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“The vigilant protection of constitutional freedoms is nowhere more vital than in the community of American schools.” Healy v. James, 1972

Nursing program
expands with grant

By Michael Mosher
Contributing Writer

The top-ranked

able, the need for expan-
sion is clear. “This opens
the door for more
nurses,” Luke said.

Middlesex County Col- Two factors
lege/UMDN]J Nursing making the grant pos-
Program will increase  sible were an alliance
its student enrollment by formed between the
50 percent this fall be- MCC Foundation, the
cause of a nearly @ RW]J Foundation, and
$476,000 grant fromthe the college’s nursing pro-
Robert Wood Johnson  gram status.
Acting Dean Robert Zifchak is seen here accepting an award for his 30 plus year’s (R Ig:;ii::; -Sep- datior;r ::p:gggajioll(l:;
service at MCC during the Dean s Tea Reception and Award ceremony April 23. |, .. 2002,20 addi-  people in the RWJ Foun-
Zifchak is retiring after the end of this semester. S tional full-time nursing  dation to inquire what
oto By Frank Cicerale | iudents will be admit- ways we could partner,”

ted, bringing the total to

Nancy Peters, Director

— will allow the program 7 said.

b s to hire between two and “The RWJ Founda-
at Dean’s Reception Ceremony (|chictavenmomns  TheRw) Fonds
By Frank Cicerale most accolades, as she R.Reynolds. The Reney staff, primarily for est in increasing the num-

Editor-In-Chief

Modem Language Schol- Achievement in Creative instruction. The MCC Foundation
The 24" annual arship Award, the Faculty =~ Writing went to Ann M. “The grant  responded that there are
Dean’s Tea Reception Award for Excellencein ~ Wood, and the Faculty comes at a very good  large numbers of appli-
and Awards Ceremony French, and the Irving Award for Achievement time for us,” said Dr. cants to the program ver-
was held in the Corral Elan Award for Outstand-  in Journalism went to  [ReginaldLuke,Deanof  sus a limited number of
Restaurant April 23. The ing Achievernent in Social Quo Vadis staffers Frank Science, Math, and openings fornew nursing
ceremony, put on by the Sciencesand Humanities. ~ Cicerale and Ryan Health Technology.  students,” Peters said.
Division of Social Sci- Awards were McGuinness. “We have this really The MCC Founda-
ences and Humanities, given out by department, The ESL de-  |great supply of open  tion then went through a
was held to honor stu- starting with the English ~ partment gave out two college students who  lengthy application pro-
dents who excelled in department. TheLarryL.  awards to students in ~ |wanttogointonursing.  cess. Giving the appli-
their fields of study. Cohen Award for Excel-  their department. ESL ~ |Our problemisthat we  cation more credibility
Afteran opening lenceinthe Studyof Lit-  chair Eileen Hansen didn’t have enough  was the national status
speech by the vice presi- erature went to both awarded the ESL De- seats.” achieved by the class of

was the recipient of the

Meyers Award for

dent of Academic and Carol Lovallo and partment Award to Cul:rently, there  2001.
Student Affairs, Robert Marjorie Mastromonaco, ~ Agustin Calle, and the are approx1mately 4.00 All 25 of the gradu-
Fishco, the awards were and the McGraw-Hill  Special ESL Award for MCC students majoring  ating students passed the
given out. Natalia Adler Award for Excellencein ~ OutstandingStudentac-  |inopen collegenursing.  national board exam for
left the ceremony with the English went to Danielle (commued on page 4) According to Peter registered nurses,
-~ Rice, Director of Ad- NCLEX-RN. The pass
5 ' ROPHOE: F’."ﬁ -mﬂ..w | |missions, “There were  rate ranked the MCC/
In thi Issue , / 283 applicationsto the =~ UMDN]J nursing pro-
ek | 1?-1 el < nursing program for the gram number one over
S .&’ﬁ :1}‘: "h, "_""F*' Fall 2002 semester. Of  all other associate de-
. . W A . _b',. i ~.'-" those, there were 126 gree programs in the na-
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evening and weekend

While the nation
grapples with a severe
nursing shortage, there
is no lack of applicants
to the school’s program.
With only 40 seats avail-

ber of practicing nurses.

the faculty and students’
achievements, particu-
larly on their national
standing.

