 

while, I recommend you get 
the games on the PlaySta

tion 4 
J rather 

•: c,: c ,: cll than 

on the 
Nintendo 
Switch. 
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By Jared Alnrnnzor 

"Doctor Who" is a television sci-fl 
show that was created on Nov. 23, 
1963, then canceled on Dec 6, 1989, 
only to have a television movie in 

1996 and come back to TV on March 
26, 2005. 

.. It was one of my all-time favorite shows 
for about a decade, but it hasn't been in my 
heart as of late. There have been 13 actors who 
have played the role of the Doctor in "Doctor 

Who." 
Each actor that played the Doctor put their own 

twist on the role, such as making the Doctor an angry Scotsman, 
someone that loves cricket, a person that's a lovestruck hero, or a 
woman, which was groundbreaking. 

There is also a companion or companions to the show who are 
supposed to represent the audience. The companion can range 
from a person to an alien to a tin dog. It's super diverse, and I love 
the concept of the Doctor and companion so much. 

Some "Doctor Who" actors and actresses have also appeared in 
other franchises such as "Harry Potter" and the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe. An actress you might know named Karen Gillian, who 
plays Nebula in "Guardians of the Galaxy," got her breakout role in 
"Doctor Who" as Amelia Pond. 

The Doctor and his/her companions travel in a blue box called 
the TARDIS, which stands for Time and Relative Dimension in 
Space. Thus, they're able to see the entirety of time and space, so 
the events of the episodes vary. 

One week, there could be an episode of"Doctor Who" that 
parodies "A Christmas Carol," the next week, 
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there could be an episode 
where the Doctor and 
his/her companions 
meet Rosa Parks and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The soundtrack in 
the show is amazing, 
and I used to listen to 
it when I was into the 

show, from 2013-2017. I 
listened to the soundtrack 

the most when Murray 
Gold was the lead composer 

for the show. 
4 There are two eras of"Doc
i tor Who." One is called Classic 

Who, which took place from 
1963-1989, and the era called 
New Who, which takes place 
from 2005-present day. 

Classic Who has a more 
serialized approach and the 
episodes are shorter, as each 
story is split into six to eight 

parts in 
format. 

a 20-30 minute 

New Who is a 
serialized i approach but 
has the modern format of 
storytelling, :}~ where each episode 
length is ·.-/,. around 45 minutes. 

To find a starting point for 
"Doctor Who", I would recommend 
these episodes for beginners: "Rose,""The 
Eleventh Hour," "The Pilot" and "The 
Woman Who Fell to Earth ." 

Classic Who could be more difficult to get into 
for newer "Doctor Who" fans, if they don't like 
a stretched out plot due to episode length time. 
For someone that wants to get into Classic Who, I recom-
mend that they start from the Third Doctor to the Seventh Doc
tor as they feel the closest to the Doctors you see in New Who. 

When it comes to the time travel and space travel seen in 
"Doctor Who," don't question it, as it will just make you confused. 

"Doctor Who" also has a thing called regeneration where the 
lead actor changes to a different actor for a variety of reasons 
such as poisoning from radiation, old age or falling off a building. 
The companions seen in the show usually leave the Doctor, get 
left behind by the Doctor or die at some point during an adven
ture with the Doctor. 

If you are interested in learning more about the show, there 
are "Doctor Who" audiobooks that are produced by a company 
called "Big Finish" that covers the extended universe seen in the 
show and the characters that haven't appeared on screen in 
years or that didn't get enough screen time. 

"Doctor Who" also has novels and video games that you might 
want to get, if you want to get more into the extended universe 
canon. There is merchandise for the show too such as getting a 
model TARDIS or a device called a sonic screwdriver. 

Overall, "Doctor Who" is an amazing, 
timeless show that you have to watch 
if you haven't already. I've been 
a fan of it for years and have 
mixed feelings about some of the 
storylines that were covered. Even 
so, I can't help but have a glim
mer of hope that the show is able 
to recover from its fallouts. You 
should watch it when you have 
the chance; all of the episodes are 
on HBO Max. 

You can also watch the spin-offs of"Doc
tor Who" called "Torchwood,""The Sarah 
Jane Adventures" and "Class." However, 
"Torchwood" is a show made for adults, 
"the Sarah Jane Adventures" is a show made 
for kids, and "Class" is a show made for teen
agers and young adults. 



The second season to the twenty-second season of"Top 
Gear"spanned from 2003-2014 and included "the Grand Tour," 
which started from 2016 to present day. 

What these two shows have in common are hosts: Jeremy 
Clarkson, James May and Richard Hammond. 

They're essentially car journalists that present "Top Gear" 
and "the Grand Tour" for the mainstream media, who are con
sumers, to help them decide on what car they want to get. 

These three do car reviews mostly to show off the elegance 
of cars they've been asked to review, especially if the car was 
new when the episode came out. 

What Clarkson, Hammond and May do on the side are races 
around the world. They need to get from point A to point B for 
a certain race in a specific country. 

One of the races I've enjoyed by those three was the race 
when Clarkson was using a Ford GT while May and Hammond 
had to use public transportation to get to Niagara Falls. 

The other race I enjoyed from those three was when they 
were doing a cross-transportation race with one of their race 
car drivers, the Stig, around London. Clarkson was using a boat 
to go around the River Thames, Hammond was riding a bicy
cle, May was driving a car, and the Stig was using the London 
Underground. 

Clarkson likes his speed and power when it comes to any 
form of vehicle, whether it's by car or boat, to win a race 
against May and Hammond. 

Hammond likes American muscle cars like the Dodge 
Challenger, camping in the middle of nowhere when May and 
Clarkson don't want to, and he loves American pickup trucks. 

May likes to take his time on his adventures with Ham
mond and Clarkson and tries to be as precise and perfect as 
possible when building things or driving a car. This is why 
Clarkson calls May "Captain Slow." 

One of my favorite adventures by this trio was when they 
were going on to find the source of the Nile River. Clarkson, 
May and Hammond had to steal car parts from each other as 
well as ruin the conditions of each other's station wagons that 

they were living in. 
Another one of my favorite 

when they used muscle cars to go 
the U.S. and make it to the BonneYille
moment in that adventure when the~ 
was playing on the radio, and I was laughing alon(with Clim, 
son when that happened. 

The guys also interview celebrities on their show about 
what was going on during the time of an episode's ftlming. The 
two celebrities that go on either show race each other and try 
to compete with other celebrities that have previously been on 
the show to see who got the better time on the racetrack. That 
didn't happen during the first season of"the Grand Tour" due 
to copyright disputes with the British Broadcasting Company 
at the time. 

They also have a race car driver use a certain car around a 
test track to test how fast it goes, new or old. One of the Stigs, 
which was played by Ben Collins, had unmatchable speed to 
the other race car drivers Clarkson, Hammond and May hired 
for their car show. 

What Clarkson, Hammond and May like to make fun of a 
country in a comedic way, but some people in some countries 
took their jokes seriously and banned them from visiting for a 
while. Once the lawsuit cases are settled, the trio might or will 
be able to visit the country again. 

I love Clarkson, Hammond and May. They've been British 
icons and global celebrities for two decades now, and they're 
still going on, as long as their bodies can handle the hijinks 
that happen on "Top Gear" and "the Grand Tour.•Both shows 
are primarily car shows where the three of them travel around 
the world, goof off and have some fun on the side. You should 
watch both shows with these three 
hosts when you have the chance if you 
love British humor. 

You can find both "Top Gear" and 
"the Grand Tour" on Amazon Prime 
Video. 
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By Jared Almanzor 

one of my favorite franchises of all time and one that has changed a lot within 
chise, but I felt like it's changed ever since "Pokemon Shuffle,""Pokemon Sun" and "P 

· s point, I don't even know what format I prefer with "Pokemon." Nowadays, I feel like it's for me, ut at the same time, I feel 
ike it's not because of the changes the franchise has had. 

When "Pokemon Shuffle" launched on February 18, 2015, the change in the 
game was also released that year was "Pokemon Super Mystery Dun 

"Pokemon Shuffle" was a puzzle game, and "Pokemon: Super Mystery Dun 
"Pokemon: Super Mystery Dungeon" was released on the 3DS, while "Pokemo 
was where the change started in the franchise, but there wasn't much of an imp 

That phenomenon didn't last long as there is so much you 
in raid battles. When fall 2016 came around, "Pokemon Sun" 
Nintendo 3DS. 

"Pokemon Go" 

opularity of the Nintendo Switcl11ft 2017, they wanted to capit ze on ·1 a om . ey s 

The Wii U's mar 
they decided to tes 
the console by cal · 
2018. 

h would flop and end up like another Wii U at first. It made se se since third-party companies didn't 
r games for the Switch's predecessor, and the Wii U lasted from 2012-2017. 

paign was bad for consumers to get interested, and Game Freak didn't want it to be a "bad"idea. So 
waters of the Nintendo Switch by having Bandai Namco port a game called "Pokken Tournament" to 
"Pokken Tournament DX." That idea had turned out well by getting over a million copies sold b March 

en Game Freak decided to have games developed in-house for the Nintendo Switch, and it was a worldwide 
menon. I felt like it was a good idea with the idea of"Pokemon Quest," which was released on May 29, 2018, on both the 

Nintendo Switch and mobile. 

mind, Game Freak found the perfect balance in bringing mobile games to the console format, even if it 
perfect at first. "Pokemon Quest'"was an action-adventure game with an art style similar to "Minecraft." 

week of 
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In 2019, I felt happy tobe a fan of the ~se"Pokemon•in general.And the changes to it made me content despite otner fans 
being against it. In of mobile gam8'.,tbere were two thaf were released that year. One was "Pokemon Rumble Rush," which 
had a Ni o Wii game called "Pokemon Rwnble.""Pokemon Rumble Rush" was released on May 15, 2019, before the servers 
were sh on July 22 2020. I loved the art style and gameplay as I had nostalgic memories of"Pokemon Rumble." 

Tb.e other "Pokemon" mobil game released in 2019 was called "Pokemon Masters" and released on August 28th, 2019. "Pokemon 
---" played like a role- aying game with Gacha game mechanics builtinto i . In simple terms, it's gambling combined 
with role-playing game ele ents and fan service in the form of"Po emon." he effQ put into the 3D model clothing for the 
" " · ers in "Pokemon Masters" was amazing, and the g e 1s still going Olj1 day. I loved how "Pokemon Masters" 

chise's lore, in general, and had ch rs_ at ne r interact6'1 before interacting with each other. 

in 2019 was "P0keJnon Sword•and "Pokemon Shield,"released on 
spite it being part of a new generation of the franchise. I liked it for 
I'm finally able to pl e game on my TV or on the go due to the 

Ill general. And this is where I felt like where the home console and 
the release of"Pokemon Home."That service is available on the Nin

okemon over from a storage system on the Nintendo 3DS called "Pokemon 
ose "Pokemon" to "Po and "Pokemon Shield." I love that 
I've h 



- -ODIX.31 
Transcribing and editing video and audio files are the most 
tory Processing Disorder (APO), but Sonix.ai, a website ap
and leaving room for time to write. "Wait, what?" is a repet
something I have asked the speaker ever since I was a child 
the words that are said, causing a delay to what I hear and 
was said was being heard correctly has made checking for 
a four-hour job. The anxiety for receiving backlash from a 
with Sonix, my APO won't stop me 
listening to others the best way I 

Sonix is a tool for anyone that 
word-for-word, making closed 
and translating videos/audio into 
automatically converts audio/video 
ing if the converted text is accurate 
reassures its accuracy by giving you 
fidence levels of each said word. 
timestamps on the interface, so 
than what is needed. The gener
will highlight what is being said as 
individually separated, depending 
can edit accordingly and review 
blindly rewinding and wasting 
spot of your choice with a click of 
a name to each speaker without 
remember who is speaking. Tran
to learn and prepare for writing 
highlight, strikethrough, add notes 
dictionary. 

Of course, a gem like this is not 
like myself knows how to milk the 
trial without shame. That was not a hint to create multiple 
exactly how many hours you need for an audio transcrip
plan offers 40 plus languages, in-browser transcript editor, 
commenting, text exports (MS Word, DOCX, TXT, PDF), sub-
30 plus languages, automated subtitles, the ability to share 
an added search feature to top it all. 

By Cap1·ice Benifield-Sanchez 

painful part of being a journalism student with Audi
plication, has shortened the time of ensuring "accuracy" 
itive hiccup of not being able to understand speech and 
living with this disorder. My brain cannot process all 
understanding speech. Not knowing or believing what 
accuracy while transcribing a 15-minute interview into 
misinterpreted direct quote is something I face daily, but 

from doing what I love most: 
can. 

dreads copying verbal speech 
captioning (CC) for videos, 
other languages. This website 
to text with haste. Understand
is not a problem; the program 
the option of seeing the Con
From there, you can adjust 
you don't have to rewind more 
ated timestamp of the audio 
it is playing. The speakers are 
on the quality of the file. You 
what is being said without 
time by playing audio from any 
a button. You can also appoint 
playing over the timestamp to 
scribing becomes an easier way 
the story with the ability to 
or pile up words in a custom 

free; a poor college student 
most out of a 30-minute free 

email accounts. For only $10 an hour, you can choose 
tion with extra essentials. The Standard "pay-as-you-go" 
word-for-word timestamps, speaker labeling, notes and 
title exports (SRT, VTT), custom dictionary, translation to 
clips and transcript links, customize folders and files and 

Comparing to other transcription applications like Dragon Speech Recognition Software, Otter.ai and Verbit, I am 
grateful Sonix offered a free trial. The other transcription apps require you to request a quote depending on your credentials and busi
ness, and "college student" is not a significant credential, nor a profession for which they offer a price range. Unlike competitors, Sonix 
offers custom payment plans. 

The Premium Subscription includes all of the Standard Subscription features plus multi-user access, automated timecode realignment, 
multi-language subtitle compare, side-by-side translation compare, customizable media player and social media sharing. This subscrip
tion's features are geared for team collaboration and multimedia. Honestly, I was content with finding a program that won't auto-reject 
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my budget after hooking me in with a free trial. 

The proof of my capabilities is written in the transcript entailed by Sonix; in other words, tell me what I heard 
was wrong and I won't obsess over it for hours. APO will not stop me from success and if that means purchasing 
an application to ensure my sanity and build confidence lost from the daily struggles of living with this disorder, 
so be it. 
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Comparing the Nintendo Switch (Switch) to the previous long-standing gaming console, the Nintendo 3DS, would not be an equitable 
match . Throughout the years, Nintendo, the world's largest video game company by revenue, had a few attempts on trying to create the 
perfect portable gaming console. The closest thing possible to that image was the handheld system, the Nintendo 3DS, but the sales 
alone were not enough to satisfy the developers. The next attempt was the Nintendo Wii U, which was a bulky handheld remote pad 
in addition to the console that is connected to the TV; the confluence of issues and technicalities officially made the Wii U Nintendo's 
worst selling console. with only 13 . .5 million units sold. The last try was the Switch, a hybrid console that you can port to the TV and 
take on the go. like the hand held 3DS that came with its own set of problems through the will to make more money with newer me
chanics. 

The original version of the Switch came out on March 3, 2017, for around $300. The handheld console is about 4 inches by 9 inches in 
size, which is two times wider than the Nintendo 3DS and one inch smaller than the Wii U's length and width . Both the Switch and 
the Wii U have the same screen size. at 6.2 inches, but the Switch isn't as heavy and thick. weighing approximately 0.88 pounds when 
Joy-Con controllers are attached . Playing active games with motion controls, and weight-lifting an extra pound of plastic, makes a big 
difference for children and adults alike. In a non-gamer light.just think about the same comparison of heaviness from the original 
iPhone to the newer models; you shouldn't have to lift weights to call someone on the phone. There is a skinny kickstand on the left 
corner behind the Switch to prop the console on a table, but with slight movements the kickstand can collapse, causing the standing 
Switch to fall backwards. 

The original version showcased faulty mechanics, such as a fast battery drain , microSD cards being unreadable. defective Joy-Cons that 
drift or the undetectable Switch Dock, which charges and ports the Switch to the TV 

Out of all the consoles Nintendo has produced. this is the first one that a paid membership is needed to play with friends online. The 
Switch on line subscription is basically Nintendo's replica of Xbox Live, PlayStation Plus, Google's Play Pass, Apple's Apple Arcade and . 
honestly, the list goes on because paid subscriptions are becoming popular for larger industries. The Switch online includes the ability 
to play any games that require you to connect to on line servers; if only they would mention that majority of the games produced on 
the Switch incorporate online play to enhance the game's storyline. the gameplay itself or gives necessary perks of being able to con
nect to the internet for popular games, such as Pokemon Sword and Shield. Splatoon 2 and Animal Crossing New Horizons. More than 
4,600 other games are Switch online compatible out of 7.000 listed in the Nintendo game store. The individual membership is $20 every 
12 months. and for the family membership, which can include up to eight Nintendo account holders. it is $34.99; it is a cheap price 
for a membership in comparison to other gaming console industries, but is it really necessary? Unlike the companies who make the 
subscription optional for specific games, Nintendo gives you no other choice but to purchase the ability to access the most crucial parts 
of gameplay for the majority of the $60 Switch games in the store. 

The Switch online also includes a library of 70 plus classic Super NES and NES games that I have not touched yet, but it is the sole rea
son why my mom bought her own Switch and membership. A surprising feature that is included in the member-
ship. but not in the overall purchase of the Switch. is the save data cloud. The cloud allows you to back up saved 
game data; essentially. it is like paying for Google Drive. 

Sadly, I am stuck with the superficial hiccups of the original version, until I take the time to contact Nintendo's 
customer support. My controllers are unusable due to the manufacturing problem, and I refuse to pay $70 for 
additional Joy-Cons. 
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By Gabrielle lgnotis 
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When the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic first began, I heavily 
relied on music to keep me calm and balanced. 

I was fortunate enough that one of my favorite bands, All Time 
Low, released a new album, titled "Wake Up, Sunshine", amid the 
pandemic. These tracks saw me through 4 weeks in quarantine, a 
rushed remote semester, my return to work and a masked sum
mer. 

Now, as we start to take a few tentative steps toward reopening, 
"Wake Up, Sunshine" continues to provide unique and meaningful 
tunes. The album's ability to apply to both the hopelessness of the 
pandemic and the hopefulness of potentially reopening high
lights how versatile this compilation truly is. 

The first track, "Some Kind of Disaster", was the first to be released 
in a teaser in late January. The song begins with lead singer, Alex 
Garaskath's, breathy vocals. The echoing vocals quickly give way 
to a stronger more upbeat voice, guitar riffs and accompanying 
beats. Lyrics like "I woke up from a never-ending dream/ I shut 
my eyes at seventeen," and "You gotta hurt sometimes to learn 
to heal/ You gotta get back up and learn to deal," make this song 
memorable and meaningful. 

The second song, "Sleeping In", has a calm, yet upbeat style that 
makes it an immediate favorite. Garaskath's vocals shine here, 
allowing the band to present a vintage love song with an alterna
tive twist. 