(continued on page 7)
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The Blue Filly

By Jennifer Levine
Columnist

Mood: Reminiscent and
pleased

Music: “Beyond the Sea”
by Bobby Darin

Wow, Ican’tbelieve
the semester is almost
over. My first semester at
collegeand it went by like
that. Granted, I got by on
the skin of my teeth, but I
Justcan’tbelieveit. It feels
likea year has goneby.

I’ve met so many
new people this semester.
People always said I have
amagnetic personality, and
my first semester here
proved themright.I love
the fact thatit only took me
a few weeks to make
friends and contacts all
over the campus. By the
end of the first month of
school I was already writ-
ing for Quo Vadis, the
school newspaper, in the
Myriad, and working for
the Social Committee.

I’ve made so many
new friends,
all from different back-
grounds. I will do people
the courtesy of not men-
tioning their names here.
One girl probably has the
best fashion sense of any-
one on campus, and she
was kind enough to let me
in on her secrets and talk
fashion with me on several
occasions. One woman,
whois probably the sweet-
est person of authority I've
met, was kind enough to
be a sounding board for
ideas, and allowed me to
be anintegral part in Col-
lege Center activities. Two
awesome student workers
from the Student Activities
office were really cool with
me, and we had a lot of
laughs and great conversa--
tions. Two other women,
who I had theprivilege of
working with in The Va-
gina Monologues, helped
me to laughon my darkest
of days and reminded me
ofhow much sass I really
have.

Some of the guys
here at MCC have been
really greattoo. Thadone
to talk to, an old friend to
take me out to lunch, one
to beat on, one to totally
ragon, oneto smileat,and

one who reminded me
where I came from.

Of course, there
were darker days when I
thought I wasn’t cut out
for college. But I stuck
with it,and I thinkit made
abittougher.

There are so many
memories. From newspa-
per meetings to Myriad
sessions, All College
Night to 92-degree days
& water fights, I had so
much fun. The Vagina
Monologues was an
awesome and altogether
life changing experience. I
had the opportunity to
meet and work with some
of the most amazing
women, mostof whom I
will never forget. As an
added bonus, the paper I

will be sent to the author
of the show, Eve Ensler.
The Private Life of the
Master Race helped me
to find the dramatic emo-
tions within. The cast was
so dedicated, and in the
end, the show was incred-
ible. I wish to thank direc-
tors Tom McNeill and Jim
Morgan for giving me
some great opportunities.

Allinall, this was an
unforgettable semester. I
want to thank the people
whose initials are shown
here, and if I did not in-
clude you, I apologize.
PW, Scott, M, TN, EW,
K, P.Rice, TA, A, B, C,
Ed, AC, P.Daly, Keith,
Frank, Ryan, L, SG, JM,
Y, HN, Meng, FT, the
Backstage Players,
PLOMR cast and crew,
TVM cast and crew, the
Hip-Hop Dance Club, the
Myriad, the Quo Vadis
Staff, and the Social
Committee. Also, thanks
to my professors: DiDom,
Jim, Mrs. O, and Miss
Aimee, and Joan!

Look formycolumn
and entertainment articles
this fall in Quo Vadis.

Until next year: This
fine filly says farewell!

end ofluckin the future;

Quo Vadis, the official newspaper of Middlesex County College, is published dur- |
ing the spring and fall semesters.

The offices of Quo Vadis are located in Room 316 of the College Center, Middlesex
County College, 2600 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, NJ 08818-3050.

© 2002, Quo Vadis. No part of this paper may be reproduced without permission.
Quo Vadis is supported through the students of the college and by advertising. All
advertisements appearingin this paper which are not public serviceannouncements
should be considered paid advertisements.

Opinion columns and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the editors and staffof Quo Vadis.