The third track, "Getaway Green", also presents a nostalgic style, 
although it lacks the calmness of the previous track. Steady beats 
and punk guitar riffs make this song an alternative masterpiece. 

The following song, "Melancholy Kaleidoscope", is an enigma. 
The introductory guitar riff and vocals make listeners expect a 
fast-paced song. But during the chorus, Garaskath's voice slows 
and deepens slightly. Later in the song, Garaskath's voice grows 
even quieter, making the louder moments in the song even more 
powerful. 
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The next track, "Trouble Is . . . ", has a slower 
beginning, but the chorus is catchy and 
relatable. Lyrics like "All that I know is I just 
can't say no to you/ Funny how things never 
change," are slightly unimaginative, but still 
meaningful. 

The title track, "Wake Up, Sunshine", is one of my personal favor
ites. The introduction is energetic and lives up to the band's alter
native image. Later in the song, Garaskath's vocals slow and grow 
fainter, highlighting this portion of the track. Lyrics like "Wake up, 
sunshine/ Somebody loves you for yourself," set this song apart. 
Overall, this song is inspirational. 

The following song, "Monsters", topped Billboard's "Alternative Air
play" chart for weeks, marking the band's first number one song. 
This track has a heavy alternative style and a fast-paced rap from 
collaborating artist, blackbear. "Monsters" has become a fan-favor
ite in every sense of the word. 

The next track, "Pretty Venom (Interlude)", marks an interesting 
change in the band's discography. This song has a slow, acoustic in
troduction and a slower pace. Garaskath's voice adopts a smooth, 
echoing and soft tone. Overall, I like "Pretty Venom (Interlude)", 
but I need to be in a certain mood to listen to it. Considering the 
rest of the songs on this album, "Pretty Venom (Interlude)" pales 
in comparison. 

"Favorite Place" is the next song on this album. A collaboration 
with The Band Camino, this track relies on heavy beats to comple
ment Garskath's varied vocals. This song adopts the nostalgic tone 
seen in earlier tracks, like "Sleeping In." 

The following track, "Safe", has a haltering introduction that I dis
like. However, the later portion of the song features phenomenal 
vocals and drum work. Lyrics like "Just put the car in drive/ And 
chase the county lines/ You'll never know how far you'll go," make 
this song an instant hit. 

The additional songs on this album, "January Gloom (Seasons Pt. 
1)", "Clumsy", "Glitter & Crimson", "Summer Daze (Seasons Pt. 2)" 
and "Basement Noise", are relatively unmemorable, but they carry 
on the same upbeat drums, powerful vocals and guitar riffs that 
make "Wake Up, Sunshine" such an extraordinary album. 

Overall, this album provided a meaningful distraction both from 
life at home and from the anxiety of reopening society. Although 
I do not agree with all the artistic decisions made in this album, 
I appreciate the final product and the amount of work All Time 
Low put into it. I would recommend this album to any budding 
alternative music fan or anyone looking to branch out into new 
genres. 



As I enter the shop, the familiar scent of fresh bread, something cooking on the griddle and coffee flood my senses. Bagel 
One, a small cafe right off Summerhill road, is y home away from home, so much so that most of the small staff knows 
me byname. 

A small shop in between the local nail salon and Cti.inese restaurant, Bagel One invokes the feeling of an old deli or bodega 
shop. Old subway tile walls and giass display cases m e it seem like the shop wouldn't be out of place in the middle of 
Brooklyn. Small orange wooden booths, pine tables and the ancient cappuccino machine only add to the aesthe fi.,,.c."'T'l'=~-'"""1:::::;;:; 
an older television set mounted above the coffee mac · e, whicb always plays news or morning talk shows. 

'lbe owner, who will often lounge in the booths when not serving customers, alternates between watching these sho s 
and chatting with his regular patrons. 

Up until recently, the menu had been displayed in neon writing on a blackboard, surrounded by colorful illustra · ans o 
bagels, eggs and sandwiches. Now three new TV's take up space above the register, displaying the same menu the shop 
had for as long as I can remember. 

As for the food itself, it is a longstanding agreement among my family that they have the best bagels in New Jersey. We get 
half a dozen for every Mother's Day, Father's Day; birthday or anniversary. I also have an unfortunate habit of stopping in to 
grab a bagel on my way to classes or work. As a result, I'm at Bagel One at least twice a week. 

e bagels themselves are perfect; they are ne er soggy; s ale or tough;. T e cream cheese is always refrigerated and fresh. 
~ ,,,,., 

The shop offers flavored cream cheeses, like vegetable ere 
in breakfast sandwiches and lunch wraps. My father swe 

cheese, d additional toppings, like lox. They also specialize 
by their pork roll, though I prefer the bacon, egg and cheese 

on a plain bagel. 

The prices are reasonable. A bagel with cream cheese costs about S2.50, while a reakfas sandwich can cost up to $5.25. 
These breakfast sandwiches may cost a liqJ.e rpore · · at chain breakfas pl ces, but they taste much better. 

Since these meals are cooked on the spot, they also tend to 
wouldn't recommend ordering a breakfast sandwich if y 
wait. 

While I could probably spend countless hours at Bagel One drinking coffee and oing homework in a booth by the front 
window, I never do, because there are only a handful of seats. These seats are o en occupied by employees from the nearby 
grocery store or nail salon. The social distancing requirements set due o the coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic have only made finding seating harder. Bagel One has a char · g ambience, but I would love to see 
them add additional seating or expand their business further. 

---= Despite this oversight, I love Bagel One. I recommend thi ho t anyonewlro wants a goodi-old-fashioned 
bagel in a fantastic atmosphere. 
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Sony released the long awaited PlayStation 5 on Thursday, November 12, 2020. A whopping seve 
cessor, the Playstation ~ in 201!, it is clear to see why the PSS is such a step up from the PS4. Aes 
raised a lot of eyebro .f'laystation decided to sack the primary black color that the PS4 sporte 
as well as changing it's accessories white to black. These accessories include but are not · 
lers, the Pulse 3D wireless headse the HD camera. All sporting the new, sleek, white look. T 
digital version and the standard rsion. I was lucky enough to purchase the digital version of th 
edition costs $499 plus tax and o s for the ability to insert disks into the console. This means 
and insert them into the console, we as insert Blu-ray discs into the console to watch movies. 
costs $399. It does not allow for · be in d, so all games, movies, etc must be downloade 
watch Blu-ray movies as well. · g deal, so I went for the more affordable o 

The basic digital edition of the Playsta on 5 
propriate wiring needed for installation. Star 
Besides the obvious color change, the DualSe 
the Xbox controllers which tend to be a little 1 
allowing my fingers to reach every button c 

console itself, a DualSense controlle 

horizontally. 

Now onto the main attraction, the console itself. Coming 
dimensions are 15.4 inches tall, 10.24 inches deep and 
faced was the fan inside the console making a lot of 
ically demanding games don't seem to affect the me 
numbers when it comes to performance, visuals, and all 
500 gigabytes, the PSS completely raises the bar, coming with 
around 667GB as some space is needed for the Playstation to run 
second quite comfortably. However, Sony has stated that it's next-gen 

re is a clear difference c 
sturdy than the PS4's 

people with larger han 
a simple stand that allo 

framerate only allows the PSS to break more boundaries when it comes to 
gaming console that is a decent upgrade from the Playstation 4, runs sm~ 
highly recommend the Playstation 5 . 

.,., 
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Since a young age, I have dreaded going to malls. I would never enjoy aimlessly going through clothes that were 
overpriced and often not of great quality. I made it a point to go shopping only when I knew exactly what I was 
looking for. 

Online shopping seemed like the way to go for me, pandemic or not. To me, it was so much easier to scroll through 
a catalog in the comfort of my home, where I could even filter out the clothes I didn't want. 

Recently, I was introduced to Shein, an online store filled with quite literally everything one could possibly be 
searching for. Bags, shades, clothes, accessories and more- they have it all. After hearing my friends rave about the 
site, I decided to give it a try. 

At first glance, I was a little confused. The clothes were extremely cheap, and if my friends hadn't already ordered 
from the website, I would have been afraid it was a scam. Clothing prices range from $1 to $60, a range incredibly 
lower than those found in stores at the mall or elsewhere. 

The si te itself was a little hard to maneuver through because there was such a vast variety of items scattered 
through the different tabs presented at the top of the website. I felt as though it would take days to look through 
everything they had to offer. 
One commendable factor of the site was the amount of reviews. Shein has a reward system for posting reviews, and 
so the review section was filled with honest opinions on every item. This helped me greatly in choosing my size as 
well as determining the quality of the item. 

Finally, after a few days of scouring the site, I put together a shopping cart that I was content with and placed the 
order. I was not done looking through all the items they had, but I felt the items I ordered were enough to first test 
the quality of clothes delivered. In addition to the cheap prices, Shein also had an ongoing sale, taking another 20% 

off my total cost. 

Although the site stated the shipping would come in 2 weeks, my package arrived, to my pleasure, in just s days. I 
immediately was in awe of the careful packaging of my order. Every article of clothing was in it's own zipped bag, 
and the same went for the jewelry I ordered. Compared to other stores that wrap up the entire order, this was very 
organized and well thought out. 

After trying on all my clothes, I realized the quality of every single item I ordered was actually great. Nothing 
seemed of"cheap quality" at all and I was very pleased that everything fit perfectly as well. Even the leggings I 
ordered, which I usually struggle to find a comfy pair of, fit perfect and were so comfortable. Although I was very 
confused as to how such clothes were so cheap in comparison to mall prices, I decided not to question it. 

The jewelry on the other hand , I would not order again. The anklets I bought seemed to break the day I would 
wear them, meaning they were made very poorly. I have not had the opportunity to wear my body chain yet, but 
that also seemed very fragile, as the chains were very thin and delicate. I also ordered a pair of sunglasses, and 
these came in a little black case. Although the sunglasses did not look good on me, they were of good quality. 

Overall, I would recommend Shein to any girl searching for a way to order cheap, fashionable clothes in the com-
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fort of her home. 



After watching the show "The Vampire Diaries". vampires stole 
my heart and I could not get enough of them. I decided to move 
on to the sister show, "The Originals," which depicts a storyline 
relating to minor characters of the "The Vampire Diaries.'' 

The show, which originally aired on the network The CW, is 
now available on the streaming platform. Netti ix. The Originals 
consists of 5 seasons. with 13 to 22 45-minute episodes. Before 
this scares you off. let me explain why each and every episode is 
worth the watch. 

The main storyline centers around Klaus. Elijah. and Rebekah 
Mikaelson. the first vampires in history. created more than 1.000 

years ago. Klaus happens to he a vampire-werewolf hybrid . 
the only hybrid to exist at the time. Another important main 
charactl'r is Haley Marshall. who is pregnant with Klaus· child 
after a drunken one-night stand. For those groaning at this intro 
of a supernatural show, I must say that th is is not your regular 
supernatural show filled with action and gore. Instead, the series 
of events in this series portrays family. heartbreak. love, and 
betrayal. all in one. 

The Original Family settles in the French Quarter in 
New Orleans, home to witches. werewolves, and vam
pires. Previously, Marcellus Gerard . who was adopted by 
Klaus a century ago, ruled the city after the Originals 
were forced to flee. In full control. he created a list 
of rules about how the factions must behave, and 
how tourists would be kept safe, while also 
satisfying the hunger of the vampires. 
However. now with the Originals back 
in town, chaos entails the city Marcel 
worked to build. 

Wherever the Originals go, enemies, : 
and betrayal follows. A lifetime of • 

Klaus, a short-tempered .. · ,,,:_--.. ,.:•'·,~· .. ·";c~,.;,,.) r,.,.~· 
hybnd , creating . , ~ (.-~ 1'~f:~-;/<"1'" 
enemies causes i~r~t~~\ 1\~~~~~' 
many problems ~ .. o· ... ,. t,. -~: ~: , ,.p 
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1-
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lh Simran Bdani 

stake, pun intended (the white oak stake is the only weapon that 
can kill an Original). Still. he is loved and supported by the entire 
family, as they uphold their century old vow. ··Always and forever." 

Eventually, the storyline shifts to the idea of keeping Klaus' un
born daughter safe from those going after her with the belief that 
she will be the end of the city. Without giving away any spoilers 
for those who want to watch the show. all I can say is the turn of 
events are truly mind-blowing. 

What I enjoy about The Originals' is that it is so unpredictable. 
What you might think will happen. definitely does not happen. 
and that mystery is enough to have you biting your fingernails as 
you binge-watch the show. 

Personally, and with the risk of sounding a little crazy, I can say 
that this show has made me cry multiple times. but has also Just 
as often brought a smile to my face. Even while watching the final 
episode of the series. tears rolled down my cheeks as I watched 
the last touching moments the family endured. 

Lastly. I would definitely recommend this show to ev
eryone. Along with the marvelous storyline, the acting 

and the actual quality of the show is up to par. No 
scene seems to have been amateurly edited, and 

the show will leave you believing that 
this supernatural world resides 

•••••• 

• 
• 
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BTS gifted their fans. army. with an 
l'ight track album titll'd "'BE"'on No
vember 20. ·· BE"' has a lowkcy and rnzy 
,ll'sthct1c that envisions the familiar 
emotions ,llld likstyle in the corona
virus pandemic. ·· Dynamite"' was a suc
cessful song rcle,1snl hack in ,\ugust. 
which has intrigued army. music critics 
and pop-hit listeners upon hearing the 
group's new album . 

The ll',HI single "'Life Cocs On"' has a 
bittersweet sentiment. The track offers 
rnrnf<>rt to the listeners living through 
the pandemic. Tlw song has a mix
ture of arnustics. low-tonl' vocals ,rnd 
addictive h,Kkground beats of claps 
,rnd ,ynths . .1 -llopc\ singing rap and V\ 
husky \'lllCl' 1s --.1ti,fyi11g to hear. .Jirnin 
,1ml .lungkook\ drcarny harmonics can 
lw lll',lrtl 111 the hackgrnuncl vocals. In 
one portion of the 1m1s1c video . .Jin was 
th e• ti>rns of this song . .1111\ swel't sing
ing tugs at lwartstnngs with ,1 subtle 
reminder of h is mil1t.iry enlistment 
elate being close. 

The track "'Fly to My Hoom·· is sung 
hy .Jimin and V with a rap feature of 
.J-llope ,llld Suga. The song has an early 
:.i.ooos pop sound with keyboards and 
synths. The lyrics tell the rl'latablc 
frustration and boredom of not being 
able to ll•,lVl' onL•s home during the 
stay-at-lrnmt• order. The members sing 
about losing the concept of time. the 
boredom of repeating routines and be
coming numb. It\ c,1sy to understand 
how tlw nwmhcrs fee l in this song. I 
rl'latcd to Suga\ raps about his room 
being small and the only place to turn 
to. ,rnd J -llopl'. who tries to have better 
tbys in qu,1ra11ti11e. 

The 11wlancl101ic --niue & Crey"· 
expresses depression as an artist. The slow 
ballad is accompa111ed by a soft guit,1r. 
dreamy pi,rno ,rnd other string instru
nwnts. The lyrics are most heartbre,1ki11g 
when they sing ·· I just wanna he happier:· 
f<illowed by t lw smging members' vocal 
cries. The nwmbers fL•l'I blue while they 
perceive their lonl'liness as grey. HI\! men-
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tions how he is sick
ened by color. which 
is a genius note to 
how the memhns 
have been ti..•cling 
blue and grey for a 
long time. 

··skit .. isn·t a song. 

lh Cassamlra \laisom·t 

hut this spoken piece is nothing new to 
the army. In the past. BTS has rl'lc,1sed 
other skits onto their albums. In this three 

mi null' conversation. the group discusses 
their single "'Dynamite:· rc,1ching 

rnmbcr one on Billho,ml 
Hot JOO. The members 

reflect on the 
single hitting 

number 

Onl' 
on Jung

kook's birthday. 
wha t they were doing 

whi le finding out the news 
and their feelings about the 

achievement. 
""Telepathy"' is a funky. uphc;1t tune that 

lightens the mood from the previously 
wistful tracks. The song contains nostalgic 
funk and 111oclcrn electro-pop. The auto
tune is recognized throughout the song. 
,rnd it\ fun to hear whenever a nwmlwr 
slurs on their words. which cre,1tes ,lll 
,1111usi11g lyncal distort ion. The group ded
icates thl' song to their army as they sing 
about missing tlwm. The tum• is heart
warming and uplifting !<JI' BTS ,rnd ,mny. 

The old-school hip-hop track ""Di.s-easc .. 
is rap heavy with verses that deal with 
,irtists who struggle during the pandemic. 
The lyrics start with self-doubt and fi:cl111g 
,1Ck. The latter half of the song h,1s ,1 
contident message of hope and continuing 
forward in life. The song consists of D.I 

scratching and funky guitar. Tl1e intense 
bridge i.s f<>llowcd hy the last chorus 
tilled with a h,llld of drums and hra,s 
instruments .. 1-llope ,tands out in this 
song. and the track itself h,1s a tone 
that is similar to the beginning of--Fgo:· 
which was sung entirely by J-llopc in 
BTs· previous alhu111. 

·· stay .. begins ,lowly with future 
house l'lements. I.1ght gu1t;1r chords 
play throughout the track . .Jin ,rnd 
Jungkook ,ing while HI\I raps an ador
able song that will have the listl•m•rs 
think of somconL' who\ there t,ir tlwm 
which is how they kl'I about their fans. 
The build-up repe,1ts the catchy m,rn
tra ··stay:· and the word carne, into 
the clwru, th,1t bursts 11110 ,1 (bncc 
anthem. Till' song is owr,111 an FDt\l 
track and eventu,dly fades with an en
chanting piano that ,lmv, ,is .Jungkook 
sings thl' !,1st lyrics. 

In ,\ugust . BTS rl'IL'<l'-l'd the rl'lro 
prl'-rele,1sl' single ·· 1 >yn;unitc .. entirl'ly 
in English. I.ike .. kil'pathy."· this ti:el
good song has ,1 fun ,rnd optimistic 
v1he with disco-pop inspir,1tions and 
funk. This single appealed to the wL·,t
ern rnarkl'I and was ,1 huge success as a 
summer anthem. The lines are catchy. 
making the l'ntire song hard not to 
sing. Till' song has '-L'Veral pop culture 
refnences and p,1rty-going lyrics. --Dy
namite .. 1s a _joyful and perfect conclu 
sion to "BF."' There\ no hl'ttl'r way to 
encl tlw album with an energetic song 
that hit numlwr I on Billboard. 