Press run: 2,000.
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Does the nursing program

need more

By Michael Mosher
Contributing Columnist

Who cares about 20
more student nurse open-
ings at MCC? You
might. The number is
small, especially when
compared with our stu-
dent body of 11,000.
However, the effect is
great. You or someone
you know may visit a lo-
cal hospital or clinic for
medical care. The nurse
on duty may be an
MCC/UMDNIJ gradu-
ate. One of our gradu-
ates may have simply
added to that
department’s staff,
thereby allowing you to
receive better nursing
care. However direct or
indirect it might be to you,
this increase might affect
you in a substantial way.

Who cares about

students?

grant from the generous
Robert Wood Johnson
(RWJ) Foundation,
over 500 students re-
ceive private scholar-
ships each year because
of the MCC
Foundation’s efforts.
That translates into
over 500 students fo-
cusing more attention
on their studies and
less on financial ob-
stacles. Your class-
mate sitting beside you
in psychology, history
or biology class may
be attending school or
working fewer hours
because of the
Foundation’s hard
work.

As so many other
events on campus and
in our lives beg for our
attention, let us not for-
getthat valuable, lasting
things often take root

the Middlesex County from small or unnoticed

College Foundation? beginnings. To the RWJ

You should. In addition and MCC Foundations

to paving the way for the I say, “Thank you.”
— - -
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ACROSS
1 Able
4 Pop
8 Ocean
11 Lady

12 Former Russian emperor

13 Small bug

14 Atticle

15 7th Greek leiter

17 Elater

19 Make tatting

21 __King Cole

23 Opera solo

24 Expression of somow
26 Dine

28 Mistakes

30 Scar

32 17th Greek letter
3 Self

35 Atop

37 Tongue

40 Prefcx meaning “in”
41 Sack

43 Done

44 Haul

46 Tehran Is the captal
48 Gang

S0 Substance

53 Iran's monetary unit
55 Angry

57 Peak

58 Park police

60 Helpt

62 Bxdsl

63 N. American indian
64 Bright star

66 Ald

68 Ever (poetic)
Freshwater duck
70 Each

DOWN

1 Water channel
2 Form of be

3 Bom

40id

5 Bone

6 Bit

7 Region

8 lrony

9 Grow

10 Dined

11 Information
16 Preposition
18 Before (Poetic)
20 Cap

22 Earf's territory

25 Unhappy

27 Article

29 Father's boy

31 Free

33 Fall month (abbr.)
35 Sash

36 Tell

38 Focus

33 Clothes

42 Type of dive

45 Sage

47 Gripe

49 Basic

51 Serious

52 Allowance

54 Season of fasting
56 Achieve

58 Woe

59 Fish eggs

61 Sucker

65 Eastem state (abbr.)
67 Exist

e An affordabile private education

e Generous scholarships and financial ald for transfer students
e Nationaily recognized career counseling and job placement
= Suburban location just one mile from the Jersey Shore, Garden State Parkway Exit 105

e Small classes both day and evening

e Twenty-six undergraduate majors as well as
certificate programs to choose from

transfer students are choosing Monmouth University.

MOMNMOU'TLEL
UNIVERSTL Y

www. monmouth.edu
West Long Branch, New Jersey 07764-1898

Make the move to a promising future.

Experienced students are selective in their college choices. They know what they
want and they won't settle for less. And that's why were so proud of Monmouth University's
transfer program. Each year nearly 1,000 students transfer to Monmouth.
Why? 1t’s simple. We have what they’re looking for.

e A leaming environment that encourages student/faculty interaction

Call Monmouth University today at 800-543-9671, and see for yourself why selective
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Quo Vadis Editor-In-Chief Frank Cicerale is seen here accepting the 2002 Faculty
Award for Excellence in Journalism from Acting Dean Robert Zifchak at the
Dean s Reception. Quo Vadis Business/Office Manager Ryan McGuinness also
received the same award.

Photo by Ryan McGuinness

Students are given recognition
at Dean’s Reception Ceremony

(continued from page 1) Faculty Award forExcel-  Psychology Degree Op-
lence inthe Studies of His- tion, and Maureen
colades went to Anna  toryand Social Behavior =~ Drabyk, Karin D.
DiMaio. went to John Ruskuski. Hallenbeck, Sharon
The department of The Modem Lan-  Montecalvo, and Ann
Health, Physical Educa-  guagedecpartmenthanded @ M. Wood  were
tion. Reereation and  outthe mostawards. two ~ awarde e
Dance gave out a few  of which went to Adler. mhbexalArtsEducanon
awards, starting withthe ~ Faculty Awards forboth ~ Degree Option award.
Faculty Award for Aca-  ExcellenceandOutstand-  The Award for the Most
demic Excellence in  ing Achievement were  Improved and Promising
Health, Physical Educa-  givenoutforthosetaking  Future Educator went to

tion, Recreation and  French, German, Italian, =~ Michael Mosher.
Dance, which went to  and Spanish. Adler and Awards were also
Robyn Bilello. TheFac-  Deborah Buchma were  given out by the Per-
ulty Award for Most  the winners in French, forming and Visual Arts
Promising Student in  JennyLopezandMonika  Department, and spe-
Dance went to Lisa  Shiffner for German,  cialtyawards weregiven
Petersen, and the Faculty Marian Cristina Gonzalez out to three deserving
Award for Excellencein  and Lareina Adelantarin ~ students as well.
the Study of Dance was  Italian, and Beate Kolka Also during the
awarded to Danielle  andFrankDominquezin  ceremony, retiring dean
Kana. Spanish. Robert Zifchak was hon-
Thedepartment of ThePsychologyand  ored for his thirty plus
History and Social Behav-  Education department  years of service to
ior handed out two  gaveoutadozenawards  Middlesex County Col-
awards. The ThomasF.  todeserving recipients.  lege. Congratulationsto
MannionawardforExcel- ~ MelissaFrishkalalaand  all of the students who
lence in the Studies of  Stephanie Rose Debella  received awards. They
Criminal Justicewasgiven ~ won the awards for Ex-  were well eamed and
to Kelly M. Livett, and the cellence in Liberal Arts _deserved.

Thanks for reading our
paper and have a nice

summer!!!

- The Quo Vadis Staff

——— e



Cuo Vads

The official newspaper of Middiesex County College

Quo Vadis is looking for student volunteers for
the Fall Semester 2002.

Positions open include:
- Editor-In-Chief
- News Reporter
. Sports Reporter
—_— ,,&..mﬂh_____eo.}m. 2
- Editor
- Photographer
- Layout Editor
- Cartoonist
- Business Manager (PAID POSITION)
-Delivery Person (PAID POSITION)

If you are interested in joining the Quo Vadis staff, please
call us at (732) 548-6000, ext. 3443 or e-mail us at
quovadis newspaper@hotmail.com.

You may also stop by our office, located in the College
Center, Room 316 (Top Floor).
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Gun surrender program to

be held in Middlesex County

By Wendy K. Bodine
Reporter

The Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s
Office will co-sponsor
a gun surrender pro-
gram during the first
weekend in May. The
goal of the program is
to get as many firearms
off the streets as pos-
sible Those wishing to
turn in their guns will
face no criminal
charges, and no ques-
tions will be asked.
There are cash rewards
ranging from $40.00 to
$100.00 for those who
turn in their guns at one
of five sites located in
Middlesex County.

ficer. Thisofficer will
receive the gun from
the person and make
sure it is safe to be
handled. They will
take a “cable tie” and
run it through the gun,
acting as a trigger
lock, so the gun can-
not be fired by acci-
dent. Once the gun
has been determined
to be safe, the officer
will hand it back to
the person, who will
then take it to the
drop-off site. They
will be handed their
cash reward, and
that’s that. They are
free to go.”

Many gun
owners fear prosecu-

gun in your house is
more likely to hurt or
kill someone in your
home than it is to be
used against an in-
truder.