On this 28-minull' ,1lhum. every BTS 
rncmlwr contributed to writing the 
tracks. --nr-- has ,1 m,1ture sound and re
alistic outlook on the rnmplicat1ons of 
being in qu,ir,rntinc. BTS utilized their 

tal- ents to creall' a fl'l'l-good ,dhum. I 
enJoyed this album for how authentic it 1s. 
Evny song h,1s a special quirk that I con
nect to. I haw a speci,11 att.lchmcnt to --Fiy 
to 1\ly Hoom:· and ""l.iti..• Coes On."I low thl' 
musical an-.111gcme11t <if··Dis-easc:···stay" 
and ··nynamitL•:···Telepathy"' and ""Blue & 
CrL'y·· can·t he ignored. "Telepathy .. is fun 
and "Blue & (;rey .. is r,nv: those two song., 
rnmpll'lc the ,1lhum. I enjoyed the expn
imentation of music styles in other eras. 
like the old-school h1p -lrnp and funk. The 
,1lhum 1mp1red llll' with tlw overall mes
sage of hope and made me fi..>l'I warm. It\ 
as simple ,is a message of saying "Lifl' C ;ocs 
On"that"s rnmfi)rting 111 times like these. 



• er1es 
By Tatwa Vaidya 

Apple Watch Series 6 is a gadget that can help 
see who is calling you, which can GPS tracking 
gadget. 

This new watch is an improvement over 
finishes, and colors. I bought my Apple 
was in love with that gadget. I bought it for 
body-color with a grey belt. It comes with 
different materials of cases, and there are 

Every time, you do not have time or not in 
the notifications or see who is calling you. An 
it so flexible that you can see everything on 
out of your pocket. 

• 
IX 

you easily access your text and notification, 
of workouts, and many more: all in one 

other Apple Watches with new features, 
Watch in the first week of October and I 
$425 and I chose a space grey aluminum 
the choice of various colors of cases, 
also different types of belts available. 

a situation to check your phone to see 
Apple Watch does it all for you and makes 

your wrist rather than taking your phone 

My Apple Watch is working so flawlessly and it is so helpful in many ways. It is my support system whenever I go to the gym, 
and it gives me perfect statistics about how many calories I burned and my heartbeat ratings. Moreover, it notifies me when 
my heart is in rhythm or not, it gives an exact number of calories I burnt in 24 hours, and also notifies when my heartbeat rate 
goes up while I am working out. 

Whenever I am driving, I can easily call anyone without touching my phone and talk to the person via Apple Watch. Also, I can 
see the messages that I am getting. One of the best features about this watch is if I pay an additional $20 extra per month then 
I don't need my cell phone near me to operate or use my Apple Watch. It can work as an individual phone and the amount 
they are asking for that feature is nothing. 

I also love the feature of Tum-by-Turn navigation on my Apple Watch. It helps when walking around in a city. Thus, I just have 
to look into my watch, follow the direction while walking, and not need to touch my phone. 

Last but not least, the best and the most common thing about my Apple Watch is the Siri Commands. You can 
easily command Siri which is a built-in voice-controlled personal assistant for the apple users for setting up 
alarms. timers, reminders, calling someone, and many more. 

In summation. This series of Apple Watch is a must-have as it makes your life easier with its flawless features. ''ti.O 
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By Simra.n Belani 

Vani 

My body tensed as I hear a creaking from 
underneath me. The haggard, faded-pink plas
tic lifted me throughout the years, enduring 
the intense movements of losing.multiple 
games of League of Legends in a row to being 
a 'spoon' to my sweat during the hot summer 
days. I wanted our final moments together 
to be memorable; my butt will be the last to 
sit on my beloved chair. Three cracks were 
visible to where the metal touches the plastic; 
my body was hanging on by a thread. I have 
prepared my body for "the great fall" for a 
while now, I knew our day was near. The creak 
turned into a glimpse of reality; it was a zap 
of thoughts that came together on my way 
down to the floor as every muscle in my body 
prepared itself for a tragic ending. A thump 
was heard and once again my little brother 
came in running, "I told you to throw out the 
chair," he snarled in annoyance. 

By Anish Patel 
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I insert a little French vanilla coffee pod into my 
brand new Keurig coffee machine. I hear the little 
click, ensuring the pod was set in place, and close the 
lid. After filling the water tank with a cup of water, 
I press a large circular silver button to start brewing 
my coffee. After a few seconds, I watch as a brown 
liquid starts dripping into my mug. I smile at the glo
rious sight. Steam leaves the mug, proving my coffee 
is hot, and the strong smell of vanilla-laced coffee 
fills my kitchen. What a marvelous machine, I think 
to myself. Once the coffee is done brewing, I add a 
splash of caramel creamer, causing the dark brown 
liquid to become light brown. After a spoon of 
coconut sugar and a quick mix, my morning coffee is 
ready. I grab my mug and make my way to my living 
room, where my laptop is propped on my years-old 
wooden table. I take a deep breath, preparing myself 
for the assignments I must complete. I am now ready 
to begin my day. 

By Cap1·ice Benifield-Sanchez 

League of 

Legen s 
All the pressure in the world is on my shoulders. After a tourna

ment final soccer match that lasted 120+ minutes, the fate of the game 
lays in my hands as normal and extra time rolled to an end. 9 other 
players, all with their own goals and desires, stepped up in an attempt 
to make their mark in this competition's history. With a miss from the 
last player., the score on penalties at the moment was 4-4 as I stepped 
up to finish the game. The light breeze had vanished, leaving only 
the static, humid air created in 90 degree weather. In my mind, there 
was only 1 thing I could focus on, putting the ball in the back of the 
net. With more or less so spectators watching, probably all family of 
the players, the tension was so thick you could cut through it with a 
knife. 19 years of training led me up to this one moment, where I was 
the only one who could control what happened from here. (Well me 
and the other team's goalkeeper of course.) After a moment or two 
of mind games with the keeper, I placed the ball on the penalty spot 
which was placed about 12 yards away from goal. Standing about 4 or 
S feet away from the ball, I took in a deep breath. As if the world had 
frozen around me in that second, I slowly ran up to the ball. The next 
thing I feel is the ball leaving my foot and curling past the flailing 
goalkeeper into the back of the net. Ecstasy is the only word that I describes the emotions that crune aftecwaros. 



By Shakera Blakney 

• orn1ng 
As I lie awake in bed on this chilly, rainy 

day, I check the time on my watch to see 
that it reads 7:05 a.m. I realize I have two 
more hours until my alarm goes off. As I 
drift back into sleep, I contemplate skipping 
class, my bed is exceptionally comfortable 
and it's the perfect sleeping temperature in 
my room, chilly. It's not so cold that I can 
see my breath, but it's just cool enough to 
need a comforter. I snuggled further into my 
bed and said, "Screw it, I'll miss class today. 
It's just one day." I rolled over and tugged 
the comforter up to my chin but made sure 
one leg wasn't underneath the comforter. It 
felt like I was asleep for five minutes until 
my alarm went off. I thought about turning 
the alarm off and going back to sleep until I 
realized, I didn't do my Morning Page. 

Page 
My brother and I were both upstairs wondering what was going on. It was 

spring break during the third grade, and we were told by our mom we could 
stay up late that night. My dad was out of town, so I assumed he was coming 
home. What I didn't expect was him coming home with a brand new puppy. My 
mom called us down and once we turned the corner from the stairs, I saw the 
cutest dog I had ever seen in my life. He was the size of my dad's hand and had 
two black spots on his forehead. The rest of his body was tan and white with 
the occasional black patches. 

By Luke Lombardi 

My brother came down right behind me and asked, "What is that dog doing 
here?" I was elated. Not only did we have a new puppy, but my dad was also 
home from his trip. He had been gone for almost a week which was the longest 
he had ever been away from us. He ended up confessing that it wasn't for work, 
and he had gone to South Carolina to transport eight dogs to their new owners 
in New Jersey and the surrounding area. I spent the rest of the night playing 
with my new puppy who we had named Shea after the baseball stadium. 

By Julia Block 

Second 

While observing the Mitchell-Innes and Nash Gallery in Chelsea, 
New York, I was intrigued by the "Second Life" exhibit by the artist 
known as Brent Wadden. 

The room was filled with multiple woven panels covered in 
colored fibers. 

Each wall had more than one of the colorful panels, some larger 
than others. 

The panels were similar to one another with repetitive shapes 
and alike textures from the weaving patterns used to create each. 

However, the panels contrasted one another through the artist's 
selection of colors used on each of the panels. 

One panel consisted of multiple shades of pink, while a different 
panel consisted of yellow, green, and blue. 

Up close, the details of the woven fibers make the seemingly 
simple artwork more intricate than what one would see if observ
ing from a distance. 

I was fascinated by the idea that something so simple from far 
away could be so complex with less distance. 

I wondered how long it must have taken for Wadden to create 
such panels, each fiber woven to one another 
to create each triangle or rectangle on every 
board. 

The exhibit was really interesting because 
each panel was unique in their own way, but 
all were connected to one another because of 
a common formatting and medium. 
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By JuliaBlock 

ass 
The entire kitchen smelled of sweet sugary goodness. 
Sitting at the kitchen table, my sister and I filled more 

cupcake wrappers with the whisked Pillsbury Funfetti 
cake batter. 

The batter was off-white with a bunch of rainbow 
sprinkles mixed into the thick, runny mixture. 

Each of the 24 cupcake wrappers became filled with 
delicious pudding-like batter, and we still had some left 
over in the large plastic bowl. 

I opened the oven, which was set to 350 degrees, to 
place the filled tin into the extreme heat. 

While we waited for this batch to bake, we licked the 
sweet batter off the metal whisks initially used to stir the 
bowl of ingredients and then worked on cleaning up the 
kitchen. 

We used remaining baking time to begin icing cup
cakes that had already cooled to room temperature. 

The white whipped icing was neatly spread across the 
top layer of each of the cupcakes, and we topped each of 
them off with red and green sugar crystal sprinkles to 
complete the delightful dessert treats. 

By Julia Block 

As I sit in the last row of the classroom, I shopped on my computer 
tuning out the professor's lecture. 

My eyes wandered the room to find other students having side con
versations, doing other work on their computers, and zoning out into 
oblivion. 

The effort to participate in class and understand the lesson cascaded 
more and more for each row of students sitting farther away from the 
professor. 

Occasionally, I looked up at the professor with a smile and nod to fake 
the fact that I was not paying attention to anything in our lesson on the 
projector screen. 

Meanwhile, I opened a new tab on my web browser to check how 
much torture I had left to endure for this week's slideshow; I sighed from 
the pain of seeing another 23 slides left in the monotonous presentation. 

Class had only been in session for one hour, which meant I still had 
to suffer through another two hours of rambling regarding topics I didn't 
care to learn. 

This being the case, I reclined further into my desk chair, made myself 
comfortable, and let my brain shut down as class time ticked away. 

Cu 
C 

By Julia Block 

es 
On Nov. 15, I left my house at 9:45 a.m. 

to drive to school, but I had to make a 
quick stop at Starbucks off Route 18 on the 
way to get my first taste of the Christmas 
season beverages. 

Starbucks 
On that day, Starbucks did a promotion 

which allowed customers to get a free 
refillable cup if they ordered one of the few 
holiday drinks. 

My hot chestnut praline latte was in a 
bright red plastic cup with the words "mer
ry coffee" in green and white letters. 

I sipped the fresh espresso drink and en
joyed my first taste of the seasonal praline 
chips on top of the whipped cream swirl on 
the latte. 

2022 
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The coffee had a caramel-like sweetness, 
but was not overly sweet. 

Getting my holiday beverage and free 
reusable cup helped get me into the spirit 
of the holiday season. 



By Madison Bant 

e 
Universe 

On a cold night in the dead of winter, I was 
awake contemplating the astronomical size of the 
Universe. Thoughts of planets floating millions of 
light-years away danced in my conscious as I felt 
myself sink deeper into the warm sheets of my 
bed. I closed my eyes as I pictured the large mass 
of Jupiter swirling endlessly in the desolate black 
sky and pretended to drift from planet to planet. 
My worries started to fade as I pondered on how 
trivial my life seems compared to the endless gal
axies that reside in the phenomena known as the 
Universe. Transfixed over the idea of the cosmos, 
I decided to look up a picture of the Earth from 
outside our solar system. Upon looking at the Earth 
as a speck in the dark sky, it seemed silly to feel so 
worried over problems like school and chores. In a 
way, it was comforting to know that the Universe is 
so vast as the constant strife of life floated away in 
the endless stream of my thoughts. 

By Cassandra Maisonet I sat next to my mom at the kitchen 
table. The ambiance was quiet. "Hi, Mrs. 
Maisonet," a teacher chirped. I watch the 
two converse over Zoom. I hear a sharp 
noise coming from behind me. I instinc
tively turned around to see my dad 
opening an Amazon package. "Go some
where else," I whispered aggressively. He 
takes his package and continues to open 
it merely feet three away. I glanced over 
to check my phone notifications. My dad 
comes back and presents the electrical 
toothbrush he purchased. I look up from 
my phone and stare at his motioning for 
my attention. "$17," he grinned smugly. 
He turned on the toothbrush which 
hissed at a high volume. I attempted to 
hold in my laughter as my mom tried to 
motion him to stop off-screen. 

Electrical 
Toothbrush 

By Cassa:nch·a Maisonet 

Teen 
• 

I walked into Barnes & Nobles accompanied 
by fear. I walked over to the aisles of magazines. 
I quickly found one of the magazines I was 
looking for. I intently stared at the magazines 
before me. An older man with a coffee cup in 
his hand walked over to observe the magazines. 
My face felt hot. I held my magazine close to me, 
attempting to obscure the cover. I tried to not 
look awkward as I moved further away from 
him. I moved into another aisle and immedi
ately found the other magazine I was looking 
for. While in line, I rehearsed my explanation of 
buying a teen magazine and an anime maga
zine. As it was my turn to pay, I was prepared 
to let the cashier know that I was not buying 
these magazines for fun. I 
would be lying if I did. She 
scanned the magazines 
and stated, "13.98 is your 
total." Internally, I let out 
a sigh of relief. All that 
anxiety for nothing. 
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ast oast 
By Jared Almanzor 



March was a hectic month for me this 
year. I was busy with my studies at my 
grandparents' condominium in Atlantic 
City when my dad got the news that my 
grandfather had a tumor and cancer. 

My guilt and past mistakes sunk in 
during this time. One incident I feel guilty 
for is my dog's death. My dog died due 
to my family and I not taking care of her 
properly between March-July 2020. She 
passed while I was far away from her as 
well, so I couldn't be there to say good
bye. My mom had to put her to sleep and 
cremate her body while I was away from 
them. 

I had to find distractions after losing 
my dog, so I decided to join the Quo Vadis 
Newspaper in August 2020; writing differ-

By Jared Almanzor 

ent types of reviews and articles kept me 
occupied. I also had an English class with 
Professor Markowicz and a history class 
with Professor Pakela, and had to write 
multiple essays for both classes. However, 
even though I was so busy, I was still filled 
with guilt and regrets. 

Writing all of the reviews didn't stop me 
from losing interest in some of my favorite 
activities, like playing video games. Thus, 
I discovered I have a passion for writing. 
Whether it be writing fanfiction for my 
own enjoyment or writing articles for 
Quo Vadis, which will help me become a 
journalist in the future, I love to write. This 
lasted from September 2020, and I'm still 
constantly reminded of mistakes I made 
that I wish I could change. 

I had not broken out of my shell yet 
before starting to write for Quo Vadis, and 
I was sWl mourning my loss, so I didn't 
know what to do when I first became a 
part of the newspaper staff. 

However, Quo Vadis saved me from 
myself and my despair as I found the club 
when I was having suicidal thoughts, and 
only knew that I had to keep writing to 
have my voice heard. Being a part of Quo 
Vadis with a phenomenal staff showed me 
a brighter future as a journalist. The peo
ple behind the paper became my light and 
gave me the strength to write confidently. 
However, finding out about my grandfa
ther resurfaced my guilt and regrets. 

While writing the Hololive review arti
cles throughout last month, I was able to 
break free my guilt and fear and decided 
to go to New York City and Jersey City to 
be there for my grandparents. My grandfa
ther was having his surgery at a hospital 
in New York City, and my grandmother 
was staying at my uncle's condominium in 
Jersey City. 

I spent the last week of March with my 
grandmother, keeping her company, and 
going around New York City. I've also been 
listening to the song "Palette" by Tokoyarni 
Towa to help me cope. 

I visited my grandfather in the hospital 
on March 30th, and I unintentionally got a 
fever that day. Knowing I was pushing my
self so far to be there for my grandparents 
showed me the passion I never knew had 
before to be there for others. 

After joining Quo Vadis and being there 
for my grandparents, I finally found myself, 
which is something I was pondering for 
years. I used to ask questions such as: do I 
want to become a journalist or not? Will 
I accept the struggles as an ally of justice 
for trying to get my voice and others heard 
in the future? Will I accept the losses of 
my loved ones if their deaths ever come 
my way? I used to say no to all of these 
questions, but I can finally say yes to them, 
since I dared to pursue journalism and to 
help my grandparents. 

I know that I want to pursue the path 
of journalism; I want to travel and see 
the world, meet new people and have 
the voices of those unheard be heard. My 
grandfather got released from the hospi
tal on April 1, and is still recovering from 
the successful surgery. I know that it will 
take me a while to develop new ideas and 
inspiration for future articles I may submit 
and write, but I know that I won't give up. 
All I can say to the people reading this is 
thank you. Thank 
you for reading each 
and every article 
I've written for Quo 
Vadis thus far, and 
I hope you're ready 
for the future ones I 
may write. 

''70 
March 
2022 
Blue Colt Vibe 





• 1rtua 
YouTu 

By Jared Almanzor 

It has been a year since I first got into virtual YouTubers (VTu
bers) as a whole, and a lot has changed in the landscape since 
then. 

Kiryu Coco, a popular VTuber, was a part of"HoloLive's" fourth 
generation graduated, also known as moved on, on July 1st, 2021. 

I've also gotten myself into the Nijisanji branch of VTubers and 
indie VTubers. Nijisanji is another VTuber company adjacent to 
HoloLive Production, consisting of VTuber groups owned by a 
company called COVER Corp. 

There is something popular as VTuber companies themselves 
called independent VTubers, virtual YouTubers that work outside 
of a company. 

Nijisanji got two groups that debuted and are part of their English 
branch called LazuLight and OBSYDIA. 

I've been watching LazuLight and OBSYDIA between May and 
July of 2021 and they are fun to watch. 

A lot hasn't changed within the VTuber space, but I definitely felt 
a change as I've gotten more used to everyone there. 

I use a website called "HoloDex"to watch VTubers on and it's 
convenient for you to use on there. 

You favorite the VTubers you watch under the channels tab, and 
then you watch multiple VTubers you favorited on the MultiView 
tab if they're live. 

There was one VTuber that I love watching that hit 3 million You
Tube subscribers in July 2021, and her name is Gawr Gura. 

Gawr Gura surpassed the "first" VTuber called Kizuna Ai who had 
the most subscribers around that time frame. 

VTubers create original songs as promotion and there have been 
many good songs that they have made that came out within the 

last year. 

A VTuber calls leaving their job as one whether it's independent 
or part of a company, in one simple word, "graduation." Think of it 
as high school graduation in a sense, when you feel like it's time 
to move on to have a better opportunity somewhere in life. 

As one virtual YouTuber leaves a VTuber company, another VTu
ber comes into the scene that's part of the same company that 
gets people enamored just by looking at them. 

There will always be a good chance that a new virtual YouTuber 
or a new group of virtual YouTubers will enter the scene. 

A VTuber group that is part of HoloLive called the HoloLive En
glish Council debuted in August 2021, and they had their debuts a 
week or two before Lyrica graduated. 

VTubers come and go. You don't know when they'll graduate and 
you'll be upset at one of your favorites graduating at first , whether 
they're independent or part of a company. If you wait a tiny while, 
a new independent virtual YouTuber or a group that's part of the 
company will come into the scene, and you'll be enamored by 
them like you have with all the other virtual YouTubers. 

This is like a rinse and repeat process in a way, you meet an inde
pendent VTuber or a group of VTubers that are part of a compa
ny, you get to know them and watch their streams, and then you 
get upset as they graduate. 

I love this process as I know things don't last forever. Even my 
time at the Quo Vadis might end at some point. As one door clos
es, another dqor opens. This world will always have opportunities 
for you even if they're a form of escapism or you need a new or 
another job. 

One year later, I still love watching virtual YouTubers and being a 
part of the Quo Vadis. Both have kept me sane during these uncer
tain times of COVID-19. 
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The word "teacher" to me is a combination of two words, "teach" and "ER."Teachers are important 
people in my life. It feel s as though I am in the emergency room and need continuous attention 
from them. It sounds cliche, but a phrase that perfectly describes my feelings about teachers was 
written by Socrates; he said , "I cannot teach anybody anything, I can only make them think." There 
are many who have taught me life lessons and made me think. In the last 45 years, learning has 
been continuous and will be until I start my eternal journey. 

My first lesson started when I came into this world and my parents held me. Their laps were my 
first school. Growing up, we are always told that our teachers are just like our parents, since they 
help us in every aspect of our life. Thus, we should respect them. 

My first vivid memory of preschool is a program I participated in which I had a part in a play 
and gave a small speech. My parents and teachers gave me the confidence to perform. 
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I saw my principal from my preschool in our community center and mosque a few years ago. She 
was older, but I recognized her and told her that I used to be a student in her school. I saw a bright 
light in her eyes when I spoke to her. Sadly, last year, she passed away, but I feel fortunate to have 
met her here in the U.S., after 40 years. 

After preschool, I attended primary and secondary school from 1981-1991. I made countless 
memories in those schools, but the most important one is from sixth grade. My teachers helped me 
get good grades when I was struggling to become a good student that year. 

My sister, cousin and I had the same seventh-grade chemistry teacher. She was also helpful and 
later became our friend . We invited her to our home, used to exchange conversation over the phone 
and later attended her wedding. She left the school since she moved to Nairobi, but she used to 
write letters to us. She even shared some of her recipes with me, and I still use some of them. 

This was a unique journey and every year, I became close to one or two teachers, who later be
came family friends. 

I do not have any pleasant high school memories sadly, since I was disheartened with the way 
some of the teachers treated me. I did not excel in high school as it was different from my previous 
schools (primary grades 1-5, secondary grade 6-10). Those two years of high school could have been 
beautiful if the teachers were not strict and were helpful. However, that's how life is, you cannot 
get good teachers every time. They play an important role in our lives and can potentially make or 
break student's lives. 

My remarkable journey continued when I started studying business management. I had some 
brilliant professors, who were professionals working in some big multinational companies, such as 
Shell Pakistan, Unilever, etc. l learned many new things from them. 

When I entered my professional life, I couldn't continue my job in marketing, so I ended up be
coming a teacher myself. Though it wasn't my dream job, I indulged in it and finished my business 
degree later. I preferred to teach in a school as well as Karachi University Business School. This was 
the time I tried to play my part in society. I tried not to repeat the things that used to bother me 
while I was a student. I tried to help my students as best I could; some of them are still in touch 
with me on social media. 

I am a student once again at Middlesex College, and I am blessed to have some of the best pro
fessors, who have the knowledge and manner of teaching that helped reshape me. Professors Virve 
Lane, Richard Roy, Gary Abbot, Wilson Class, Louis Dell'Omo, Raymond Dademo, Christine Wathen, 
Jack Moskowitz and Mirian Curry are the ones who helped me the most. They are all wonderful 
souls, and they taught me to start thinking critically and to see the world from a different angle. 

While I am thankful for all of the teachers who have paved my way to make my life easier, I want 
to acknowledge that there are many who taught me life-long lessons, who were not actual teachers. 
This includes my family, friends and people I met randomly. 

For example, I was driving to the University of Karachi Business School one day, and I noticed 
that I had a flat tire. I could not change it myself as I was a new driver, and I did not know how to fix 
it. Suddenly, a boy came over to me and said, "Baji (sister), I can do it." He fixed it in almost five min
utes. I tried to give him some money, but he repl ied, "Nahi baji aap meri behan jaisi ho," (No, you are 
like my sister). When he was finished, he walked away. This encounter made me realize that there 
are still some good people in the world. I also felt thankful for him, and wanted to pay his kindness 
forward by helping others. 

I learned from my daughters also, since they have taught me patience and introduced me to a 
different world of knowledge. I remember when my eldest daughter was only two years old, and 
she said the word, "Paleontologist." I didn' t know the meaning of that word, which she learned from 
Sesame Street. Similarly, her curiosity helps me learn new things. 

As life brings new challenges every day, we continue to learn. Without teachers we could not 
achieve our desired goals. They are the light in our lives.I thank all of my teachers who taught me 
new lessons daily. 
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***** 

This year, 
the focus is on 
voting. Every 
news outlet 
website in the 

influences of 
older voters. ***** Sometimes it may 

be as innocent as 
receiving informa

tion about the candi
dates from a trusted but 

potentially biased source. 
When this directly influenc

es how a young voter casts their 
ballot, younger voters do not actually 

have a say. They are merely parroting the 
opinions of the previous generation without 

thinking critically about what they want from our nation's leader. 

world has banners 
on their homepages 
showing users how to 
register to vote. Businesses 
are encouraging shoppers to 
vote via commercials, advertise-
ments and displays. The internet is abuzz 

· with tips, notices and continuous reminders to 
vote, vote, vote. 

Voting has always been a cornerstone of democracy. Many 
Americans have worn their "I Voted" stickers every four years like 
clockwork. Yet, the recent influx in voting advocacy represents a 
shift in our nation's psyche. 

This is because many of these messages are aimed at younger 
voters. 

In the past, young adults may not have voted due to uncer
tainty over the process or the candidates. Now, many companies, 
websites and businesses are encouraging younger voters to utilize 
their rights as residents of this country - regardless of who they 
end up voting for in the end. 

On one hand, introducing the idea that young adults should 
vote, even if they aren't completely sure of their decision, is rev
olutionary. Young adults are a major part of our nation's popula
tion and their opinions should be considered, even if they are not 
as confident in their beliefs when compared to older voters. 

However, encouraging young people to vote when they are not 
completely sure comes with consequences. 
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Many younger voters may reach out to 
family, friends or other advisory figures to 
determine if they made the "right" decision. 
Many younger voters may be subject to the 

Therefore, I encourage all new voters to take advice from fami
ly and friends with a grain of salt. 

It is important to consider the opinions of those close to you 
when making a major decision. However, it is also important to 
remember that everyone around you has individual experiences 
or goals. This may have led them to make a different decision or 
prioritize different aspects of leadership. 

Instead of deciding to simply vote for whomever your par-
ents or friends are voting for, make a conscious effort to form 
your own opinions. Watch news segments from multiple sources. 
Research the issues that are important to you. Watch the presiden
tial and vice presidential debates with and without commentary. 
Research the political processes of other nations and determine 
what you like and dislike about those countries. Read books, listen 
to podcasts and watch shows from commentators that claim to 
be unbiased. Do the same for clearly biased commentators and 
analyze their arguments. 

As voters, we owe it to our nation to make this decision to the 
best of our ability, free of outside influence. 

So, regardless of who you vote for come Nov. 3, remember to 
make that decision wholeheartedly, based solely on your own 
convictions. 



................................................ 

I don't socialize much in text messaging. The beginning of 
the pandemic only worsened that habit. I began to miss in-per
son communication. Not being able to meet up in person was 
miserable, but isolating myself from my friends didn't help me. I'd 
have occasional contact with a few friends, but eventually, I would 
make new friends in an unexpected way. 

I found an app called Slowly that matched strangers. They 
could write letters to each other. You had the option to be given 
a random pen pal or you could manually search within a set of 
criteria. 

Scrolling through countless profiles, I came across a quirky ac
count. His bio read: 'Tm not good with bios like these, but I swear 
I'm friendly. I'm down to talk about anything that isn't math or 
economics related'" 

I chuckled at such a silly, yet relatable, biography. Without 
hesitation, I sent my first letter to Xavier from Singapore. He was 
the first pen pal to respond, and receiving his letter made me feel 
warm. 

At the time, the U.S. was in a sensitive state, and he was asking 
how I was doing. I was embarrassed that he was well informed 
about my country, even though I barely knew his. I was not only 
interested in getting to know Xavier, but also in learning what his 
culture is like. I never stopped asking questions, and I am grate
ful that he had the patience to answer all of them in thorough 
detail and anecdotes. He also loved telling me random fun facts. 
I noticed that Xavier seemed to be holding back a part of him. 
He spoke in a formal and polite tone, but I felt that Xavier was a 
much sillier person than he led me to believe. 

Knowing that Xavier is an English literature major, I wrote 

a comical story for him. I hoped that this 
story could break the formalities between 
us. I didn't think it helped until he sent a 
letter that continued the story. Eventually, 
Xavier and I developed a close bond, and 
we felt comfortable saying whatever was on 
our minds to each other. After a month of 
sending letters, we opened another line of 
communication via Discord. We're still pen 
pals, in fact , I'll occasionally still write letters 
to his address. 

My second pen pal is Eunice from the 
Philippines. To be frank, Eunice scared me 
at first. Initially, I had mistaken her tone as 
someone who was a stickler for seriousness. 
As I got to know her, I found myself admiring 
her because of her hard-working attitude. 
Eunice has a passion for painting and poetry, 
and it broke my heart whenever she felt 
unconfident in her work. I loved receiving 
photos of her paintings and reading her 
poetry. It was motivating to see her water
color progress. She has taught me historical 
and recreational facts about the Philippines. 
Eunice also shares fascinating stories about 
her life. It took a few letters, but once she 
opened up to me, it was rewarding. I'll never 
forget when she asked me if she could call 
me "Cass" because that moment made me 
realize the build-up of our friendship. I look 
back and laugh at myself for being scared of 
someone who, in reality, is strong, genuine 
and good-natured. 

A couple of days after meeting Xavier and 
Eunice, I received a letter from Stephanie 
from the West Coast. She reached out to me 

first. Her first letter was sweet and bubbly, She told me that we 
had several common interests and that my bio appeared friendly. 
I was delighted for someone to reach out to me for the first time. 
Our letters were written as if Stephanie and I were two long-lost 
friends who found each other. Besides our interests, Stephanie 
and I had striking similarities when it came to our personal lives. 
We're the same age, we attended a community college, our parents 
spoke Spanish at home, we were both former history majors and 
at the time, we were English majors. Given our similarities, I loved 
talking to Stephanie since I knew she would relate to whatever 
I was feeling. I enjoyed having heavy discussions with a bit of 
humor sprinkled in our letters. 

I met my first three pen pals within days of each other back 
in June, and I'm grateful for getting to know them. Being a pen 
pal is a hobby that I took up during the summer because of my 
loneliness. I didn't expect to make such strong bonds and become 
acquainted with the cultures of my pen pals. I appreciate having 
authentic conversations with my friends across the world . I didn't 
realize how developing friendships from far away brought joy into 
my life until school began, and my letters became sporadic. Al
though I haven't been in touch with Eunice and Steph in a while, I 
think about them often and plan to send them letters soon. As for 
Xavier, we're dating now, therefore we talk every day, Even though 
I have never met Xavier, Eunice and Steph-
anie in person, I consider them people who 
have impacted my life and going through 
this pandemic wouldn't have been manage
able without them. 
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Lemon 
By Simran Belani 

"Excuse me, but there's been a mistake. 
They say everyone is here for a reason, but I can't seem to find 

mine. 
I ran all around the world, searched all the cracks and corners, 

I couldn't find my reason. 
I went to school, I went to work, 

I couldn't find my reason. 
I even tried to look in my dreams, 

I couldn't find my reason. 
They say the stars take you when it's time to go. 

I look up at the stars and think, perhaps they have my reason." 

This fairly dark poem was written by me, a little over a year ago. 
The end of the poem is up for interpretation. All I will say is that I 
was not in a good place. A little more than a year ago, I had fallen 
into a dark void, finding myself in a major existential crisis and 
left with no faith in myself. I was previously afraid to say this 
word that comes with stigma and uneasiness, but I can finally 

admit that I was depressed. Not in the way teenagers now throw 
the word around like confetti to express their reaction to minor 

disappointments such as disappointing food but actually, truly de
pressed. Today, I am sharing this with you, to show you a glimpse 

into the accepting world of change, in the least uncomfortable 
way possible. 

To me, depression felt like deep diving in the middle of the ocean 
with no shore in sight. Also, I was drowning. Repeatedly. I would 
come to the surface of water every once in a while for two sec

onds, as an epiphany entered my brain, before succumbing back 
to the cold water. 

Speaking less metaphorically, I was unable to find permanent 
happiness despite looking everywhere for it. I would go out with 
my friends in hopes the positive energy and good vibes would 

linger, but I found myself simply pretending to enjoy myself. The 
moment I was alone again, I would begin to cry, and I had no 

idea why. All I could think to myself was, "Why am I even here?" 
Depression had convinced me that I was quite literally a waste of 
space. I would look in the mirror and find myself upset with the 
reflection staring back at me. I found no enjoyment in watching 
movies or the television, and the only thing that ever helped was 
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music, because the words of the song would 
wash away the voice in my head. I also still 
enjoyed coloring, although I don't believe 

there is a deeper meaning there. 

One night, I found myself silently crying to 

ater 
myself, with tears rolling down my cheeks, when my mom barged 
into my room. I don't have locks and made a mental note to take 

it up with the architect of the house. She saw me and fell into 
a state of confusion. She had no idea what I was going through 

because I would always mask my emotions in front of others. She 
approached me and as soon as she hugged me, I fell into a fit of 
uncontrollable sobs. I didn't know what to do at that moment, 

and in fear of scaring her, I told her I was feeling a little hormonal 
that week. She brought me some strange lemon water mixture. 

I drank it and, oddly enough, felt a little better. Thanks mom, for 
finding the cure to depression: Lemon water. 

In all seriousness, she did say a few cliche phrases to me 
that actually stuck, and I found myself forming a theory. Happi
ness is not something that can be found at that party with your 

girls, or in that pizza pie you just ate. Happiness is something only 
you can create for yourself. Nobody can transfer those feelings 
into you. With this in mind, I embarked on my new journey to 

create my own happiness. 

With the guidance of some self help books, I started 
doing activities that brought me peace: meditation, yoga, self 

care, and anything like that seemed to make me feel good. I also 
started working out and found that I was slowly regaining my 
confidence. Of course, things weren't always perfect and every 

once in a while my mind drifted back into negativity. But by stay
ing true to myself and keeping the bigger picture in mind, I stayed 

persistent with my routine. 

Months later, as the perfect circle ending, I wrote another poem: 

"Today I felt this feeling. 
It felt like the first sip of hot coffee, 

The first sight of the sun after a storm. 
I think they call it, happy." 

While I am in no place to give anyone advice, nor am I a psycholo
gy major, I will say this: everyone functions uniquely in this world. 

But one thing is constant, desire. We all yearn for something or 
the other, and some of us have the simple desire for happiness. 

Luckily for us, we were born with the right to be happy, each and 
every one of us. It's just up to ourselves to create it, through what
ever means necessary - self love, therapy and music. While my 

piece might have a light-hearted tone, my message is very serious. 
I hope everyone suffering from anxiety, depression or anything 
like that is able to rise above its chains of captivity. From here, 

there's nowhere to go but up. You deserve it. 



By Anish Patel 

y recommend getting a dog if you have the 
ou see the upsides of owning a dog, but there 

y have to be trained with the rights and wrongs 
e dog gets sick, and making sure the dog's general 

w to maintain a dog. All of this is in addition to the 
· zations, as well as treats, toys, food, and any accessories 

, ing done it for over 10 years, I can assure you that every 

The comparuonship you ge 
ownin&,,advocate is because 
owner does with their do · reat for both of their 
yo·· e. They increase !l'ie -amount of serotonin your body re , 
ge flike ~ fhappiness. There is a dog out there for everybody, 
alilll . Tfier s no wonder why dogs make good service animals, they are inc 
love you just as much as you love them. Growing up with a dog teaches a child s 
otherwise. There is a sense of responsibility that can be gained through having to 
especially at such a young age. Looking back I've realized that I've actually had my 
had him if that makes any sense. And looking back on those years, my life could have 
I didn't have my dog, Harley, shedding, slobbering, snoring, farting, barking, and licking r1 



By Amanda Clark 

Russian skater Kamila Valieva is allowed to compete at the Win
ter 2022 Olympics even though she tested positive for a banned 
heart drug back in December. 

This is a very controversial situation. 

Valieva is a 15-year-old girl competing for Russia with one of the 
most brutal coaches, Eteri Tutberidze. Of course, if her coach told 
her to take a drug, she wouldn't go against her coach or county. 
A 15-year-old is still a child and will do anything their mentor/ 
coach tells them to do to succeed, especially if she is unaware of it 
being banned. 

Nonetheless, Valieva is facing the consequences and will have 
this follow her throughout her skating career, not her coach's. If 
she was aware that one of the drugs she was taking wa~ 
banned, she wouldn't have wanted to take it, but with 
the pressure from her country and coach, she still 
would've. - -

Since she tested 
banned drug, 
Valieva should have 
been stripped of the first-place 
finish in the figure skating team 
event. Having a gold medal while possibly 
having drugs in her system shouldn't be allowed. 
She tested positive back in December and could 
have retaken them after the test. 

Not only should Valieva be stripped of the medal and 
not allowed to have performed after the positive test, her 
coach should be banned from the Olympics. Tutberidze is 
known to be a harsh and brutal coach with no mercy. There 
is no way that she didn't know Valieva was on drugs. If any
thing, she encouraged it. 

In other instances when this happened in the Olympics, the 
committee didn't let the athlete compete. For example, American 
sprinter Sha'Carri Richardson tested positive for marijuana in 
the Tokyo Summer Olympics and was barred from competing. 
She smoked marijuana after learning that her mother died a few 
days before the US Olympic Team Trials, and this was her coping 
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method. She didn't get a second chance, 
unlike Valieva. 

Valieva did a flawless performance on Feb. 15 for the first part of 
the women's single skating. 

Due to Valieva's situation, the International Olympic Committee 
ruled there wouldn't be a medal ceremony if she placed first, 
second or third. Since her Feb.15 performance was stunningly 
perfect, I thought there wouldn't be a medal ceremony for the 
single women's performance. Especially since there won't be 
a medal ceremony for the team figure skating since her team 
placed gold. 