You can take
your unloaded gun to
the following locations
on Friday, May 37,
from 2:00 pm to 8:00
pm, Saturday, May
4% from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm, and Sunday,
May 5%, from 12:00
pmto 5:00 pm:

Carteret Po-
lice Dept. Lobby,
230 Roosevelt Ave.,
Carteret, NJ

Edison Police
Dept. Lobby, 100
Municipal Blvd.,

The prosecutor’s office ~ tion as a result of tak- Edison, NJ
will accept firearms in  ing partin the gunsur- N e w
any condition. render program, but Brunswick Police
Cindy P. Glacer,  Glacer assures them Dept., Rear En-
Assistant Prosecutor  they have nothing to trance, 20
for Middlesex County, fear. The sole pur- Kirkpatrick St., New Over the Limit
stated that they had  pose of the program  Brunswick, NJ "
over 1,845 firearms 1s to requce the num- Saytevinle Po-  |f o

surrendered at the last
program they held
back in 1994, and they
are hoping for and even
greater turnout this
year.

“The surrender
process is simple,” ex-
plained Glacer. “The
person would drive up
to their local drop-off
site, and be greeted by
a uniformed police of-

ber of guns on the
streets of Middlesex
County. Although the
owners of these guns
might be well-mean-
ing, law-abiding citi-
zens, there is no guar-
antee that these fire-
arms won'’t fall into
the hands of criminals,
or worse, a child in
their own home. Sta-
tistics show that the

lice Dept. Lobby,
1000 Main St.,
Sayreville, NJ

S o uth
Brunswick Police
Dept. Lobby, 540
Ridge Rd., South
Brunswick, NJ

For more in-
formation, call the
Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office
at (732) 745-3300.
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“Pat Mahoney

[Nursing Department

'Chairperson] has done
a wonderful job in con-
ducting and leading the
program to achieve the
100% pass rate. Pat

gram. That’s why it at-
tractwso many appli-
|cants

In addition to

staff, the co'lre‘ é..wxl‘l
use a smallerp

online instruction ac-
cess and a mentoring
and tutoring program to
further support the
nursing students
*needs '

~ The grant from the
RWIJ Foundation is re-
-newable. afte.r Ihrge

years. .-.£

(conk uka‘ﬁarhpagé?}’ -n'ﬁsﬁ%#' L
,‘ the éﬁh‘r ‘and

and her staff have such
a good, quaht}‘f‘p.re- 5

mcreaslﬂg the nursing

.Foundanon s ppbllsh'é'd 4248

t 'l.i

healthcare omxﬁﬁ‘?n-
cans.”

“The [MCC]
Foundation’s mission is
to help students;” Pe-.

- ters said. In addition to
. otherfpro_]es\ts, Peters

E‘ic.pla;ne , “the Foun-
dation assm(:"r d U‘ver
520 students to receive
private scholats}n;‘;ﬁ?for
the current sc’hool
year.”

- The nursing pro-
gram is run jointly with
UMDN]J. “Middlesex

the grant to ifnplem t-.:_ 2 {County College] pro-

wdes the facilities and
“the supp‘brt and
UMDNIJI 1des the
faculty,” L T_,uke s%nd
For addltionaﬁn-
formation about the

MCC/UMDNI nursing

- program contact the
MCC Admis sions Of-
flce at (7:

1mpr‘ovei'

A mythical masterpiece
is currently on Broadway

By Jennifer Levine
Entertainment Reporter

Metamorphoses is
essentially the best small
theatre show I have ever
seen.

My Introduction to
Theatre class and I had the
chance to see it April 16,
and I daresay we enjoyed
itthoroughly. Itis withouta
doubt the best depiction of
any of the Roman myths I
haveseen yet.

Many of the actors
and actresses in the com-
pany wereseasoned inde-
picting epics and mytholo-
gies because they had pre-
viously been in director
Mary Zimmeman’s The
Odyssey.

The cast was utterly
diverse, and the costumes
were creative and flowing,
while still being instrumen-
tal to the plot. Ovid, possi-
bly one of the world’s old-
est and most renowned

storytellers, would have
been very pleased with
Zimmerman’s adaptation
and direction. She capti-
vated audiences with his
tales of narcissism, incest,
greed, and love.