However, her last women's single on Feb.17 was a complete 
disaster. Valieva fell multiple times and couldn't pull through to 
place in the top three, which was a relief for those who did place. 
However, I wouldn't feel bad if she placed and the second and 
third skaters didn't get a ceremony, be- cause they were also 
skating for Russia, which means the ceremony 
would've been complete- ly filled with Russia's 
women single skaters. I would've 
felt bad for Japanese figure skater 

Kaori Sakamato. 

Since Valieva didn't place, Sakamato 
was the happiest skater out there. Her smile and 

enthusiasm illuminated me while watching. I felt 
incredibly happy for her to be able to place and get a 

ceremony. If Valieva placed in ~ the top three, 
this moment 

would've nev
er happened. 

Nonetheless, with all of 
what's going on with Valieva and 

the news reporting on it, I can't even begin to 
imagine what she is going through behind the scenes. 
Being a 15-year-old with the world against her, a 
heartless coach and the pressure of being a teenager 
in the public eye is no picnic. 

After her last women's single performance she 
broke down crying and will most likely have 

this weight on her shoulders for a while. I 
hope she can not only heal from this and 

learn from it, but also find a coach who 
genuinely values her as a person and 

a phenomenal skater. 
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By Nathaniel Thompson 

ourses 
You have to make a big decision of what to do once you've graduated from high school. I, like many others, went the route of going 
to college. It was a big decision on what college I wanted to go to. I always wanted to go to William Paterson University at first, then 
COVID-19 hit. It left me with a decision that had to be made and that decision was saving money and going to Middlesex College. A big 
thing about Middlesex College is you're saving money and getting the same, if not better education. 

One thing to consider when you're going to college is what type of classes you need to take. There are 4 types of classes to choose from: 
virtual (or remote-live), hybrid, asynchronous and in-person. Virtual classes meet online, typically via Zoom, but it can be through other 
applications. Middlesex College uses Zoom for its virtual classes while asynchronous courses are strictly online. These courses don't 
have virtual meetings for the most part. The work is just assigned through Canvas. Though the teachers sometimes have office hours 
to meet them, there is no meeting. Hybrid courses require you to go in person for some of the classes, and the other meetings will be 
virtual online; these courses are used by a lot of people. Finally, in-person classes are self-explanatory; they are just classes you attend in 
person. 

I like asynchronous courses because I get to do the work on my own time while just following the deadlines. The teachers give me the 
materials I need and it leaves it up to me to be independent. It's bad to an extent if you are a lazy person like me at times. Overall, I 
appreciate the concept of this. I had classes, like psychology, online and it was helpful. I've used the office hours a couple of times, but 
other than that, I was able to get the work done on my own. Also, you won't need transportation to campus. With no requirements of 
Zoom meetings, it allows for you to go on with your day without having to miss any classes. Online courses are a strong resource. 

Virtual courses and in-person courses are the opposite, with hybrids being a mix of the two. In virtual classes, all the work is done 
online, and you meet online. I like virtual classes because I get to sit in the comfort of my own home and still learn. In-person also has 
its pros because you get to be face-to-face with the professor, and some people learn better that way. Also, you get to walk around the 
campus, which can also be a cool atmosphere. 

While I technically haven't had an only in-person class, I assume that nowadays 
heard some people still have to take paper tests. So far, the only class I've ever 
journalism class. For a mix of both, hybrid is the way to go. You can always get 
campus and learning from your teacher in person, as well as having the op-

meetings online and work at home as it 
can be more convenient for some. 
Taking all this into account, I prefer virtual classes the most. I can still be at 

it's similar in terms of online. I've 
had in person has been a hybrid 

the feeling of being on 
portunity to go to the 
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home and not have to worry about traveling. Also, I still have the option to meet with 
my teacher and ask for help whenever. To me, it is a win-win situation. 

Blue Colt Vibe 



lh \athanid Thompson 

The ·',.' . 

holi-
days are 
something 
everyone looks for-

Starting off with Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday that is celebrated 
throughout eight clays. The elates range from Nov. 28, 2021 through 
Dec. 6, 2021. According to history.com, commemorates the reded
ication during the second century B.C. of the Second Temple in 
Jerusalem, where according to legend, Jewish people had risen up 
against their Greek-Syrian oppressors in the Maccabean Revolt. 
Hanukkah means cleclication in Hebrew and I like how the mean
ing ties to what the holiday is all about. The date begins on the 
25th of Kislev in the Hebrew calendar which is different from the 
standard calendar Americans tend to use. The day usually falls in 
either November or December. The games are my favorite part of 
Hanukkah. There is this one game called the Celt challenge. For 
this game, you would get a chocolate coin and place it on your 
forehea d. Then try to work it down into your mouth without 
dropping it. I am not quite sure if this originated from Jewish 
people, but that is who I got it from and the game is just very fun 
to play. 

One of the 
!most fa-
j mous holi-
' days known 
1 to all in 
I America is 
j Christmas. 

Christmas 
falls on Dec. 
25 every 
single year 
and this is 
supposed to 
be the birth 

• of Jesus. 

Kwanzaa is a holiday that is celebrated by African American 
people. The holiday is used to celebrate life. The dates range from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. In some ways, you can say it is somewhat like 
Christmas. I have only celebrated Kwanzaa once, but the time that 
I had was great. I went with my friend's family to a Kwanzaa event 
and it was a fun experience. They all had gifts for each other, even 
a couple clays after Christmas. We also had a big feast and the soul 
food that they cooked was great. It is a holiday that I could see 
myself celebrating soon. 

New Year's Day is a holiday celebrated by almost everyone. Some 
countries and religions follow different calendars, but celebrating 
the new year is something we all do. There 
isn't much to be said about the New Year. It's 
just a time to party and celebrate going into 
the next chapter for most people. One thing 
I can say is I wish I was around for the new 
year going from 1999 to the year 2000. That 
would've been awesome to see. 

ilhll' < :olt \ ,h" 



Lifc~_as.a.gas~station attcnda1~ 1_n be rough someti/1!!'/ffl Not t,J;J,HM' ])t'(-lj0IC reafly rel pcct the joband tend to treat the 
____....- ~-. fflll!!,': 0 1r- >J' '•• .. •· , I I ' 

- -=' ·· atte1~ nt~ rmselvcs li_ke_ r0~ots. Other times. thq~ ple a!E,GJliY,i.<w a•fltl engag'e in conversation. The job is not as easy as 
someone-might think. With it Eking outdoors, wcat.l;@.iis al~ is'R. WiJ don't get off during·a snowstorm that covers 
six irn:bJ.'.fo1;::i,hurriecrne: W~ e responsible to wo1•il'!\!o mallQ!· heiw cxt1:erne the weather. One time whil.e I was working, 

.~"">.:~ ::_-1\~ tiii:t\ <'.! J icl! l{ ii'i~ l~ad lil•l ide.a what to do if a cust@IT,e1: came up to me du11,!_2g)l~~tprm~·15ecause I could be putting _ 
-~~~llY!iielf. rnto dange11. St:trnl'arly: ltghtn111g while work111g_~~ petnfy111g•s1nce eve1;yth111g around me 1s metal. Thus. I am essen-

. .,.. t'i'ii"!'l.y worki1,·0 •,ft "c1- li.~ tning rod. ,--.,.. 
~ .. '?'{:-?;F::,:---,.. ,~· 

·"""""" Even ,\l/~ ~lai11cii"Svea·t~~:thc1:c arc plenty of downsides to working at the gas station. For example. a big concern is 
. son)·e'fi'ffti'irivrfigoffwitl'ltl-h"t( tump still in the car. I once had a customer come up and start to move forward with the 

pt'.1li'{µJ1; tli'e 7:.-;';,.{rh'ai,id.'.i'lly. the pump fell out of the gas tank because if it hadn't. the pump would have broken and 
gas _would, h~{v'e'\ tartcd to spill out. Another cl,rnger is cigarettes. There is ,1 surprising ,1mount of people who show up 

.,s!rnik1i1g. Most of the t1111e they will put them out but some people don't. It 1s obvious why smokmg at ,l g,1s st-1t1on 1s 
dangerous. If the cigarette flames gl't anywhere near the gas. the whole station could blow up. People could be killed and 
the building destroyed due to someone's idiocy. 

Working at the gas station isn·t all that bad though as there arc a few benefits to the job. Onl' of the biggest is working 
the weekends since the gas station tends to be very slow. Through my experiences. people tend to get gas at the begin
ning or the end of the work week. Also. on the weekends. people tend to drive shorter distances which enables them to 
use less gas. It is even slower during the summer as people go away fill' the weekend. These are only some of the reasons 
why working weekends is ideal. 

Even though working during bad weather sucks. it tends to he less busy. This applies more to snow as it is harder to drive 
in due to the roads being covered. One morning. I worked in five inches of snow and no one came fill' al · 

')()'):l 

1:111<' ( '.olt \ ii"' 

most two hours due to the roads being un drivable. My boss had to come and plow the station so people 
could enter and get gas. This experience enabled me to relax and make some easy money. 

All in all. the gas station has its upsides and downsides. In the encl. it all comes down to whether you 
can handle extreme weather and working in it. If you think you can~ nd need a Job. working there might 
suit you. However. if you can't. I would recommend looking elsewhere for employment. 
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I remember two days before Halloween , 
I went to the mall and saw Christmas 
decorations hung up. I was shocked and 
honestly a little annoyed. This happens 
every year, people forget about Hallow
een and Thanksgiving and go straight 

. . .. s.·.1~:.;;1~ ~ 
l.-:. _.,_ ~ ·"' <f·}, ~. ··~•.: , ' .. . •... '--~ ~. . ,, ... ~1- · '1 • . ,; • • ' I • .... ... , •• @I .. • 'A -• 
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begi n with, because trauma I've dealt with over the 
years of seeing my parents struggle with money. So, 
I've never enjoyed it , and I can imagine so many other 
people struggling with the same problem. I mean 
we're so excited for Halloween and Thanksg1v111g, our to Chris tmas. . . •1 - • ' , .... · : ~ · JOY 1s st npped nght out ofus when people start to 
celebrating Christmas when it's not even their turn . ~ ·r- 1~-:c·. ;( :;1•~-~\ 

... :~-• · . ·· .·-:. i.·... • It makes you feel sad when you can't afford a tree 
#,: ~ .~ff-~· . ~,i~~ ' l • A If .I ~ ~ . :• • ~ ~ 'lll or some decorations, those things people say that 
~,,., ~ t. .·• • • • , 1~ get you into the holiday spirit. And how about 
,. .. • • ~- ~ ·-~ ~ · •. ~·· ·., when you see Target commercials about all the 
.~ _' ,J:;.> ·•~ •, • ~ . ? things_you can get your family that's on their 

Then you start to see commercials 
about Christmas. like buying presents 
or lifetime seasonal movies. Christ
mas has become so commercialized. 
it's not even about spending time 
with your family anymore. It's all 
about what"s under the Christmas 
tree. And honestly. I'm fed up with 
the holiday. 

• ;" . · , • • , : · 'II. • l - wish 11 st. Why does Chnstmas even have to be 
••. . : •. · ... ,7-· :_ ":•e.' · .• · ·\ about giving gifts. I don' t think anyone should get 

r r ..J.f • • ·i.!. • ,{ ,·!.: ..,,: , , gifts. It should be strictly about family time and .-t . •: lV:'), · ·· • • •' ~ ~ .•i:J,. •."' . : having a nice dinner together. I never really liked Christmas to 

,. 
' -. .. 

._.. , .... 
\ ,.·~,~-=-f -:•:,.:~ . I ~. . :\ . ,• . . . ' ' . ., · .. , ...•.. ,. . 

. _,_, ~-.!; ., .. . .• iJ,,. ., .. , • 
I .. • "' 

•' h.~ .. , ,r • ::: .~ \ ·· .• ~; t 
~ . ; i., . ; , :./ ~ . : - --•• ,. My favorite holtday 1s Halloween because 1t 

;f: : : • .,. -~: -~ _if;.,,.) "·~ • : i e .. ·. brings people together with money not being 
;. 1\1_~\· , -~. • . -9~• : '9" cl~:, · ,!:r,. mvolved only 1f you want to. You could have J.~,.,_ . . • t>'- •~• · - ,..~ • • -.--. a sca ry movie 111 ght with your friends and 

'iit• •-"' ..., " ·• u , ' ' 1· ·1 Id A' :. .• ~ , • ·,-_:- , • • ~ am1 y, cou make your Halloween costume 
· .Air · . T1, • ! . :• _..-"'~ · ... ;: . .. out of the things you have at home, go to a 
"'1'. .•• ::JI! _ ·- · ... . . ~-.. •.. Halloween party, and go to a haunted house. 

• ,, . •·• •• .--.... These things make you spend time with ... . .;,-. · ... 
• ~ · people and wi ll cost you nothing, to a 

couple bucks. It's the best time of the 
year! 
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NORTH 
By Cassandra Maisonet 

BRUNS 

Off Route 1 there is a classic American tery called Omega Diner. The diner i 
and dinners are just as satisfying. Omega Diner h variety of breakfast me 

waffles, coffee beverages and a vast array of sweet an savo y sides. Besides 
specialty sandwiches, wraps, paninis ancl Italian sodas. ecor · set up for upc 

Don't forget to purchas a delectable desse the payment cou:n 

ICK 

The North Brunswick Community Par can hold nwnerous activities all at e. This large stretch ofl!lild is the ho e o sports an . 
relaxation. You can enjoy playing recreational games, go for a run or host a pi c here. The open fields will welcome you t play us 
about any sport and unwind with friends. There is also a children's playground and a dog ~ The park commonly hosts c mm: · 
ty events that liven up the spirit. If you are looking to have lunch in nature, this park will be an ideal ot. You can find several · c . 

tables around the park, and ertjoy the bright skies while having a bite. 

What is also to be noted in North Brunswick is the people. The diversity of North Brunswick is remarkable. There is an abundance of 
local businesses run by people of color. You can find yourself ertjoying authentic food cooked by people who are 
passionate about their cultures. There are clothing stores and supermarkets cat d to specific needs. There are 

also heritage festivals and events held for everyone to ertjoy. If you have a religious affiliation, there are numerous 
religious communities that are tighHcnit yet easy to b~accepted · The tolerallf, lifestyle of North Brunswick pro
vi e --openness to everyone. The people of orth Brunswick set e vibe for e · gels in the town. Ameri-

can goalkeeper and North Brunswick's pri e, Tim Howard, had flwnble eginrungs in this town and never forgo 
wh e he came from. In a community like North Brunswick, you won't orget this town eith r. 

> 
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SOUTH 
By Amanda Clark 

ICK 
to differentiate it from other 
in town. If you were to drive 

~ town is unique. However, 
ol'•the garden state" starts to 

You'll want to make sure you don't skip arm day at the gyirt'l,telg~!Wll :uno~rwr11 1 pumpKins, ()'f8l 
pumpkins and round pumpkins that all need help to carry. fll.ey always make fan astlc carv'eil. pumpkips come 
Halloween time. You get to pick them right out of the field or grab one in front of their farmer's market. If you get 
one in front of the market,make sure to head in to grab yourself the town's bes apple cider donuts with a glass of 
apple cider. The farmers market has more than you can imagine, from local honey,jams,jellies, handmade soaps 

and lotions, fruit, vegetables, homegrown grass-fed beef and delicious freshly baked pies. Von Thun Farms has every
thing you need to stock your house with fresh Jersey food. 

If Von Thun Farms is too far on the other side of town, and you want a closer market for all the fresh food, head 
over to A&C Farmers Market offNJ-27. No matter the time or day of the week, this market will never let you down 
by providing fresh fruit, vegetables, flowers and drinks. Plus, the owners love to decorate for each holiday, as when 
you walk in, it's as if you walked through a portal to the holiday's birthplace. If you thought fresh products and a 

decorated store couldn't get oetter, you thought wrong. The owners are always extremely kind and always help you 
out if needed. 

A&C Farmers Market sells stunning flower bouquets, but ~ you're someone who is looking to plant a breathtaking 
garden, head over to Georges Road to visit Crossroads Nursery & Gard.en Center. Crossroads Nursery is family-owned, 

providing everything you need to turn your landscape into a masterpiece. Crossroads Nursery has everything you 
can think of, from expertise in landscape construction, an abundance of plants, a huge variety of stones, pavers, 
mulch, and not to mention the staff treats you like family. There are always vibrant flowers, trees, and shrubs on 

display for you to choose from, and a Christmas tree wholesale lot come the holiday season. 

If you're a busy person, then Crossroads Nursery & Garden Center offers numerous landscaping services to leave 
ybur lawn exquisite. There are planting services, masonry work, ponds, grading and leveling, landscaping beds, land
scaping lighting and removing trees or shrubs. The Crossroads Nursery family puts all of their hard work and details 

into everything they do for you to receive the best care possible. You can have patios, walkways, driveways, steps, 
light columns, tiny or large ponds with waterfalls, stoning and,nrulch put in for your needs to be finished. 

South Brunswick Township connects to the residents to bring them the Garden State right to their 
front door. Whether you want a few fresh products or you want to redo your lawn, this town has 

everything you'll want. Make sure you leave plenty of room in your stomach for the Jersey-grqwn fresh 
produce. 

2022 
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By Simran Belani 

A melting pot. A · ed bowl. There truly is no other way to describe the home of a myriad of cultures and back
grounds -- Edison. Fro Little India that is Oak Tree Road, to temples and churches that represent all religions, 
and parades celebratin nicity -- Edison does not lack diversity. Although Edison is no city that never sleeps 

(the nightlife is quite"non ·stem), it has its own features that make it quite enjoyable and allow me to feel 
( \ proud when calling it my hometown. 

I would say Edison-is most J own for being a tight-knit town. Although Edison is the fifth largest municipality 
in New Jersey, it is not hard for anyone's voice to be heard in this town, which is something I admire deeply. 

The Township Council, Board of Education, the Police Department, and other departments all make themselves 
available to the public regularly - even outside of the workplace. Elected officials and other authorities, canvas 
and go door to door to make themselves known, and even host events such as Coffee with a Cop, to reach out 

and show their support to the community. Residents and officials work together to sustain harmony amongst the 
community. 

The Edison Township was named after Thomas Alva Edison, who is famous for his co 

·san also has a vast variety of arks;one of the better-known ones is Roosevelt Park by e 
park is a great place to just walk, get some fresh air, and enjoy time by the 8-acre Roosevelt Park Lake. Here, there 
are always events being held including walks and runs for foundations, cultural picnics, and even "Plays- in-the
Park" located at the park theater- Stephen J. Capestro Theater. In the wintertime, the site also offers ice skating. 
One can grab hot chocolate and food and enjoy their time on the ice rink. My personal favorite activity is the 

occasional free concerts that bring the community together to enjoy music, food and fun. There is nothing that 
compares singing along and enjoying the fresh air with friends and family right in your hometown. 

Roosevelt Park, however, is not the only open space in Edison. There are more than 10 parks in our town, al
.none as large as Roosevelt Park, and are constant1y being improved. Regular community clean-ups are 

the beauty of the town - something that residen ts care deeply about. That's another thing to 
·tment residents have to the town. We are constantly looking for ways to improve in all 

e. All residents of our town value the appearance and cleanliness of our town in 
addition to the inner workings. 

factor that makes Edison as great as it is. The community 
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· terally everything. Here in Edison, we take care of our 
town a harmonious living space for all. 
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SPOTS 00D 
By Gabrielle Ignoti 

There is nothing marking the various entrances into the town. In most areas, there is no sign signifying the movement across 
town lines. As a result, many people, even some town residents, don't know where other towns end and where Spotswood begins. 

With a town area of only 2 miles, it's common to refer t e small municipality as being "less than a mile long." Compared to 
sprawling suburbs like East Bruns r Old Bridge, Spotswood is merely a blip on the radar. 

makes up for in good, old-fashioned, small-town character. 

Spotswood residents may no longer invite their nei hb 
neighbors and having a friendly chat is still encourag . l 
and drivers passing through will often pull over and 

retired neighbors' homes 

s in for lemonade or cookies on a Sunday afternoon, but waving to 
not unheard ofto have a conversation on opposite sides of the street, 
eir hazard lights on to join in. Every winter, younger residents trek to 
offer to shovel snow or clear driveways. 

It's common to run into at least one of these residents at any of the local eateries. 

Genam>'s Restaurant on Summerhill Road, specializing in gounnet pizza and homemade Italianfood, is a favorite ameng all 
lf,mtll8tions.fan.favorites, like the eggplant rollatini pizza and penne vocll<a pasta pizz-t are just a-few of the dishes that make this 

restaurantone..of akind. - - - - - -
---

tbeMabi- --.-- - ~ - - -=-~ jven up clispllting whether the property is actually 

or East Brunswla. Google Maps claims the 1aUer, but JllDltnaidentBIWar' that the.._ Stieet Diner is a 
'Ibe iconic red and white sign. wood-pane)ed walls and paislef bootbl ba-ve become synonymous with home-

cooked brunch and comfort food. 

-l'he M1l'in Street Diner is really nice. 'Ibey have good home fries, and the waitstaff is al really polite: Spotswood resident, 
Virginia Nason, said. 

residents head to the Main Street Diner for brunch on Sundays after church servi Spotswood is home to flve churches 
despite its small si7.e. 

One of these churches, Saint Peter"s Episc:opal Church on Main Street, publicly celebrated their 260th anniversary in 2016. 'Ille 
church is proud to be known as one of the oldest continuously operating churches in New Jersey. Saint Peter's hosts a popular 
town event, Wednesday Night Suppers, where church patrons, town residents and anyone in need of a wann meal gather for 

dinner. 

The Spotswood Reformed Church on Main Streetis also a familiar be con. This churc · well known among residents for its work 
in a hurricane relief program and its donation dfives fo the-nearby.~ce's CUP Food Pantry. 

The Church of the Immaculate,deemedjust"Immaculate"by neighbors,amazes residents and patrons every winter with their 
Christmas decorations, which includes a full-size nativity scene. 

Spotswood resident, Connor Jaedicke, said "They [the churches] are very historical. I've worked on some areas nearby, and they're 
always being improved." 

Spotswood is also home to idyllic tennis courts and wooded areas directly off Summerhill Road. This area also hosts a picturesque
monument to veterans, including a painted sign, a constellation of flagpoles, a small fountain and wooden benches. Local students 

and residents of all ages often patrol the area, watching any tennis games that may occur and enjoying the nearby activity from 
Summerhill Road and Main Street. 

"People like to take pictures by the monument. It's really pretty," Spotswood resident, Emily Michaels, said. 

It's comforting to know that Spotswood keeps the small-town spirit alive with its friendly residents, small local 
restaurants, historical churches and scenic areas. 
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Piscataway, New Jersey was founded in 
1666, a place that 57,000 people call home. 

Piscataway is a town with a variety of 
activities and places to visit. Near Lakeview 
A enue, there is New Market Pond Park. It 
is an area that people usually go to just to 
settle and relax, for pictures, picnics and 

fishing. It has a very calm atmosphere and 
it tends to be regularly b 

Saturdays were also very busy for Pisca
taway township as the Rutgers Football 
program-usuaJ,ly ended up h .vmg their 

pmes there. The stadiwn usea to be called 
High Pojnt Solutions stadium but J;'ecently 

itioned to SHI st.ailium. M y great 
memories have Deen made in tliat stadi

um er the years. Also, the team has een , 
making many improvements, so e eet a 
lot of great football to come on over the 
years. The traffic by Ri Road en route 

to the games also gets jammed up a lot, so 
getting there earlier should be a priority. 

Just outside of SHI stadium lies Johnson 
Park. This park is one of the more popular 
parks in the area, which is used for many 
events. Most of the time I attended John
son Park, there were cookouts that were 
being hosted. It is a massive area and a 

great tourist attraction, as there are plenty 
of animals that you can see at the zoo. 

T~"Middle ex Mall i one of the older 
I! s of Piscataway. It oorders South 

Plaiiifteld and has a lot of stores and recre- ' 
ational places in the . An extensi ~ list 
comes tQ mind, Kohl' , GameStop, Chipotle, 

Chick-Fil-A, Taco Be , Burlington, ~t, 
Regal Hadley Theater, Dick's Sparling 

Goods, Esporta Fitness, Planet Fitn ss and 
so much more. These places are the re 

' 

\' 
As far as school goes, Piscataway has two 
high schools. The main Piscataway Hi 

School and there is a Piscataway Vo- ech. 
Ru gers als has s b-camp - · led the 

Busch carrtpu in Pisca 

Overajl, Piscatawa 
is an excellent place 
t s.tay. I wouldn't say 
it's a great place for 
vacation, but a little 
stay would have you 
in for a good time. 

··92 
March 







Pharmacy 
ByTatwa Vaidya 

Owner 
For 15 years, Anil Datwani has been running the Ar-Ex Pharmacy 
in Fords, New Jersey. He is the fifth owner of this pharmacy, which 

has been serving patients since 1950. 

Before owning this pharmacy, he worked as a pharmacy techni-
cian, and he was a pharmaceutical major in college. 

"My first job was at Burger King, and I was declared as the em
ployee of the month after my second month of working there. 
Soon, I became the manager of the store. From that, I came to 

know that I have qualities of hardworking and leadership," said 
Anil. 

Anil said, "Medicine is my passion, and I wanted to make my 
career in that." 

This year, COVID-19 became a threat to every country. In early 
March, Gov. Phil Murphy announced a stay at home order and de
clared New Jersey's public health emergency. Anil has never faced 

a situation like this before in the 15 years of owning the phar
macy. It was difficult for him to handle his pharmacy during the 

time of lockdown and when every nonessential business was shut 
down. We conducted the interview in his office; I was nervous 

because my boss and I were taking his interview, but Anil made 
me feel comfortable during the interview. 

Anil said, "There were a lot of an 
the closing of small nonessen · 
have to do crowd control by tfi 

curbside p1 

He started telling me the stories of the customers complaining 
about coming inside the store to shop. I also started thinking 

about the same thing, as I was working on those days. He shared 
a couple of stories, and we both had a pleasant smile on our faces, 

as we both knew that the customers were making a big deal 
about almost nothing. 

"We decided to do curbside pickup for their (customer) and our 
safety purposes only," he said. 
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He explained how busy the pharmacy was, 
but the business was no oing well. He had 
cut down his regular ho opened the 
pharmacy for just 9 hours hours 

on the weekends. There was 
inventories. Due to curbside pie 

ness/profit that he was receiving over the counter was zero. 

He said, "I was also struggling wealth wise. I had to pay payroll 
to my employees and also try to pay my suppliers. I was getting 

items like PPE (personal protective equipment) and plexiglass for 
safety purposes which cost me more money." 

On the other side, sales were going low as the patients were not 
going to the doctor and getting enough prescriptions filled. 

He said, "There was a significant drop in our business, as people 
were scared to buy or even touch the products. Daily things like 

newspapers, lottery tickets and milk selling counts were zero, and 
there was fear of getting this virus by buying this product in our 

customers." 

Lastly, he proudly said that the employees working at the pharma
cy with me during that time worked as they were working in their 
own store, not as employees. They all worked every day for eight 
to nine hours straight without any breaks and tried to serve our 

community with the best service. 

At last, he gave the information knowing about this virus spread 
throughout this country. Since January, he knew that this virus 

would be a big problem, as he was constantly looking at the num-
ber of cases that were increasing in China. 

He said, "I believe that the spreading of this virus happened after 
the Chinese New Year, as millions of Chinese tourists visited New 
York City at that time, and it became an epicenter for spreading 

this virus in America." 

concluded, there was a moment of silence in 
both started thinking about this deadly virus. We 

and hoped that America and the rest of the world 
would be in a better place soon. 



O'Sullivan 
"Writing is like my refuge," said Brian 

O'Sullivan, a successful self-pub-
lished author from the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Being underrepresented as a Holly
wood screenwriter did not stop O'Sullivan 
from leaving his mark on the world. 

He was a college student at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, unsure of what ca
reer path he wanted to pursue and facing a slight 
distraction from the endless options of entertain
ment within the city. 

Brian said, "I often think, what if I started writ
ing novels then? I am in my 40s now and I could 
have 30 novels if I really started at 21." 

As a college student myself, I found that having 
the passion to write is on an odd level with having 
the discipline to commit, especially through some
thing so tedious as writing a book. Self-publishing 
is a reachable goal for college students or anyone 
who wants to get their voice out. 

O'Sullivan's failure to sell his screenplays did not 
discourage him from finding a way to do what he 
loves. 

He said, "I was probably one of a million. We had 
local bars we would go to and the waiters, wait
resses and the bartenders were all either trying to 
become actors or had written something." 

"So, I decided to write a novel knowing that, you 
know, people buy novels. People don't buy screen
plays. You have to get hired by a production compa-
ny, Hollywood. There's a long, long process. And so I 
started writing my first book about seven or eight 
years ago. I finished it, but I didn't think it was 
quite good enough," said Brian. 

O'Sullivan said he never published his first 
book, but his political disposition during the 2016 presiden
tial campaign was a successful idea for a novel. 

O'Sullivan said, "When Trump started running, I start
ed writing a novel and it kind of just went the way of 
becoming a political novel and stuff. I finished that one in 
2016, and it was released then." 

"The Puppeteer," is a political thriller about Frankie and 
Evie, two down-to-earth young adults, who, on a search to 
uncover a mystery, stumble across the dark side of politics, 
murder and mayhem. It was the start to O'Sullivan's suspense
ful novels, as his second novel, "The Patsy" was a sequel with 

the same hair-raising vibrato. 

I 

He became his own publisher on Amazon, after a long battle 
to find a literary agent. 

O'Sullivan has a following of almost 100,000 followers on 
Twitter, and when I received a message from him promoting a 
book that would read, I felt pretty good that he at least read 
my Twitter bio to come to this conclusion. 

"When I decided to self-publish, I knew that I was going to 
have to be my own marketer and promoter. I mean, I send 
out probably 200 of those direct messages a day with links to 
the novel. I've got like so ads right now through Amazon that 
if you go to Amazon, you're looking for books that are 
similar to mine. I have to pay per click, and then 
if people click on it and buy, I get paid; said 
O'Sullivan. 

Be- coming a self-published 
author was a challenge 

for O'Sullivan, but knowing 
what his goals were led him 

to succeed in this competitive 
atmosphere. 

O'Sullivan said, "It's almost 
like running a full-on business. 
It's not just writing. So in that 
regard, I wish I had a publisher, 

but unless you're like Christian 
or Stephen King it is tough to get 

a publisher these days. and they 
actually take a high percentage. I get 

70% of every sale from Amazon. You get like 
10% of every sale if you have a publisher. Now, they 
can get you in The New York Times, at the front of 
Barnes and Noble and stuff. There are obviously 
advantages, but just per sale and stuff, you make 
more publishing." 

His determination showed through his five-star 
thriller novels on Amazon. 

"Now, I am about to finish up my fifth novel 
and I'm pretty successful for a self-published 

author. I'm not Stephen King, I'm 
not John Grisham ... but there's a 
million different ways to adver
tise for a first published author 
these days, obviously. Follow 
me on Twitter, and I have a big 
following," he said. 
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9111 
By Amanda Clark 

Recollection 
Robert Hoffman worked at Thomson Reuters Corporation in New 
York during 2001, right across from the World Trade Center's Twin 
Towers. 

Living in New Jersey, Hoffman would travel on the NJ Transit then 
transfer onto the PATH to get to his office. 

Sept. 11, the PATH Hoffman took got diverted north of the World 
Financial Center without any reason why. 

When the PATH doors opened, a guy came running and screamed, 
"Everybody get out! They hit the towers!" This announcement 
caused everyone who got off the PATH to look up and see the 
World Trade Center's North Tower smoking. 

At first, Hoffman didn't realize what happened, so he started 
walking toward his office until he saw the second plane hit the 
World Trade Center's South Tower. At this moment, he knew they 
were under attack. 

"A lot goes through your mind when you see something like this, 
especially since I previously worked at the South Tower. A part of 
you wants to leave and take safety, and then another part of you 
wants to help where you can," said Hoffman. 

Hoffman and some other civilians were scrambling to see what 
they could do to help. It wasn't until they talked to a fireman did 
they realize most of them were in the way and needed to let the 
professionals do their job. 

Once they started walking away to let the firemen rescue people, 
the South Tower came down. A huge plume of smoke came down 
the street that looked like an Egyptian biblical sandstorm. 

Hoffman had friends in the city who owned a catering company. 
On his way there, most of the streets became empty and remind
ed him of a post-apocalyptic movie. Everything was grey with ash. 
People were in a rush to get inside where it would be safe from 
the smoke. On his way to the catering company, Hoffman tripped 
over a person's shoe that was left on the street. 

While being outside, Hoffman saw peopl ·umping of the 
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towers to die rather than burn to death. 

After a while, Hoffman made his way up north to the Hudson 
Street satellite office who kept people there to be safe. Because of 
the attack, most cell towers were down, so he borrowed someone's 
cell phone to call his wife. 

The satellite office fed everybody inside and gave them water 
while New York was shut down. The tunnels, subway and trains 
were all down to prevent anyone from traveling. No one knew if 
that was going to be the last attack or not, so Hoffman had to wait 
for New York to reopen before being able to go home. 

Once the city reopened, Hoffman took a subway to New York Penn 
train station to get back to his family. It was such a traumatic day; 
no one cared if people had train tickets or not. They just let him 
on the train to get out of the city. Once he was back in New Jersey, 
Hoffman shared a cab with four people to get to where he parked 
his car. 

"Once I got back to New Jersey, there were kids playing in parks as 
if nothing happened. Not a lot of people worked in the city and 
everything seemed normal back here." 

Hoffman still had ash, soot and dust in the clothes he was wear
ing. 

His entire company was off the next day, but when he finally went 
back into the city, there was an enormous pile of pieces from the 
tower. When Hoffman went into his office to get his laptop, the 
windows were smashed and the office was covered in soot. 

"It destroyed a lot of things aside from the city I love; it destroyed 
a sense of security, a lot was taken away from that day. I have a 
burnt piece of paper from that day to remember the people we 
lost," Hoffman said. 

His company lost 10 people - some were in their location in the 
tower and some were on the plane that got hijacked. Hoffman is 
still on anxiety medications because of PTSD from that day. 



Civil 
By Shakera Blakney 

Rights 
Dr. Penelope Lattimer finished high school in Red Bank, NJ, 

just in time for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to become law. 
Dr. Lattimer was 13-years-old when the Civil Rights Move

ment was in full swing in 1960, a 16-year-old senior in high 
school when the March on Washington occurred and graduated 
high school about a month before the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
was signed. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed that July. 

She looked like the perfect student as she sat behind her 
desk with her hands folded in front of her on her desk and her 
back straight. Her posture gave insight to what kind of student 
she was. She obtained her B.A. in French and M.A. in Student 
Personnel Services from Montclair State. 

Her firstjob was as an Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) 
counselor at Montclair State University in 1967. She became 
the Assistant Director of EOF for two years at Georgian Court 
University. There, she was counselor to 10 Black girls and eventu
ally Dr. Lattimer became the counselor to all 12 Black students 
at 20-years-old. 

In 1968, student uprisings on college campuses made its way 
to New Jersey. "The campuses, they had to go through an 
adjustment because most of these campuses, Montclair 
included, and certainly Georgian Court, are the ones 
I knew the best, they had never had so many stu
dents of color on campus. And so, both sides had 
to adjust," she said. "In places like Montclair, you 
had a little more aggression going on where there 
was a challenge to establish Black Student Unions. 
That was pretty normal across the United States, 
this emphasis on wanting Black Student Unions, 
wanting to have more Black professors, more Black 
dorms, more Black floors in dormitories, those kinds 
of challenges. Also, of course, this is the time when 
Black students at Rutgers, Montclair, and all the state 
schools for sure, and places like Georgian Court, 
were asking for Black literature. This is 
the time where Nikki Giovanni, Toni 
Cade Bambara, Sonia Sanchez, 
these women in particular, and 
others were gaining promi
nence," said Penelope. 

Black students wanted to 
study Black literature. She 
listed names like Richard 

Wright, Langston Hughes, and turned to her bookcase, which 
looked like it couldn't fit one more book and gave the name 
Ralph Ellison. She said she encourages Black students to be 
more willing to study a world language. 

"It makes you so much more marketable, and it makes you 
more sensitive when you're studying another group's culture 
and language," said Penelope. 

Her parents were active members in their local branch of the 
NAACP chapter and her mother, also an educator, made sure 
Penelope and her siblings understood what was happening. "My 
mother (who taught American History and Civics) REQUIRED 
my brother and myself to read the daily newspaper reports as 
well as historical accounts and biographies of the leaders of the 
Movement - people such as Bayard Rustin, John Hope Franklin, 
Samuel DeWitt Proctor, Shirley Chisholm and others .. . more 
than simply reading about Martin Luther King, Jr." 

Dr. Lattimer received her Ph.D. in Education from Union 
Graduate School in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1975 at the age of 25. 
In 197 4, she designed and was the first director of the Gibbons 

School, a demonstration high school, at Rutgers University. 
Today, she's a retired educator and is currently the 

president of the board for George Street Playhouse, 
a professional, regional theater in New Bruns
wick, New Jersey. She's currently working on 
promoting Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
within the organization. 