Itis my general rec-
ommendation that anyone
whois interesting inmythol-
ogy or just open to hear a
good storyshouldattend a
performance of Metamor-
phoses immediately. And,
for a ticket price that should
not exceed $75, this show
is worth every penny.

This show, coming
from a small tourand short
off-Broadway run, will
definitely be a commercial
success. I believe this be-
cause the storyis extremely
appealing. Everyone has
had feelings of lust, greed,
or violence. These stories
that reflect the myths of
Ovid represent the human
qualities that eventhe gods
of that age withheld.

Prepare for
Something Wonderful: Your Life

It is, therefore, obvi-
ous that this show has done
well as of late, what with
the selling out of its first
month at the Circle in the
Square on Broadway. Fur-
thermore, after a good
commercial standing on
Broadway, myself and
other critics will agree that
this show will tour as well
as stay at 50%, between
Broadway and 8%, for as
long as the theatre will al-
low. It must travel to
spread the intense adven-
ture and excitement of
storytelling in its purest
form: theatre. Only then will
the message that we are all
human, vulnerable, and
subject to temptation be
known.

It is agreeable,
though, that Zimmerman
and company are definitely
in foralongride.

Now, for all intents

(contmued on page 81

Georgian Court College

Biology,*

Visit our beautiful campus.

facilities.

on the web at www.georgian.edu.

undergraduate women.

Business Administration,*

lnformdtion Session:
April 21,

T he key word is prepare. Wonderful lives don’t just
happen. They take careful preparation and hard
work.

Georgian Court, a Catholic coflege, offers women’s
day and coed evening and graduate programs.
may earn a B.A., B FA., BS., or B.S.W. degree in
the following areas: Accounting,* Allied Health
Technologies, Art,* Art History, Biochemistry,
Chemistry,* Computer Information
- Systems,* Compuer Science,* Elementary Education,* English,* French,
General Fine Arts, Graphic Design/lllustration, History,™
Mathematics, Music, Physics, ™

1pm

Sunday,

Humanities, ™
Psychiology,* Religious Studies,* Secondary
Education, Social Work, Sociology,* Spanish and Special Education* .
Generous financial aid and scholarsfiip monies available if qualified.
Meet faculty, staff, and students.
For miore information, please call 1 -800-1-LUV-GCC. Visit us
On-campus housing guararteed for

You

Tour our l

*indicates maijor available in evening.

Y osr Szccess 5 3720 Onr» L osert.

~]'[’
-
Ceorgian Court College, established ine 908, is a Catholic comprehensive college 1ith a strong

liberal arts core and a special concern for wormnen, founded and sponsorved by the Sisters of MevTy.
SRR SRt TR St e e S SR R ey

Georgian Court College

Q00 Lakewood Avenue = Lakewood, NJ 08701

=LA LBl SEFT. EWAI T
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Students in the Visual Arts Department have their
axt on display in the College Center this week. The
artWork is exceptional, and all are invited to stop by
and take a look.

A
Counal
WHAT A CHILD LEARNS

ABOUT VIOLENCE
A CHILD LEARNS FOR LIFE.

Teach carefully. We can show you how.
Call 877-ACT-WISE for a free brachure or
visit www.actagainstviolence.org.

Classified Ads

DELIHELP WANTED

Full time/Part Time help wanted. Some experience
preferred. Flexible hours, perfect for college student.
For more information please call (732) 985-0889.
(Edison)

Photo by Jessica L.eving

DAYCAMP HIRING NOW

Have fun all summer! Great salary & staff. No
evenings or weekends required. ¢ Supervisors ®
Nurse ¢ Counselors ¢ Lifeguards  Sports Coaches ¢
Gymnastic * Tennis * Drama Instructor ¢ Archery *
Science Instructor * Roller Hockey * Woodworking
Instructore Painting and Ceramics Instructors. Call
(732) 446-4100.

Summer Day Camp Counselor: Group Counselors,
lifeguards/swim instructors, activity instructors.
Spend an active summer outdoors! Warren Township
(Somerset Co.) 908-647-0664, rvrbnd 1 @aol.com.
Applyonline at www.campriverbend.bunk]1.com.

Lifeguards/Supervisors/Seasonal Staffers— FT & PT
Positions Available. Free Training. GreatPay & Bonus.
Call Rachel at 1-888-621-7665 www.americanpool.com

Secretary/Customer Service, full time
Strong comp. Skills (Office 97). Good manners,
reliable, and honest person with strong ability to
organize and perform diversified tasks for small
operation. Fax resume 732-885-1235.

Bookkeeper, full time

2-5 yrs exp., preferably with small operations.
Quickbooks a +. College Grad. a +. P/R knowledge
reqd. Gd. Handwriting. MS Word/ MS Excel helpful
Communicable & honest person with good
organizational skills. Complete bk keepg function (a/p
a’r etc.). May get involved in add’] admin. work. Fax
resume 732-885-1235.
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Masterpiece currently on Broadway

(continued from page 7)

and purposes, this show is
the translation of the Ro-
man myths of Ovid, or
Publius Ovidius Naso, as
they once were told as
poetry in the Latin lan-
guage.

It would be callous
of this writer to reveal the
whole plot, but fornow I
will retell some details of
the mythical selectionand
scenes that wereretold to
the audience. Primarily,

there was the story of
King Midas, who we all
know was insatiably
greedy. When Midas is
confronted by one of the
gods and given a wish, he
prays that everything he
touches beturned to gold.

Of course, the entire
audience was wonderning
how on earth the effect of
gold wouldbegivento the
set. Honorably, when
Midas walked along the
shore, his every footstep
struck the dock and it
changed to gold. The fish
he caught appeared to
tum to gold. The leaves off
the trees he picked be-
came golden.

This scene was
oddly funny, except for
when Midas’s youthful
daughter Myrrha came to
hugher father, jumping into
his arms. She too tumed
to gold.

Therestof the show
was much like this scene.
There were lots of inter-

Decisions,

decisions,
decisions.

action between the gods
and the humans, and the
result of many of the plots
was the theme “be careful
what you wish for.”

Alas, I think the ad-
aptation of these particu-
lar myths, which also in-
cluded Orpheus and
Eurydice, Narcissus,
Alcyon, and Phaeton, was
to prove the myths that we
are all human and are sub-
jectto theills of the world
like any other.

Onewould definitely
think that the most pecu-
liar part of this play was
the set and how it was
constructed. The back-
drop, which was like a
piece of the sky, was off-
set and hiding a platform
in which the gods ap-
peared. There were wings
below the main stage,
which most likely led to
thebackstage area.

Also, there was a
large door made in the
downstage to appear as a
portal, a wall, or just the
average door. Essentially,
the most imporent part of
this stage was the pool.
Possibly 30 ftby 30 ft, this
square pool was set di-
rectly in the middle of the
room, and was sur-
rounded, eye-level and
above, by the audience
seating.

This writer would
argue that the purpose of
this pool was not just to
illustrate much of the wa-
ter theme that was present,

but to display the infinity
and darkness that came
from the water. The pool,
which appeared black and
notblue like most pools,
reflected everyoneand ev-
erything so much clearer,
and when no one was
onstage, it was like staring
into nothingness.

Itisthebeliefof some
that life on this planet be-
gan with water, and itisil-
lustrated in this play that
life can end the same way,
in one way or another. In
either sense, the pool,
which happened to go
from a foot deep to chest
deep on some of the ac-
tors, was a characterin the
play itself, taking part in
every scene and having a
most valuablerole.

As I said earlier, I
definitely recommerid this
program to any person
who likes a good
storytelling, theatregoers
and non-theatregoers
alike. With spectacular ef-
fects, implicit lighting, ut-
terly fabulous acting, and
world class direction,
Metamorphoses is an al-
together pleasing Broad-
way experience. Ithas ev-
erything the theatergoer
wants: deceit, lust, intrigue,
adventure, and, of course,
romance.

This retelling of
Ovid’s mythsis highly en-
joyable and should have a
long Broadway run. This
critic gives it 5 out of 5
stars.
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