Penelope sat at her desk and reflected on 
her experiences. "The Civil Rights Era, as we see 

from the tributes to current events, was a time 
of awakening to our nation, and of a time when 

new legislation was adopted in order to address 
inequities in our society, and unfortunately those 
inequities required renewed attention today 

~ because we see where we did not complete 
the task. Our society still struggles with 

accepting diversity and inclusion of 
people of color as decision-makers 

in their own lives and the legisla
tive records that impact on the 

lives of all Americans." 
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as a great experience, butit was not successful. We found that 
ody who attended it [and] triea t ved it, but it was that 

hurdle of gettihg<people to tty something difJerent and not go to 
~ te'.:ii5bs :'~~c::.._;~y-~-A1 e park ," sbbetta said regarding his expefience at the Disney 

Scibetta pointed out that..th~Ir nstitute was not what i is 
today. It was a re,sort t was ed into a achi~facility for 

guests. 'lbe idea was that they would have cl s dunng the day: 
cooking classes, animation classes, history of animation classes, all 
different classes that a guest can take ( •.. ) and at night, Disn was 

going to have performances of some sort.• 

Scibetta and his wife originally ma.ved to Florida on August 1, 
1993, due to his job transferring , from · on, New Jersey, 

to Odando. 'lbe couple rented a ouse just five · es away from 
Disn~ 

they . ect•so e o Disney] that when 
at night, [th~] C hear the.traw whistle 
[and] the fireworks." 
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Institute. 

Du,ring o interview, Scibetta went on to illustrate how the 
titute would be so empty during their evening performances 

that he WQuld bring in his family members to fill seats. The fewer 
peopl that would come1 the fewer hours cast members were 

offered to work. . 
In December of 1998, Seib tta was offered another part-time job 

at Disney as a host at Yac tsman Steakhouse. He worked both 
part.time jobs and his full-time job simultaneously up until the 
Disney Institute eventually closed its doors. His fellow cast mem

bers from the institute end d up working in Epcot as "people who 
hold the flashlights." 

Lucky for Scibetta, the manager at the Yachtsman Ste ouse 
helped him work · s way up the ranks at the restaurant and kept 
him working there or eight years. However, Scibetta's hours start-

ed being reduced as aresult of the effects elated to 9/11. 

"I worked that night, and I worked that following weekend, and 
of course, there were a lot of people in Florida at couldn't get 
back home because the planes weren't tlying. . . . Basically, after 

that weekend,.bEUliJSe I was part•time,1 no er got any hours," 
Scibetta recouQted. 



He said, "I was going crazy. I was at home missing Disney. I would 
call and say, 'You're sure you don't need me this weekend?'" 

Fast-forward to the weekend after Thanksgiving in 2001, Sciebtta's 
daughter, also a Disney cast member who worked as a coordinator 

at Wilderness Lodge, calls her dad midafternoon: 

"Dad, what are you doing? I need a big favor. I need you to come 
in and drive a fireworks cruise.( .. . ) They're easy to do. It's a pon

toon boat. They're very easy to drive. Can you help me out?" 

Scibetta was taught how to drive the pontoon boat really quickly. 
He then took his assigned family out for their Magic Kingdom 

fireworks cruise and discovered that he really enjoyed doing it. He 
loved it so much that he had his daughter J)U;t his name on the 

list of people who could do the. cruises when needed. 

He did fireworks cruises on-and-off for a while, and after about 
eight months o learning his ways, he began trainirjg ;mother 

cast member, wru,. E to do the cruises for the ag_ic 
Ki om ftreW'Oib out o d ss Loag . 

The cast member he was training recpgni7.ed how well Scibetta 
ran his cruises. Consequently, the cast member from the other 

par offered Scibetta a position driving another boat for guests to 
see Epcot's fireworks show. '1lluminations.• 

tta mentioned excitedly, "I was doing orks cruises for 
e agic King om, [cruises] for Epcot's 'Illuminations', and work: 

ing [ Yac tsman Steakhouse all at'the~e time, and having a 
blast doing · " 

even "1 Scibetta en up hisjob the Yachtsman 
~r?.1'.;:.-:_teakhouse. Shortly after, he Mad another jt)b offer, this one a 

bigger deal than all the rest prior to this request: "Hey Mike, how 
omd you like to learn ow to driye 'Breathl s?' 

"There came a point in time where I was the driver of [Breathless) 
every Sunday. I had it from 2 o'clock to 10:30 at night. I had an 

eight-hour shift, and it was heaven," expressed Scibetta. 

Scibetta also mentioned that he was one of the few people who 
got to drive Breathless and Breathless II. 

Unfortunately, it was during all these promotions as a part-time 
worker at Disney World that Scibetta was laid off from his full
time job of 32 years. He said it was a horrible time in his life; he 
lost his full-time job right before Thanksgiving and continued to 

be unemployed in a full-time job come Christmas time. 

Scibetta recalled, "I said to my wife, 'Don't worry, honey. I've been 
in the industry for 32 years. I shouldn't have a problem finding 

another job.' Boy, was I wrong; it was a whole different world. ( .. . ) 
Back in the day, whenever you would look for a job, you open up 
the newspaper and circled a few things. You made a few phone 
calls, you took a few interviews, and you were working the fol-

lowing weel<. In this day and age, everything's online, and no one 
wants to talk to you. You don't get the opportunity to go face-to

face or even talk to anybody. It's horrible." 

Long story short,Scibetta worked his way up the ranks in his full 
time Disney job as well.He recently retired from working in Club 
Level Concierge at Disne s Boardwalk Inn on this special date: 

the anniversary ofcfue Magic Kingdom and Epcot Center. 

Scibetta said, "[Disney is] a great place to work, except you basi
cally have to start at the bottom.( .. . ) If you stick around and work 

hard to move up, you will succeed." 



Sketches 
By Gabrielle Ignotis 

"I always had an interest in sketching and drawing things," Madelene Hatt, born Madelene Milo, begins, settling more comfortably on 
the chocolate-colored leather coach in the center of the room, "In junior high school, they made me do all the backgrounds for the 

plays." 

Surrounded by replications of renaissance paintings, dark wood, muted hardcover books, ornate picture frames and intricately pat
terned furniture, Hatt does not look out of place amid the baroque decor. Her neat bob, pressed clothes and streamlined posture fit in 

well with the environment and with her carefully cultivated image as a cultured and intelligent member of the fashion industry. 

"I started doing sketching of (things) from the New York Times. They used to have charcoal and pen and ink fashion models, all with 
beautiful poses and beautiful clothes back in the day. So, I started duplicating theirs," Hatt says, a smile gracing her face as she recalls 

the illustrations she loved so dearly. 

Growing up in Brooklyn in the 1950s, Hatt attended public school for the first decade of her life. When she reached high school, she 
applied and was accepted to the Art and Design High School. Even though this event occurred almost 50 years ago, Hatt still recounts 

the memory of her acceptance with a tinge of pride. 

After a promising career at the Art and Design High School, Hatt decided to apply to the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT). Her 
work was promising enough for her to secure both an acceptance and a scholarship to the prestigious school. 

"FIT, at that point, was academics first," Hatt revealed, "And then art classes. I had textile design, some architectural classes, teaching us 
how to use a slide rule, which is absolutely obsolete now." 

Hatt smirks conspiratorially after the last part of her statement, almost as if we are sharing a secret about how much the world has 
changed since her time in college. 

"I took fashion illustration, which was the sketching of the fashion models. Then I took textile design because that was related to 
fashion design versus fashion illustration. I took draping classes and stuff. So, they taught you how to make a pattern . ... They taught you 
then, from that, how to make your muslin master plan, up from the paper pattern to the muslin. And then you use that on those man
nequins," Hatt explains, "At the end of whatever that class was, your teacher would come in, and they would check your original design, 
like what did you want to do? I made a cape that would be [made] of, let's say, a tweed with suede trim. Whatever the design was, they 

would compare it and how you made it reality." 

Hatt said that after her stint at FIT, she planned to become a designer. 

"I took my sketches and made my portfolio, what my ideas were, and I pounded the street, which was Manhattan's 14 or seven Broad
way 1411. Those big buildings had all of the major companies that mass-produced clothing, you know like Levi's,"Hatt states,"! would 

walk in and meet the people that were involved in the designing sector .. . I would show them my designs or whatever, and some people 
would want to buy this concept from me." 

Eventually, Hatt left designing and became an assistant to a buyer within the industry. She worked with Peck & Peck, a company like 
Sacs Fifth Avenue. 

"I would make the appointments with the houses that she [the buyer] would go to. And now I was on the other side [of the industry]. 
Basically, the buyer and assistant would go to, let's say Ellen Tracy or whatever. And we walk in, and they would sit us down, and they 

would show us the designs, that maybe originally I had brought them, and that they were interpreted," Hatt explains. 

"The buyer that I was with . .. she would explain a lot of things to me like, 'This is very beautiful but I don't think we could sell it. . . but 
this is a knockoff of that, and it has less detail and a little less labor, so this is less money. Let's buy 100 of these and put one or two in 

the top stores to see how they go. And if it goes, we'll order more of them.' And that's how I learned that procedure," she says. 
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Hatt later became a buyer in her own right. Upon announcing this proudly, Hatt rises from the sofa and 
heads toward a desk in the adjoining room. She searches for the article written about her promotion in Peck 

& Peck's newspaper, "Women's Wear Daily". 
Although she doesn't find it, we end up perusing photographs from her various vacations, family events and 

adventures. Hatt grins and laughs as she scrutinizes the faded prints that depict her unique life. 



Natasha 
By Adonis Jones 

It was Oct 28, 2004 on an early Wednesday morning. Natasha Pitt was awakened by a sharp pain in her stom
ach that felt like someone was pinching her. She sat on the edge of the bed, grabbing her enlarged stomach, 

perplexed. Her baby wasn't due for another three weeks. She informed her husband of the pain, and he told her 
to take some pain medication in hopes it would relieve her pain. After taking some pain medication, the pain 

subsided as Natasha hopped out of bed en route to her routine before work. 

It was 8 a.m. when Natasha administered quizzes to her students, as she often did. As she handed the quizzes 
out, she felt more pain in her stomach that felt worse and worse. The student she was administering the quiz 

to looked at her quizzically, wondering if she was in pain. Natasha shrugged it off and walked over to her chair, 
thinking she just needed to rest. Just then, the pain intensified, and at that moment, she told one of her stu

dents to, "call the dean." The dean came to the door, and Natasha walked slowly over and said, "I need to get to 
the hospital, I'm feeling labor pains." 

One of Natasha's colleagues drove her to the hospital. When she arrived she was asked, "Do you want a wheel
chair? No, I can walk, she said." As Natasha began to walk to the elevator, her feet started to drag as the pain 
became almost unbearable. When Natasha got upstairs, she saw a friendly face. "Hi Dr. Spruiell," she said. Dr. 

Spruiell said, "Climb up on the elongated table." He examined Natasha and explained, "Where have you been? 
His leg is hanging down your birth canal. Call your husband now, you're going to have a baby." 

Natasha then called her husband and informed him of what was happening. Sean, her husband, 
was working when Natasha called him about the exciting news. He informed his boss of what 
was happening and was permitted to leave. Natasha went into labor, and at 1:25 a.m. the fol

lowing day, Tyler Pitt was born in a hospital in Queens, New York. Tyler became one of my best 
friends, and his mother has become a second mom to me. 
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Lorraine 
lh Madison Hara 

At the ripe age of 19, Lorraine Rock, found herself needing a 
sponsor for her local Girl Scout Troop. 

Bepuzzled, the young Girl Scout leader started to look for 
organizations who would be willing to offer a helping hand to the 
innocent girls so ready to learn about life. 

After searching for many days, a fellow Girl Scout leader sug
gested she check out a local organization dedicated to assisting 
veterans and soldiers of foreign wars. 

"I ended up joining the organization for the Girl Scouts," said 
Lorraine. "However, it didn't take long for me to start loving the 
fellowship." 

Lorraine was able to become a member of the government-run 
association under her father, Loren Hummell's name as he was an 
infantry soldier in War World II. 

"They only recruited people who have personally been in a 
war overseas or had a family member enlisted in one," said Lor-

raine. 
Upon joining, Lorraine started to work her way through the 

chairs, or positions, in the local organization. She quickly went 
from being a guard for the door during meetings to a trustee and 
then onto a secretary. 

Finally, in the spring of 1971, she was able to secure the coveted 
spot of president at her local post in Sayreville and was put in 
charge of a committee of 150 or more women, at the young age of 
21. Some of the duties that came with the position were visiting 
veteran hospitals, organizing events for clubs such as Girl Scouts, 
and keeping fellow members up to date on issues or affairs. 

Although it was a lot to handle, Lorraine was overjoyed know
ing she would lead her fellow members to success. 

After about a year of being in a leadership position at Sayre
ville Post 4699, she decided to give it up, but was still very active 
as a member. 



"I participated in all different kinds of services and programs 
including veteran's day, Memorial Day, and POW/MIA events the 
organization holds every year," said Lorraine. 

With the help of the organization, she has also given care pack
ages to soldiers which include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush
es, and soap. 

As she explained to me all the different programs that aid vet
erans, soldiers, and their families; I wondered if many people had 
heard about these opportunities. I know that any time I mention 
services related to veterans, nobody seems to know about them. 

"A lot of these veterans don't know a lot of this stuff is here 
for them because nobody is handing it out," said Lorraine. "I give 
pamphlets to schools to hand out to the children, and they don't 
pass them out." 

I hear the sorrow in her voice as she recollects the various 
veterans, she has encountered that did not get the respect and 
help that they deserve. It hurts to know that there are so many 
that get disregarded after coming home from battle, permanently 
scarred. I, too, have witnessed many veterans and soldiers struggle 
to make ends meet as well as get disrespected , and it is awful. 

"I think we should take care of the people who are trying to 
keep us free and do the best we can for them because soldiers 
sacrifice their lives and their homes for us," said Lorraine. 

In the year 2000, at the age of 52, Lorraine was reinstated as 
the president of the Sayreville post and spent the next ten years 
devoted to leading her members in aiding veterans and soldiers 
of foreign wars. She even inducted many members of her family, 
including her sister, children, nieces, and nephews. 

"My kids, basically, grew up in Wildwood because I went to 
the big convention the organization holds in June, every year," 
Lorraine said. 

This convention lasts about two to three days, and each post in 
New Jersey is expected to attend. At this convention, the posts can 
win prizes for categories such as top 10 presidents and best poppy 
display, which showcases the signature flower of the veterans. Lor
raine has won 20 awards in her time as a member; she even won 

first place in the top 10 presidents' category. 
In recent years, she had become the district president which 

meant she held authority over 26 different posts located through
out New Jersey. However, she has since retired from that position. 

Lorraine, being 71 this yeat; still actively attends meetings and 
participates in programs. She is still just as dedicated as when she 
first started, maybe even more. 

After she described all that she had done, with this organiza
tion, to aid the veterans and soldiers; I wondered what made her 
continue to do it. 

"I do it because my Dad was in the service and because I like 
helping the veterans in any way I can, since they sacrifice so much 
for us," said Lorraine. 

She showed me a black and white picture of her father Loren 
Hummell, at 15-years-old, dressed in his WWII uniform. She ex
plained to me that he had forged his documents to enlist early. 

As she showed me some more information on the organiza
tion, including pamphlets, program sheets, and the history of the 
association printed out; I reflected on what I had done to help 
those in need. Although I have done a few things in my life to 
aid the less fortunate; I can't say that I have devoted my life to it. 
More importantly, I cannot remember the last time I thanked a 
veteran, let alone helped one. 

Hearing Lorraine's stories about her time in the VFW Auxiliary 
and experiencing her passion for providing care to the soldiers, 
firsthand , warmed my heart. She has made so many incredible 
contributions to the veterans and soldiers of foreign wars as well 
as to their families that it almost seems unreal. She spent most 
of her life doing this and continues to help when needed; I could 
only hope to be as considerate as her in my life. 

I feel sorry that I, along with many others, have not given sol
diers and veterans the admiration they deserve. Now that I know 
I have taken them for granted; I will make more of an effort to 
show them I care. 

Thousands of men and women sacrifice their lives each day for 
our freedom, and I express my gratitude towards them. I can only 
hope that one day, every American will be able to do the same. 
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ByShakeraBlakney 

Ona 
hot July day in 2019, my family and I 
decided to take a trip to South Caro

lina to visit our relatives. My mother 
and aunt wanted to visit cousins they 

had not seen in many years, while 
my sister and I wanted to get an oral 

history of our family. 

Road Tri 
Setting out at 6:30 in the morning, 

we piled into the shiny red Subaru 
rental that's more modern than 
I ever remember a Subaru being. 
Everyone is dressed for comfort; 

however, I'm the only one wearing 
incredibly comfortable clothes. I'm 

wearing a sky blue, 1/1 sleeve shirt, a gray 
sweatshirt over it with burgundy sweat

pants. It felt like the epitome of comfortable 
and practical , but not very stylish. My mother 

and aunt are wearing leggings and long-sleeved 
shirts; my sister has on floral printed yoga pants with a 

black t-shirt and a sweatshirt for her arms for if it gets 
chilly in the car. 

Driving down 1-95, my mother, aunt, sister and I 
are enveloped by Lisa Stansfield's "All Around 

the World" playing from the Bluetooth at an 
insanely high level. I sang along to the song 

at the top of my lungs as if I wrote it and 
was going through a troubled relationship. 

We're all in surprisingly high spirits and 
wide-eye as we enter Washington D.C. 

Going with the flow of traffic, I point out 
monuments to my mother and aunt as 

my sister is driving. 

As we run out of monuments to point 
out, Patti LaBelle's "On My Own" starts 

to play over the speaker. As the beat 
begins to play, we become silent. Pat-

ti's voice comes through the speaker, 
"So many times, said it was forever." My 

aunt, sitting behind my sister, starts to sing 
along. She starts to harmonize with Patti, "Said 

our love would always be true. Something in my 
__..theart always knew .. ." I look across to my sister as 
r she's driving, and she's smiling. She joins in with 
· my aunt singing, "I'd be lying here beside you. 

On my own ... " My mother is sitting behind me, 
and she slowly starts to sing. Before I know it, I'm 
joining in. 

As the landscape passes us by, we are singing "On 
My Own" at the top of our lungs. I chuckled to myself 
as I realize there are two sets of sisters in the car. The older sisters are sitting on the driver side, singing the parts of 
Patti, my mother and I, on the passenger side, singing the parts of Michael McDonald. 

As we are singing, it brought me back to a childhood moment of the cousins sitting around the stereo and the adults playing 
cards as this song plays. As the music plays, it dawns on me how many memories this song brings back to me. We all realize 
there's only one verse left in this song, and it felt like the atmosphere became electrified. The song comes to an end and we 
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laugh almost uncontrollably. We're more excited about this trip as 1-95 stretches for miles in front 
and behind us. 

For 4 minutes and 33 seconds, time felt suspended and the only thing that mattered was the four 
of us having a blast, driving down 1-95. __ . 



My sister and I are sitting in my living room with the "Great Briti Bake Off" playing in the backgrountl. It's typ-
. cally around this time of year, we start to plan our Thanksgiving menu, and today is no exception. As we started 

to discuss dishes, I zoned out thinking back to last Thanksgiving, and how we were late with solidifying our plans. 
Typically, we would go home for the holiday; however, we decided we would stay home and have a mo · e day. We 

decided to have a completely differ nt Thanksgiving menu as well. 

It was always difficult to celebrate holidays with our family because of the menu. It's not typically vega -friendly, 
leaving me to either transport my own food which is higttly inconvenient or shop for ingredients when I get to 

my family 's home. I learned the hard way: Do not go food shopping on the day before or on the day of :Thanksgiv
ing. What better way to solve this problem than to stay home and have a stress-free Thanksgiv1 . g? 

We spent th day becoming more enthusiastic about the mere thought of doing something so differen~ for us that 
we were deciding to plan a three-day Thanksgiving event. My sister and I agreed on having a maratho of Marvel 

Cinematic U.niverse (MCU) films and set up a taco bar instead of the "normal" Thanksgiving dinner. We quickly 
recilized to pull this off, I needed one more day off. So, I quickly submitted a vacation request and proceeded to 

plan as if tnat request was approve . 

We wrote our shopping list, which included taco shells, t ilia chips, lettuce, tomatoes, und beef, vegan beef 
crumbles,dairy and non-dairy cheese and other top gs. We also decided if we're going to have a taco bar, why 
not have margaritas with it. We spent the day ma ing out where to go first to get the supplies we would need. 
We decided a trial run was necessary to make sure what we planned to do was possible. This only added to our 

excitement. 

With my vacation request approved, I needed to decide if we are ~ atching these films in order of their release or 
in order of their s oryline. Once I decided to view the storyline 'in order, our plans were complete. We were one 

day away from having to put our plans into action, and I can barely sleep. I couldn't decide if I was more excited 
about having a different way of celebrating or if I was more excited about having days off where I didn't have to 

do anything at all. Perhaps, I was excited for both. 

It was the day before Thanksgiving, and we started with "Captain America." As the day progressed and we made 
our way through the films, I marveled at the thought of doing something because I want to, and not because I 
have to. As we made our way to "Avengers: Endgame," we realized our time of relaxation was coming to an end, 
just as our movie marathon. The span of these three days showed me the importance of planning, but also the 
importance of taking a break. While Thanksgiving passed and I returned to work and school, I felt rejuvenated 

and ready to get back to work. 
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Brain 
By Cap1·icc Bcnificld-Sanchcz 

Surgery 

Darkness surrounded me as the feeling of eternal emptiness swallowed my entire being. Feeling like I am 
under a pile of rocks, my body is weighed down, unable to move. I am alone. I am scared. The silence with
in the moment echoed off the walls in a surreal world bordering reality. Thoughts filled my head."Where 
am I, and why can't I move my body? Is this Purgatory? How could someone like me die so fast?" I feel the 
vibrations of drilling, almost as if I were getting a cavity filled at the dentist, but the drilling is faint , and it 

was not my teeth getting the vibrations. 

"Caprice," a voice echoed in the abyss. The voice became more apparent, and a symphony of heated ex
changes between the persons became present and clearer, as I can make out some of it. "Successful . .. Tyle
nol after a craniotomy? ... Morphine ... She is waking up now!" My response never left my lips, and a bulge 
down my esophagus became present to my senses, and I started to gag. Agony is what I felt as I came out 
of my altered state; the bleak vibrations turned into a constant feeling of a hammer slamming into my 
skull. The pain was unbearable. A burning sensation shot down my right arm, and after a few seconds, I 

was at peace; the darkness came back. I was alone. 

I woke up in a hospital bed, Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) room 1. My mind was still there as I was 
able to read the balded black letters above the television at a slant; my body was laid on a 150-degree 

angle. From the corner of my left eye, I was able to see a distorted view of my mother, grandmother and 
my math home-instruction teacher. I was homeschooled for almost three years; the familiar faces kept me 

calm. 

The tube was removed, but my throat felt like nails scratching from the inside. In reaction to their pres
ence I tried to speak. A raspy sound filtered through my lips, but not a coherent word was said. As I tried 
to open my mouth more to annunciate, my jaw stopped widening and pain stretched across my temples 
as I tried to pry my mouth open by force. My jaw was locked; the muscle was tight. The second reaction 
toward seeing my family was to see them fully. I raised my head from the bed abruptly and immediately 
felt the world spinning around me. Darkness surrounded me again, but the dizziness, stiffness and pain 

were still present. 

After two weeks of searching to find a source of my two years' worth of insufferable headaches, dizziness 
and nausea, as an effect of a traumatic brain injury that refused to heal, I was given a choice that would 
change my life forever: the minimally invasive procedure, with a high chance of completely losing the 

hearing in my left ear; or, a Middle Fossa Craniotomy, the total repairment of the bone in my semicircular 
canal through brain surgery. 
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Gym 
By Tatwa Vaidya 

I saw so ething that c<Jllkl change my boredom into the e citement that o ernor urphy igns Executive Order Allowing Gyms and 
Indoor Amusement and Water hrks to Reopen Effecmve T esday, Septe bj 1 e alarm for 5 p.m on sept. 1 so that I can remem
ber to go to the gym after a long break of almost 6 months. e passing 0 e1'.wo days felt like I had to pass two years. Finally, it was 
time and I was too excited to go to the gym. On the morning of Sept. 1, I called my gyqi which is Planet Fitness to make sure that they 

are d oday. The answer from th associate was yes and I took a deep breath of satisfaction. 

It was noon and I was at the clock. The time was going very slow and I felt nothing to do other than wait to go to the gym. Sud-
denly, An idea passed my mind and that was to go o the gym early rather't:han waiting till 5 p.m. I got dressed and grabbed 

ti•ll• ' ffN'F the gym which is Gatorade, AirPods, and water. I was really excited ut something happened. ' :,;.. , ... 
l :,.-

A phone call! A phone 
that tim,e, the world 

brain and I told her 
. :~ ,!: • m my mom saying, "Can you please pick me up from work because your dad is stuck somewhere?" For 

the same for me. I felt to be the unluckiest person in the world. "I can't say no to my mom", I said in my 
I• 

I; ~ r~•• 
! :::: I ., .•. 

coming to pick you. It took to be ab ut an h pick her and drop her back home. I was holding my 
excitement and anger at the same time which wai not a piece of cake. 

I was at the door of gym by 2:32 p.m. and yes, I still remembered the exact time. I went inside and showed my I'd through my 
phone and the associa e tli'rew: o many questions to me regarding COVID-19. I got scared. He was asking me questions about me 

having any symptoms or having been m €0 tact with someone who had,.C<DVID-19. I answered with a low tone voice and with nervous
ness. He approyed me and told me to proceed i,nto the gyn\ • ... 
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Disney 
By Amanda Clark 

Ha~nyMeals 
On Sept.14, McDonald's released Disney's soth anniversary Hap yJMeal toys. EveF s•ir-rne I was a little kid, I have been obsessed 
with Disney. Disney allowed me to imagine the impossible ancl. tf<iim!k anything is mag· dilly possibl~ ot only do I love Disney 

products, but MeDonald's also serves delicious ti ies. I.JI. J 
I wasn't originallw 11I~ ng to collect them a'll , especially since eating so Happy Meals would make me sick. Nonetheless, once 

I got the characreli Lamy from "Lady ~a the Tramp," from a lat~-nigrot McDonald's run, I needed to col ect Tramp to go with 
I Lad~ 

l,iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii,--:Each toy bas a lgnticfilar printing background reflecting five different locatior.is from day to night. For the 26 characters on a 
peach-oCillCilred stand, the background is of Cimderella's castle in Magic King<!loi;p.. The eight characters on a yellow stand have 
either Hollywood Stuclios street or Toy Story's Sl!nkv ride. All nine characters are Olil a blue stand with a backdrop of Epcot 

Spaceship Earth ball. Lastly, the remaining seven characters on agree s~ d have the Animal Kingdom's tree of life. 

Every c aracter you buy is paired w:ith someone but sold separately. Whlile I was g@ing t0 multiple McDonald's, thankfully, 
I learned you could buy just the toy without a rl.appy Meal. There was p.o longer the Jil.eed to be hungry wbile toy hunting. 

Unable to find Tramp to pair with Lady, I began to start collecting them all. I bought amy character; they had either by itself or 
with a l'la!')py Meal if I were hungry. 

When I got more thar.i alfway to obtainimg all so, it didn't marter how much gas was being used, how much I was spending 
on shipping labels or how much I was spenaing from my paycheck at this point. They became more tban Happy Meal toys; 

they were _e journey of hunting down thle rarest of them all. All I could think bout was to gatqer them all . 

With all the s:i;iaFe time I had, I'd do one of two things: arrange a trade through Facebook or drive to a McDonald's in Central 
New Jersey. Whl.eJiJ. I aian't have any extra characters but saw some people didn't want, I'd buy them. Qr.i top of feeling ecstatic 

when getting haJiJ.ded the Disney-themed Happy Meal box, I would rus to the mailbox every day to receive the traded toy. 

Each day I got closer and closer t0 thl.e fci · sh line. The one thl.ing I didn't account for was ow tbey were going to be displayed. 
Currently, they are all spread thra°'l!lgh@ut the house, waitimg for their acrylic r.isets to @ol e ig tti.e mail. Thjg way, they can be 

organized together withol!lt taking up every shelfi im fif.le fuouse. 

Over a mo th has gone by since tt.ie release of the toys me t for c;hildrer.t, yet every person I've traded 
with or bought fr@m was collecting for their collection as a Dis ey-loving adult. I've managed to collect all 

so Disney characters on m;v, shl.elf. 

I experienced the feelings of ecstasy on my face when all so M@Donald's Disney Happy Meal toys were in 
my possession. Collecting them all has beelil worth every penny. 



Marineland 
By Cabrielle lgnotis 

I awaken to the sound of my cell phone vibrating against the 
heavy wooden nightstand. I open my eyes and take a moment to 

acclimate myself to the unfamiliar territory: 

I scan the sky-blue walls and graying wooden floorboards, briefly 
inspecting the black and white print of palm trees that is hung on 
the wall across from me. I can't see the digital clock from my bed, 

but I know it must be early. 

I carefully lift the slate gray quilt and stark white sheets before 
sliding out of bed. I move softly towards my suitcase, careful 

not to disturb the rest of my family: My bag remains unpacked: I 
didn't see the need when we would only be spending two days 

in St. Augustine anyway: I gather up a bathing suit, denim shorts, 
sunscreen and a light sweater, before heading towards the bath

room. 

By the time I have showered, gotten dressed, applied sunscreen 
and thrown my hair back in a messy ponytail, the rest of my fam
ily is beginning to arise. I scroll through my phone absentminded
ly as they go about their morning routines. Luckily, we don't take 

too long. 

We leave the inn shortly before 8 a.m. We stop for coffee and ba· 
gels from a nearby shop before heading towards our destination. 

The drive only takes about 20 minutes, but the fact that we are 
traveling over a narrow strip of land makes it seem longer. I spend 
most of the ride gazing at the ocean while listening to music, my 

cheek resting firmly on my fist the entire time. 

Marineland Dolphin Adventure is small. If it weren't for the GPS, 
I wouldn't haver cognized the squat collectfon of white-washed 
buildings as an aquarium or as a museum. The only thing that 
distinguishes this facility is a neat, painted sign and a small yel-

low arch over the entrance. 

We walk through the entrance. There is a gift shop near the front, 
which we make plans to attend later. 

We pick our way through the grounds, reading plaques and study
ing exhibits. Marineland prides itself on being part of an immer
sive experience, half aquarium and half museum. They host over 
So years of St. Augustine history and a collection of information 

about marine life. 

We move a little quicker when we realize what time it is, making 
our way to a large pool near the back of the facility. 

When we arrive, one of the Marineland staff members introduces 
herself and takes us into the back with a few other individuals. 
There, we are fitted for life vests, which are unfortunately ne

on-colored, and given basic instructions. 

After what feels like an hour, but is probably only about 15 
minutes, we can get into the water. We stand in the shallow end, 

where the water just barely comes up to our waists. The other end 
is much deeper, likely more than 30 feet. 

After a few additional instructions, the trainer whistles. A gray 
shape approaches under the water, its rounded fin breaching the 
surface right before it stops at the edge of the shallow end. The 

trainer walks over, lightly grasping the fin as she pulls the creature 
into the shallow end carefully. 

"This," the trainer announces, "Is Zach." 

I gasp softly as I gaze down at the dolphin. He is almost eight feet 
long, light gray and energetic. His black eyes twinkle mischievous-

ly, although he obeys the trainer every step of the way: 

The trainer provides facts and information about Zach, as well as 
the care Marineland provides for him, as she leads him through 
a collection of tricks. Zach performs jumps, makes various noises 

and shakes hands (or fins, I suppose). At one point, the trainer 
invites Zach to kiss my cheek, which he does. 

The trainer also allows us to pet Zach. My family and I each put 
one hand on him and rub him gently: He feels like clean, smooth 
wet.rubber. The Marineland photographer snaps a photo. My grin 

is so wide, it eclipses half of my face. 

Eventually, our session ends. We dry off and bid goodbye to the 
trainer and Zach, who performs a few more tricks for us before 

returning to the deeper end of the pool. 

After, we stroll the wooden boardwalk that borders one side of 
the pool. On one side, Marineland's historical and scientific attrac
tions begin to come to life in the late morning. On the other, the 

peaceful waves lap against the beach as the wind softly plays with 
the picturesque tall grass. 

It's still chilly for a morning in Florida, 
so I pull m sweater a little closer as I 
take in the sight with my family, con· 

tent and at peace. 



Lantern 
By Julia Block 

Festival 
This past September, my boyfriend took me to a water lantern 

festival to celebrate my 19th birthday. 

The festival took place on Sept. 14 from 4:30 to 10 p.m. at Liberty 
State Park in Jersey City. 

My birthday was the day before. 

The park had large amounts of grass fie lds, beautiful cobble
stone streets and tons of open space to walk around and explore. 
Visitors could also see views of the New York City skyline and Ellis 

Island. 

outstanding, and we got all our food for about $26 and change. 

After eating dinner from the main-course food trucks, I had 
shaved ice and my boyfriend had a milkshake for dessert. 

The number of food options and the quality of the food and ser
vices from the food trucks was unbelievable. 

As it started to get c.!~¢,:;we found a space to put our mandala 
blanket in the field· gf.gj-ass near the lantern launch point, and 

then began to walk_-acf0ss tf:l~ridge to release our lanterns. - - .... . . : :.: · -~-· - . 
By now, the skyline'-wasi\11 lffup and everyone's lanterns were 

When it came time to enter the actual event, we gave the workers gl0w11:rg at t·b@ launch site. . - · 
':':.... - ·'= .... · - . .. 

our tickets and were given sling bags with our lanterns, a perm a- ·• · .: · - _ - ·:. : • ,i • • • • ___ ~--=-~ ~ 
•·· nent marker,a~d a mandala throw,blanket to use W'l:-1::J-~!c~jn~ e el.}c_h~~ed th_~ :,ru~s}j1ct:IA'.~tcih~ct-·pi~(ll@t~r.n("slide iAt0_J:b~: : 

the lanterns glow on the water. Weipurcha:~d ~l( ou?,$~~j:Jg5".m :· -: f _, -~tn~-f~ w~te1' to•float With all ,Eh:e .oi~~s ... 
1 

' !J·· 
adv<!nCe, but other people WhC? wan_ted to_partlCIJ!)ate ~ere_aj?le.w_ -~-' _ J '.,_. , . ~ ... . -• ----· -~ . -~-.· 

wait in line and purchase materials in a similar fashion . - · After returning to our mandala blanket, the view was absolutely 

• • ·'f ; l~a·n~i~l';f;~1ol;s:{v~1;~-; ~~~; ; ~~~!;ct· ~;~ ;~~~; ~io,!1·tenti r~·1:- _ _.:~-·,.,. . . brea
th

taking. 1 . i 
· t'1 guests to decorate tl}eir lanterns.Jhe tables had more rnarl<ers r It felt magica l like I had entered the Disney rn0v1e, "Tangled." ~ 

·"t • ;11 ' ; • ~ • ,, . ,. "' ' . . .. ' ;~~ ,> 
... ~ j 0r everyone to use,_and people gathered to decorate=a~ Lifa ·the , ~ .. ! _"f;;· • - ~ ' ~:ff-

tables wntmg pos1t1ve notes, hopeful ipesscages•,15.nd m~anmgful · I her~ had' to be a few hundred lanterns float·1~g m the harbor,~..:-
drawings that were connet te.d t'o ~bem_.il rn;i/_or others. ,·. 1! each special to their respective indiv-i'cluals. - ~ 

r .. JJ ~ -- - • :; • a ' - •· --;a . -,.~~ . .,a~ . ~ • - !., - ~ -:;,..--.-
~· . ~ -- :..· '! ....... ... --

~Each lantern had four sides. MJ b(?yfri~iid and I made drawings · My boyfriend and I stuck around to watch the"floating lanterns-=· 
on one side, messages to each o~het'on the second side, designs illuminate the dark, night sky until almost 10 p.m. ·· 
regarding my birthdJiy offlth_'iiJ.,~ d side and we _each included a 

-

earl with our m1,t,1tals on the last side. ~ • 
Ill! . ii .. 

Food true ad long, l,i•Mes coif people i i,t;i,ng to~nurchasl!t 11 dif-. .., . ,,,,., -
ferent kmds of foods , and vendors had tents•anel..tables set up for 

.. P.eowle to buy various soflv@11''ils. ~ 
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arepa, and my boyfriend has a pork 
roll arepa. We shared one "monster" 
beef empanada. Their food was also 

I couldn't have asked for a better birthday celebration, and hope 
that we can experience more moments like this in times to come. 
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Management 
Since I've started college, it's been difficult to manage my time and get everything done by its deadline. Apart 
from my classes, I also need time for clubs, homework, work, tutoring and a little time to rest after all the run
ning around. Although I am far from perfect, I believe I have found a few ways that help me manage my time 

to complete all that must be done. 

My primary method of managing my time is to write everything down in the order the tasks need to be 
completed. If I had eight assignments to complete, I would write each assignment with their due date in 

chronological order to keep myself organized and to see which assignment should be completed first. It helps 
to approximate how much time each task will take. If I know it will take me longer to complete my art project 
than it will to finish my math homework, I know I can allot more time for the harder or more time-consuming 

subjects. 

By estimating the amount of time everything will take, planning when to work on things becomes less com
plicated. For instance, if I have work from 6-10 p.m. on Saturday, I plan to wake up earlier or stay up later to 

work on some of my homework that can't be done during the four hours I am working. The same approach is 
applied for when I have to tutor, be at club meetings, or whatever else I end up doing in the course of my busy 

life. 

One of the harder, but equally important time management tactics I live by is having to stick to the routine 
that you set for yourself. It can be hard to turn down offers from family or friends to go out and have a good 
time, but straying from your task schedule can muddle tasks that get pushed until a later time where other 

tasks were priorly set in place. 

However, it is also.essential to make time for other things outsid«: the list of responsibilities and commitments. 
It is OK to take a break and enjoy yourself from time to time; without that, the.stress from a constant grind · 

can become overwhelming and irritating. I try to give myself a few short breaks each day, and one longer break 
at the end of a week or during a weekend to recuperate.from my demanding schedule and to reward myself 
for all I've gotten done. Additionally, it helps to have breaks before other duties that lay · 

ahead for later. 

In the end, there has to be a balance between getting stuff done and having time for your
self, and there are numerous ways to manage your time to allow for this balance to exist. 
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